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Account of Their Ach 
before Almighty G OD.. 
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BEING _— 
Four Sermons Preacld u pon the 2* 
Chapter of the Revelations; exact 
ſhewing the Bleſſed State 'of the 
_ Righteons, and the Dreadful Cong 1 
dition of the Wicked. 1 


Nr ; 


: 1 1 
. 2 34 1 1 


ro which is added, Two Sermons up90 Ui = 
dd pram of the CREE Yeh 8 Y 1 
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n 11. 9. Rejore, 0 Towne An; in "a | _ 5 f = , 
thy heart chear thee in the days of thy youth 5 
tbe ways of thy beart, and in the fight of thing ene: 
deem thou, that * ell theſe things God mo bring the 


in Judgement. : 5 Bb Fa 
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ple and Mrmiſter, to Efteem their Time as 


| the moſt valuable thing in the World, and more 
_ | eſpecially conſidering we know not he m hrt 
Time it will be ere we are Summoned to gre I 
| an Account of our Works ; for certain it 1 


Chriſtian Reader, 
Grace and Peace from Jeſns Chriſt our | 


* 2 * 4 
* 
89 
g „ | 
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Entle Reader, I bere expoſe to your 
view my Fourth Publick Labour, a 
F Fruit of my Miniftery, in which 1 
hade nct been wanting, but endeavoured what 
| in me lay, for the good of all my Hearers, ana | 
eſpecially thoſe of my own Congregation, wm 
1 deſire to take a ſecond Notice of this . 
Dilligence, for the good of their Souls, in Sea 
riouſly Reading over theſe Exerciſes that wers 
delivered to them in the open Aſſembly. Aud 
ſeeing The Night cometh wherein no Man 
can work, it is very behoweful to all, both Pest 


many have bad good Intentions and Pur pos 4 
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To the Reader, |. 


4 1 


to come cloſe unto God, but yet all theſe have 
been bindred by Death, and they miſſed of a4 
$1 timely Repentance., Let us then by no means 
| delay, or put off our turning to the Lord, but be 
ie in Agreeing with our Adverſary 
whilſt we are in the way with him. For 
i Death ſtep in before, and make an Arreſt, we 
Hall be conſtrained to Pay the utmoſt Farthing. | 
et this Work then be as a Remembr acer to all 
1 that Read it, that they may be more careful in 
4 the performance of that Duty which ſo nearly 
"concerns every one, ſo that one day we may give 
u good Account of our Works, . 
am Benefit be obtained hereby, let the} 
Preiſe be given to God alone, From whom |. 
every good and perfect work proceedeth, 
| For God is a Spirit, and they that Wor- 
ip bim, muſt Worſhip him in Spirit and | 
5 i in Truth” As for my ſelf, all my deſire it 
that you world help me in your Prayers, which 
ET 1 hall take as a full Recompence for the Hours 
II bave ſpent in thus Labouring for your good: 
and remain, Ba 9 
OR Thine in the Lord 
— 9 75 Jeſus Chriſt. 
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li en it, from whoſe face fled away both the Earth ad I 
| Heaven, and their place was no more found. „ 


before God, and the Books were opened: And another. 1 
| Book was opened, which is the Book of Life: A the 


ten in the Books, according to their deeds, —_ 


| 


| Book F Life, was caſt into the Log f Ares 


— — — 
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4 Church, and of his Kiogly, offers unto us; 


;Þ 


Rey. 20. TH 12, 13, 14, 15. 
11. And 1 ſaw a great white throne, and bim that 


12» And I ſaw the dead, both ſmall and great | 


dead were judged out of thoſe things, which wert 


13. And the Sea gave up her dead which ou ber, 
and Death and Hell delivered up the dead that were in] 
oo And they were judged every man according whic, 
eeds. 
14. And Death and Hell were caff fats the Lals: 0 | 
fire; this is the ſecend Death. , 

15. And whoſoever was not found written in th 
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Aving deliver'd to you the un⸗ | 
deniable Truth of Chriſts co- 
ming in the Fleſh, or into 
his Garden, which. is the 


ww 


— 


yet a as it were in a mean and lowly; . 
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de moſt certain, for according to what we 


is Eternal Wiſdom has deſigned, will yet 


ey Thing in Heaven or Earth, one whom 


whomſoever with a ſtedfaſt Faith believes 


7 


impartial Judge that will have no re- 
pect of Perſons, but diſtribute Judgment 


— 


ded that he may not impartially do Juſtice, 


gl of it in his revealed Ward, as an un- 
3 Houbted verity, he who left the Boſom of | 
Bliſs in low Humility, to be a Saviour to 


+4 in him, will alſo come at the laſt day to] 


tin. Righteouſneſs to all eur a4 
C1 Judge who is not to be corrupted or blin- 
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ten thouſand times ten choad Worlds, . 
3 with, all their Riches and Glory, cannot 

| pervert from the way of doing right to.e- | 
very one, according to their deeds done in- 
the Fleſh, whether they be good or evil. 13 


tures to enforce. my Argument with och 
agreeable Circumſtances as carry the grea- 
telt weight imaginable along with them, 
to preſs an awful. dread and fear on the 2 
Minds of thoſe that are careleſs and negli- | 
gent, in improving the precious Moments 
of this Life, on which depends an Eternity 
of Joys or Miſeries, to the good of their 
Souls in the great and terrible day of the 
Lord; to thoſe, I ſay, who ſloathfully put 
far away this day, ſay ing, V here ere the ſigus [14 
| of bis coming? When indeed, like Watch- 
ful and diligent Servants, they ond be.. 
up and doing, becauſe they know not the: 1.4 
Hour of the Lords coming; for he ſhall 
come ſuddenly, as a Thief in the night, and q 
then Bleſſed are all thoſe he ſhall find rea- I 
dy and prepared to meet him with cheer- | 

fulneſs as good and faithful Servants. | 
13 John ſaw this glorious Coming, : as yon 
may find in the Text, tho but ia a Viſion; 
| 158 it is e with ſuch Awe and Ma- 
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Af 7 5 tho” in a far lower degree, — 
IMWoras are not capable to utter it, as then | 
it will be manifeſted, when the Son of Man 
hall come in his Glory, attended with the | | 
Heavenly Hoſts to ſummons both the quick | 
and the dead to his tremendous Tribunal; | } 
E 1 tho” in what the Evangeliſt has ſet down | 
LL: we may, in a great meaſure, frame in our | 
[minds the manner and order of it. 
EF | As for St. Jobn, he was the Beloved Diſ- 
1 eile of our Lord, lay in his Boſom whilſt 
Jon Earth, and was with him wherever he 
went; ſtood by him when he was appre- 
| [-hended in the Garden, at the Judgment- 
seat of Pilate, and even at his Death on the 
©} Croſs, and never left him till he ſaw him 
Entomb d, and after Preaching the Goſpel | . 
| | was Baniſhed by Domitian the Perſecuting | ' 
| Roman Emperour. to the deſolate Iſland of 
6 | Patmos, where as a ſingular favour of Hea- 
ven, this Glorious Viſion of the laſt and 
5 great day was revealed to him: And this 
may briefly ſuffice to ſhew you what this $- 
| Writer of the Revelations was, out of which j 
my Text is taken; as for the reſt, you * 
may Read more at large in the New Te- 
I ſtamemt, teſtifying him worthy of the Di- 
vine Favour, and his inſpired Boſom, a fit 
J 3 3 _Cabiner | 
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Cabinet to receive theſe Holy Myſteries, | AN 
and as am Oracle of Truth, to dene 1 

them to the World. / } 
I As for the Perſon of the judge, Efnd } 
| Ihim deſcribed in Majeſty, Power, Integri- f 
ty, Sincerity. and Dread, at his coming to (| 

Judge the World. Rede. 20, 11. * 
© Secondly, If we conſider who are to be 
the perſons to appear before the Judge,and Ii 

| to be Judged the ſame Perſon who in his 
Viſion ſaw the judge, tells us, He Jaw the 
dead, both ſmall and great, ſtand before Ged; Wi 
| which comprehends all without diſtincti⸗ 4 
Jon, which ever were of Mankind, or ever} 
| hal) be, to the coming of this great Day 3 
for from all the ends of the Earth ſhall they 
be gathered together at the ſound. of che 
| [laſt Trumpet on this great day, to appear 1 
before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt. * 
| Thirdly, In the next place, if we would] 

know the manner how the Judge of all the 
Earth will proceed in the determined judg- 
ment; let us be aſſured it will be by dur 
own Conſciences, which will be both Jury 
and Witneſſes to acquit and condemn us; 
for it is concluded on all hands, that the = 
] Book there mentioned to be opened, ſhall Þ 
T be no e than the Book oſ Conſcience, 
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Foirtbly, As to the Iſſue of this Judg- 


> | but 'fell, there to endure Eternal Tor- 
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Now! as to theſe particulars, l ſhall come 


which God Grant every one that hears 


; | may ſo do and be Bleſſed, by eſcaping the 
BY | ſecond Death, and entering into a Life, | 
chat ſhall never have end, wherein mall 


be no Sorrow or Mourning, as in this val 


of Trouble, this tempeſtuous Sea of the 


A from our Eyes. 
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| 


mY ont of which we ſhall be Judged as to the 
7 things that are found therein. | 


ment, it is plain that thoſe whoſe Names 
þ-j fare Written in the Book of Life ſhall be 
| | | cverlaſtingly happy, by being made to paſs 
into Joys inexpreflible; & thoſe whoſe ſins 
have excluded them from that ineſtimable 
benefit, ſhall go away into the everlaſting 
1 Burnings, the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, | 
1 there to remain with the Apoſtate An- 
Igels, who kept not their firſt Covenant, 


| ments for ever more 5 which 1s the ſecond 8 


] more preciſely to treat of them to your | 

K. benefit and great Advantage, conducing 

I toa happy future State, if good heed and 
| PY 8 
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+ attention be given to what 1 ſhall lay down, 


; World, but all Tears ſhall be wiped away 
4 1 — | =» | 4 | 
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The laſt great Aſiæe. ll 
| St. John tells us, He ſaw a great white | | 
| F' | Throne, as appears by the beginning of the 
_ | firſt verſe of the Text; this was a Prepa- | 


|| |ratory to Judgment, as a thing placed in | 


order for the entertainment or accommo- | 


dation of the Judge that ſat on it, and this 
coming to Judgment, that it might not be 
hidden from us, St. John is commanded to 
Record it in a Book, that we who pro- 
feſs our ſelves to be Members of the Church 
of which Chriſt is the Head, might not be 
capable to plead Ignorance of knowing he 
aſſuredly will come, even before he comes, | 
_ ] tho? his coming be not preſently, but that |? 
| we rather may, by having a true ſenſe of his 
coming, work out our Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling, that we may ſee him with | 
Joy and not Grief, at his coming, and meet 
- [the Lord in the Clouds of Heaven. : Nor 
can it be thought any other than a very ne- 
I |ceſſary thing to know of Chriſts coming 
to Judge the World; ſince on all hands] 
it cannot but be concluded, that we are | 
thoſe on whom the ends of the World are 
come, ſeeing the Prophecies of the Old 
| and New Teſtament concerning Chriſt's |? 
2 | comin are pointing at theſe latter times | 
more directly than any heretofore, | 
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Fl the Awful Judge fitting on it, that is God, 
is ſtretching out his Arm over us wich his 


4 off our Sin, and turn to him by a ſincere 
4 Repentance, leaſt we dye in t hem, and pe- 
rim Everlaſtingly; — tho” his hand may 


et laſt to Execute vengeance vpon all wic- 


© | from them the evil day. 

None of us can beſo forgetful as not to 
4 —— our Saviour has told us, That in 
© {the latter days there ſhall be Differences and 
D iſſentions amongſt Nations; Wars abroad, 


4 and rumours of Wars at home; Signs in Fita. 


ven, and Earthquakes in divers places; nay 


fand ſpectous pretences of "Zeal for Religi- 
on and New tangled Doctrine, they ſnouſd 
derxeive even the very Elect, were it poſſi- 
ble; and what leſs than theſe have fallen 


Judgment, which how near it may be, none 
flofus knows: How can any one be aſſured, 
but when he lyes do wn to Repoie, the laſt 


'The Throne i is as it were ſpread, and 


© Sword in his hand, and warning us to break 


} ſeem flow in executing, yet it will be ſure 


| ked and ungodly Sinners, who now put far 
1 | ſuch Deceivers go abroad, that vader fair | 
: +] Ont, "even in our days? And what is all this | 


St but a Finger of God, pointing at the final 


1 Trumpets Sound may awake him, and he | 


* 


2 


A 


ſtart 8 


_ | Induſtrious to Improve our high Calling, 
| to lay up Treaſure in Heaven that hall 
| be-friend us at need when all theſe things 1 
1 ſhall paſs away? [ 


ment, there is nothing more preſſing and 
poſitively laid down to us. Enoch, the 


1 


Heaven to Judgment, to take vengance on 
the Wicked and Ungodly Men. This is, 
{or ſhould be, a very terrible and awake 


| drowhe, and as it were buried in their 


| ſhall periſh by a General Conflagration 24 


| of theſe things, we find the Doctrine of 
Judgment was one of the fix Principles Y 
that were Taught in the Primitive Chri- 1 


] things a Chriſtian ought to be made ſen- | 
| fible of, and is as vehemently urged to our 


— „** FEY, 4 
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ſtart from his Bed to Judg ment, thro' "ihe 1. 
Terror of the Wbt Elements, that 


What manner of Men then ought we to be 
in all Converſation of Life? What pre- 
paredneſs ought we to be in; and how 4 


To put Men more continually in Mind 


ſtian Church, as one of the moſt neceſſary 


Conſideration in the Old and New Teſta- | 
ment: Nay, than the coming of Judg- 


Seventh from Alam, as St. Jude tells us, | 
Prophecied the Lords Deſcending: from 


ning. Doctrine to ſecure Souls, that lie | 


EL 


Y Th Judgments, Pſal. 119. 10. 


IJ 


Sins. It certainly muſt - SIA them to 
Reverence and Awe of that dreadful Ma- 
eſty they muſt one day appear before, to 
Naive an account of their Actions, nay of 
their Words, even every Idle Word that 
| | here: paſſed by regardleſs and unheeded. 
St. Paul, conſidering the Terrors of the 
© Lord. I Cor. 3. 11. had a wonderful effect 
4 wrought vpon him; it provoked him, and 
= others, to a Fear and Reverence of that 
- {dreadful Majeſty that fills all Places and 
Things, and not only him alone, for when 
be Preached to Felix the Governour, of 
& Righteovſnels, Temperance, and Judg- 
EF ment to come, he Trembled, as we find 
lit Ad, 24. Habakkuk, thoꝰ a Prophet, and 
14 very Holy Man, when he heard of the | | 
{Eaft Judgment, acknowledges his Fear in | 
"| theſe As viz, My Fleſh trembled, and 
' | my Lips ſhook, and rottenneſs entered into my 
| | Bones, Hab. 3. 6. And Holy David, tho? 
| | a Man of an undaunted Spirit, had not 
Courage enough to bear him out in this; 
tor he freely and plainly tells us of bim- 
& | ſelf, ſpeaking to God, viz. Ay Fleſh trem- 
B Bleth for fear of T bee; and I am afraid of | 


. ing warned of the e when God 


oy 


Noah be- 


dclign'd 


3 * 


B —The Theres. Ace. Mia 
[defign'd todeſtroy the World with. Was 
3 | ſtant, was Obedient, and built the Ark to 


not Repent, but followed on their old 
{courſe of Sinning, til the Flood came and | } 


| rightly apply'd, would make them afraid | 


makes them (as in the days of Noab) Eat 
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ter, tho' a hundred and twenty Years di- # 


fave. "biinſelf and his Family from the || | 
| threatned- Vengance that was afterward |\\ 
{poured down to the deſtruction of the reſt | Y 
{of Mankind, who in all that time would | 3 


| [wept them away. 

This is certainly a very ſ vitable Doctrine 
for us, to drive us from our Security; for | 
| as ſure as God brought the Flood upon the 

old World, fo ſhall he Rain Fire upon the 
Wicked, in the terrible day of his Wrath, 1 
when the Elements ſhall melt with fervent | 
beat, the Earth be burnt up, the Sun turned 
into darkneſs, the Moon into blood, and I 
Stars fall from Heaven. 1 

The Sci ipture makes the Ignorance, | 

| and want of due Conſideration of the day 
of Judgment, the Ground whereon ſecure 
Sinners reſt; and indeed of many-fins which 
the Terrors of the day. of Judgment, 


to commit. Their not regarding of this 


anc Dae, Marry and give in Marriage, 
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ie The laft greit Altre. 
| plant and Build, being careleſs of the Judg- 
ment that they knew not how nearly may | * 
\ [be unto them; for ſo will many go on,, 
| as they of the old W orld, until the day | 
; [come upon them as a Snare, and then it | |} 

will be in vain to make Excuſes, or ſeek | |þþ 
for Mountains, or Rocks, to ſhelter them | 
from the Face of him that fits on the / 
Throne. Our Saviours Parable of the | 
| Fooliſh Virgins rightly. hits upon this, and i 
many others, as the Evil Servant, who re-“ 
| gardlefly continued Eating, and Drinking, 
fand beating his fellow-Servant, not dream- 
|; [ing his Lord would ſo ſuddainly come and 
| take him at unawares: He put far away 
from him the fear of Puniſhment, that | 
came rowling on him like a Tempeſt, 
When he was the leaſt prepared for it. 
Ah how ſhould the Conſideration of 
|theſe things awaken us from our Lethargy 
of Sin; cauſe us to beſtir our ſelves, to be 
| up and doing, that we may not be ſurpri- 
I ſed, and ſo utterly undone for ever! For 
' | who ſhall be able to abide his coming to 
{ | Judgement, that is clog'd with a weight of 
Sin? And yet there is no remedy, all muſt 
appear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, 
Jus well the Bad as the Good; there is no 
5 ſheltering- 
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F [of Account, „ themſelves they 
2 | have 


"Th 77 great ee. 


ſheltering-place to be found from uin 
whoſe Eyes run to and fro through the 
Earth, from him to whome Darkneſs is as 
Light. Who, ſays the Prophet, can dwell. 
with the everlaſting Burnings? And yet 


they muſt whoſe fins fink hem into the 
bottomleſs Pit, where the Fire is unquen- | 
| chable. : 
Let theſe things ſink deep into the | 
| hearts of every one of us, and beget in us a 
| reverence and awe of that Divine Majeſty 
in whoſe hands we are, and who has 
| power to do with us as the Potter with 


his Clay, to mould us to Honour, or to 


| Diſhonour, according as we ſhall take care. 
| to be Serviceable or Diſſerviceable to him 
here; for as we ſerve him, we ſerve our 
3 ſelves, either to Glory or Shame. 


I now come to ſpeak of Two things 


1 that are main Hinderances to Gods People 


from a ſerious thought of future Judgment, 


| have already hinted ſome Inſtances, and 
now it remains to be more full and plain 


in the handling this matter. 


Firſt, A careleſs neglect of Duty, and a 


{too ſecure putting off the ſo neceſſary Day 
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| | have yet time enough to make up their | 
Reckoning, and that the Maſter will not 


Hour no Man knows, no not the very 


priſing. However, I would have ſuch as 


# | {elves they ſhall have time enough to do 
that great work which the whole buſineſs 
= [of a Life cannot perfect (as in ſtrict Ac- 
count it ought to be) confider whether 
4] they can aſſure themſelves to live a Year, \ 
Month, a Week, or a Day: Certainly 
un Man can, ſeeing all our Breath and Life | 
is in the hands of God, who can take it a- 
way in a moment, and then where is that 
| Time we haye ſo frequently put off, and 


| [of Repentance? We are ſurrounded with 
Iinnumerable Accidents, Death meets us 


| ſtrument. and i in all Chances, and enters 


Th ee _ | 


come, tho? we are aſſured the Day and 


Angels in Heaven, &c. of Chriſt's coming 
to Judgment. Therefore this we ought 
to know of a certain, That it is not ſo 
Concealed, but to the intent it ſhall be Sur- 


lay ſtreſs on this, ſo as to put off their Re- 
| pentance from day to day, flattering them- 


[TAY 


referred our ſelves to, for the great work 
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every where, and is procured by every In- 
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in at many Doors by Violence and ſecret 
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r the great and terrible Day of the Lords | 
oming ?. Nay if that Day ſhould. be as re- 
14 mote as many fondly fancy, what availes 
i to thoſe that Dye before it comes, fince} _ 
Death to them is as much the End of tjge 
World, as if they had Lived to ſee it? And 

BE | as Death leaves us, ſo Judgment will find | 
vos; for there is no Repentance in the 

Grave, but as the Tree falls, ſo it mult lie, 
WE | there. will be no augmenting, or decrea-| 


ee of all the Earth mal 


* 


a8 the 


WEE | mand: Therefore whilſt it is calledto.Day, iet 


ronounce the 


| r 6 
4 . 8 we . * = * 
2 7 f . *** 4 g WR. 
7 — * : 1 * | * * % 
bb IN 8 — —— — — 
« tld. dn tre. * — 3 4 * 8 
* * N * o „ * 1 
Fes — F 4 ? DPI IT ITY q * N., r e "us 1 
I I LS 00 os. es * _ G ; þ; 
Fa. « 4 % „ J 
” * j \ 1 0 a 
7; > 15 7 g - . — p 4 : 22 5 | o a 
\ 1 4. 4 0 FI : 
"ft 4 * ; , 


3 ein any one have of Life, that can ſet him-} + | 
ia time to Repent, and Prepare himſelf} 


* 


4 bo 
* 
= 4 * * 
" U - - * 


by 4 n 
"Is 9 * = 
k ” * 
> * "fs we 
F SS" MAES 


. 


n 


Hate? Ss Ar * 
3 + 1s - "oO = 
. 1 „ 
* r SH -4 — K * ts 
ou DES. 4 r 
Y "PIES 5 


= —_ Oe þ . 


„ 2 — r 
= ea — RE Ci 8 . 
— SS... ; SW ar 2 
3 — . * K 
2 wy 0 20 l 
F ; * bs 
_ 1 N * 4 © ON + 4X5 . — * As 2 


ia our Faces, leaſt the Night of Death 
ſteal upon us, wherein no Man can work: 


6 our Life be prolon ged, that we have ay 


Jus to batter for a bleſſed Eternity; andꝭ if 
| we do not wiſely improve our Tallent, we 
Thall come ſhort of the endes Reward 
pf good Servants. 

Secondly, There is another Vinderatde 
Ito keep Men from fixing their Minds on 
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Th that. whe think the Account they muſt. 
tive of their Actions a too Melancholy 


% rs with their jolly Complexion. 
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Fa better end, and lay up for themſelves: 
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- , J * lend, "or who can el! what a rears may! | 
bring forth? Let us be up and doing, 
hüt we have the Light of Life ſhining;} 


et us not ſo much as dare to imagin if 


idle Time purpoſely allowed usto ſquan-| 
der away, but chat every moment is girxen 


Jide 57 DIX: to come, and that is the Care. 
fo that Fivallows them up. in the 


affected with their preſent Felicity; f 


WAV hen did they Conſider that they ſtand | 
g, tottering on the brink of the * 
bat they would husband their Time to- 


ches that can never 11 N but — | 
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be a "Jon and Comfort to them at their e 
| [greateſt need: They would then part with | e 
; all the trifling Vanities; this World can; F 
afford, to purchaſe the Pearl of Great Price, 0 
which, when thoſe make to themſelves I 
| Wings and fly away, leaving us Comfort 
leſs: and Forlarn, WII be. of. Ineſtimable oe 
"| and Erccla ſting "rachel to which the Tom. 1 
forts of this Eile, tho? attended with all 
the Pomp, State, and Glories of the Earth, 
i is but like a dying Sparkle, compared with 3 
the Radiancy of the Sun: Beſides, if we 
| | rightly. conſider, whatever we can dote. on 
finchis Sublunary World, axe, Fading and Th 
| | Periſhing, before we can under; and: we 
have Enjoyed them. All we can prize 
ftten in this Life, is a quietneſs of Mind 
land good Conſcience to walk 17 7 4 
Enoch did, not regarding che World, and 
| [wholly relying, upon the Divine Goodneſs 4 
f {for all outward things, who is Munificent 
iin diſtributing to the wants of all, ſo far 
as he ſees it neceffary for them; and what| * 
its beyond that, is neither Profitable nor 
r 5 
I The Antient Philoſophers, and all good 4 . 
1 5 have made! it cheir care not to 1 
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Ja for the things of this World, ac 
A connting them unworthy of a brave Soul, 
| eny forther than what was meerly neceſ- | 
y {1 75 for the ſupport of Life; for the 
14 Febine: of this World are like ehe Mann⸗ | 
in the Wilderneſs, thofe that gather moſt | 
| chan! in the true ſenſe enjoy no more than | 
* 1 choſe that gather little; and therefore to | 
J ſe things as not abuſing, them, is the beſt | 

24 Expedient; for here at beſt we are but} 
7 Pilgrims and Strangers, travelling thro! a | 
2 Wilderneſs to a Land that flows with Milk | 
and Honey, the Heavenly Canaan,the New | 
#7 Jeruſalem; ſo that we ſhould only Bait, 
and keep on our Journey, without Indul- | 
A ging on ſenſual Pleaſures that ſhould ſtay 1 
ius from the City we are going to, Built I 
d without Hands, in the Higheſt Heavens: 
5| 74 Good Men, we find in Scripture, have 12 
4 ſtened thither by Gods eſpecial Bleſſing, 


els # in timely taking them away from the evil} 


at 2 to come. to poſſeſs the Joys their Sopls | 
far (lp jy Peatod after; whilſt others, more unhap | 
nat py, who lingred to enjoy the things. of]. 
wr | this World, have at laſt been forced from 
L the one, bur never attained the other, by 

rich we may perceive, that Coveton- | 


4 er Mindedneſs, ie fo far at Enmity 
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Joy to thoſe that are to paſs with him un- 
Ito Eternal Life, but to thoſe whom he ſhall 
for ever Baniſh from his Amicable ap” 
"0 ace, it will prove altogether a day of 
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* S 
eee 
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_ {between him and ſuch as fondly are car- 
Jried away with the cares of this Life. 
I. But to come ſomewhat nearer to the pn 
Text, I ſaw, ſays St. John, a great White | 
3 | T brone. 
| | conſidered, as firſt, a 
| []ſhews Gods Might, Majeſty, and Power, | 
Ito Judge the World. Second, A white | p 
Throne is the Emblem of the Purity, In- | F 
tegrity, and Uprightneſs of Wu: that ſat 
Ion it to give Jud 


ſ when Chriſt at his ſecond coming ſhall 14 
i ſit on the Throne of his Glory, as we find 
lit As 25. viz. And then ſhall we ſee the| Þ& 
t 1 Son of Man coming in the Clouds, with Pow- | fun 
ler and great Glory; Attended with An- 
Igels, Patriarchs, Prophets, Martyrs, and 
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; with God, that i it fixes an im 


In this two things may well be 
a great white Throne, bf 


gment. 
This will be ie 4 in all Points, 


all the Cœleſtial Choire and Harmony of 


6 


and Aſtoniſhment to thoſe that "M j; 
be changed, or ariſe from their Graves 
to behold it, till he ſhall give-Comfort and | 


ob 


Terror, 7 
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Heaven, and yet not without Terror 
mall 


, ſhall be ſhaken,and pals away with a noiſe, | 
end the very Elements ſhall melt with fer- 1-0 


48 


I error, Gloominels, and Darkneſs, for 
bpon them that deſpiſed him he ſhall get 


Jon Pharaoh and his Hoſt ; who now per- 
teiving his Countenance too ſevere to be 


4H eheld, ſhall in vain call to the Mountains g 
1 10 fall on them, and the Hills to cover 
them from his angry Preſence, to whom 


Fall things lye open and naked, and againſt 

whoſe Power all Reſiſtance and Might of 
Arm is feeble and as nothing. 

For his Herald he will have an Arif 

3} Langel, Sounding the laſt Trumpet, to 


Grave, and Hell, and the Sea, ſhall give 


ſcond coming, that even the very Heavens 


vent heat. 
To this Glory all the Glories of Earth 
I Princes, and their Pompous State, ſhall 


1 be nothing comparable; for here will be 9 
"3 an er of inexpreſſible Glory and |. 7 


kate a Name, greater than he did up- 


FProclaim his being on the Throne, to] WM 
Judge the quiek and the dead, and the 
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up their Dead, not one ſhall remain be- 
| {hind at this General Summons, but all 
ſnall ariſe and come to Judgment ; yea, 
ſſſo great ſhall be his Glory at this his Se- 
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| Majeſty i in this great judge that no Mor- ua 
tal Eye ever beheld, ſo that all the cited {lt 
World ſhall ſtand with Wonder and A- Þ 
. | mazement to behold it. 1 
Now the uſe we ought to make of this, 
is, Seriouſly to Meditate on the differer ce 
between Chriſts coming in the Fleſh, when PI 
he took Humane Nature upon him, to be 
| a Merciful Mediator and Redeemer, and 41 
his Second coming to Judge thoſe he dyed 4 
| for. TW 
Eis firſt coming was in Love, Meek-| an 
_ { neſs, and great Humility, for having laid 
A aſide his Diadem of Stars, and left his Pa- ed 
1 lace of Glory, he ſo lowly ſubmitted to| Þ 
| | be Born in a Stable, and laid in a Man- J*" 
ger between two Beaſt, who was at once o " 
both King of Heaven and Earth; and when Je 
he grew up, himſelf declared, That the Fox-| |} 
© | es bad Holes, and the Birds bad Neſts, but 
| the Son of Man bad not where to lay bis Head. | 
As he was the Son of Man he ſhewed his | 
| Meeknels, and his Love and Humility 
were ſufficiently expreſſed in the Suffer- 
ings and Povetty he under- went for us, 
E {| enduring for our Sins all our Infirmities, 
in only excepted; and that he might ſave 


- | us from ere Death, he became ac- 
D 94 
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Earth beſide him could procure for us? 


Jing him was a ſufficient Affliction, but we, 
A Wickeg W retches, who own his Name, 


to fight under his Banner, by our repeat- 


| the precious Blood of the Covenant, that 


An open Shame, Trampling under foot 
I ſo kindly ſpeaks for vs better things than 
Fat his ſecond coming, but fiery Wrath and 


F ment upon all ungodly Sinners? 


vent the threatened Woes and Miſeries 
I denounced againſt ſuchOffenders, let them, 


that of Abel. What then ſhall we expect | 


r- aeg with Grief and Sorrows. and at | 
ed Eſt, after many ſcorns and derifions put | 
A. [pon him,ſhed his Rich Redeeming Blood, | 
nat we might be Purged from Sin, and | 
is, [Reconcil'd to his offended Father. How | 
ce hall we dare then to make flight of ſo $ 
[great a Mercy, that none in Heaven nor} | 


The Jews indeed thought once Crucify- | 


4 and ſtile our ſelves Chriſtians, profeſſing : 


Fed Sins, often too darivgly and unchari-- 
| fably Crucifie him afreſh, and put him to 


* * 


Wo Andignation in the up1 ightneſs of f s judg- | 
fd Therefore, whilſt it is yet to Day, and | | 
come time is allowed to us, for us to pre- 


and even all of us, fly to the Arms of our 
| Mlerciful Mediator, whoſe Love has been | - 
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5 digals, upon their Sincere and hearty re- 


| Confidence, becauſe himſelf hath called, 


| {| ſcendant Compaſſion towards us, offers 


j or Money, and aſſures us there is no ſuch 
difficulty as ſome imagine in attaining it, 
by telling us, His Toak is eaſy, and his Bur. 


| 


we may appear Blameleſs and Spotleſs be. 
| fore God, Cloathed with the Robes lf 
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{ oy creating a clean Heart, and renewing 


| help us in our greateſt Deſpondencies, ef 


ſo boundleſs towards us, whilſt he stretch. FA 
es them out to receive the returning Pro- E 
F h 
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pentance and amendment of Life for the 
future, which we may do with the more 


and Invited vs, with a Come all ye that 
Labour and are heawey Laden, and I will a | 
Hou reſt for your Souls. He in his Tran. 


| 


Af 
the Water of Life freely, without Price 2 


le 
Ta 
then light. 1 44 

Let vs therefore implore him with bo 4 
ly David, that by the Motions of the ho- 
ly Spirit he would give us newneſs of Life, 


| 


a right Spirit within us, Pſal 15. For il 1 
we are willing, he is altopether able to I 
ven to draw us out of the Mire and fink} þ 
of Sin, and lead us into Pleaſant „ ther oi | 
making us to lye down in ſafety, that 008 


rig Wiese: and then he au 
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b. ere with us, and accept us in that 
. een for he plainly tells us, He de- 
1 8 not in the Death of a Sinner, but de- | 
Wires that he be converted and live. And to 

hat end he expreſſed a Boundleſs Love, 
4 in ſending his only Begotten Son to dye 
3 for us, that we might not die Eternally, 
Fand he is become the Mediator between 
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1 | 
an {God and Man, pleadivg a Reconciltation | 
ers | tor us, as Moſes and Aaron pleaded with} 


ice God for the Children of Iſrael, that he 
uch would not deſtroy them; and as doſes] BM 
Flead them thro” the Red. Sea to Canaan, fo F "ll 
does Chriſt us if we hearken and are obe- 
51 Laien to his Voice thro' the Red-Sea of 
. 4 is Blood, to a better and more happy Land, 
even to the Heavenly Canaan, the new | 


* 


= [ Jeruſalem, ſhining with the Brightneſs f 
ing ods Preſence, where | is fullneſs of Joy tor = 
Yr il. erermore. 1 | 
e te Leet none therefore deſpair of Mercy, | 
s, e tho? a very grievous Sinner, if in time 


{be amend, and cloſe; with Chriſt on his | 
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oy Terms held forth in the Goſpel; for to 
t a this end he hath taken our very Subſtance 
be. and exalted it above the Heavens, he hath 
$ off {cated it in the Kingdom and Glory of 
vil os prog in him we have a Portion of | 
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Fleſh and Blood, in him a part of our 
ſelves is already Glorified, and as we may 
not doubt of this his Commnnion with 


ry to take Vengeance, he will impartial- 


| Fly Execute Juſtice on us, for not uſing the 


opportunities his patience and long ſuſte- 
rance has allowed us to repent in, and for 


cy; but to come yet cloſer, 
St. John tells us, he ſaw a white Throne, 


Jand one ſitting thereon, 1 have already hin- 
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ted to you what is ſignify'd by this white 
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Jus in Nature, ſo we ought not in the leaſt || 
to miſtruſt of our Participation both here 
of his Grace, and hereafter of his Glo- 

ry; for tho? we are Sinful, yet is he not 
ſo unnatural, that he either can forget, or 

| Will forſake his own Members, if they 
| cleave unto him, their Head, in upright- | } 
neſs and ſincerity; and if we do not, the | | 
greater will be our Condemnation, | 'Þ 

f | becauſe it comes of our ſelves, being ob-| 

W | ſtinately bent on our own Deſtruction; 

land fo we ſhall find it when the Lord co-| 

} meth to Judge the World in Righteouſ- 

& {| nefs and Truth; for as he is now Mer- 

| ciful in delaying to give us time toRepent, 

ſo then, coming in Power and great Glo- 


all the abuſes we have put upon his Mer- 
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1 Throne, 


we, 


| #2] Then Woe be to thoſe, whoſe Guilt ſhall 
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F Throne, as Beauty, Purity, Sincerity, In- 
„Ttegrity, &c. from which you may truly 
*F inferr, that Chriſt the Judge of the World, 
wil nor fail to judge all Cauſes, and all 
# Perſons uprightly, ſincerely, and with Im- 
I partial; Juſtice no Cruelty, Injuſtice, or 
Wrong will be done to any one, as it often 
happens in this World, where Juſtice is 
24 many times doubtfally Adminiſtred, and! 
often fails of its end, becauſe Man can | * 
I diſcern no further than the outward ap-“ 
I pearance of things: But this Judge ſearch- ] 
eth the Heart, and trieth the Reins; he 
|] knows all our ſecret Thoughts, and if that 
| were not, there needs no more than our 
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ked before him; when, as Solomon ſaith, |: 
] Every Secret thing ſhall be brought into 
] Judgement, and when be fhall Lighten all | i 
| things that are hid in Darkneſs, and make | iſ 
the Councils of their Hearts manifeſt, Ecele. 
II. 2. Awarding upon this plain diſcovery | 1 
Ito every one, according to their Works, | 


oy 


got only be Expoſe to the Cenſure of the | 
Jadge, but to all the Angels and Saints at- 
&#| trending him, which muſt needs cauſe 
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| own Conſciences to lay all open and na- | 
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{in ſuch who on Earth found many Fig- | #] ; 


they ſhall proſper in the day of the Lord. b 
That they may fow Iniquity, and yet look 


i | which he beſtows on them in this World; 


may all their Life long, walk in the broad 
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leave Coverings to hide that Nakedneſs 
| yeild, Unmask'd, and ſtand the terrible 
| none to appeal to from It, in Heaven or 
Words of Solomon too ſadly true, who 
ſaith, The Wicked make a deceitful Work, 
Prov. X 1:8: 

It is indeed a great deceiving to thoſe, 


in this Life, they Live after the Fleſh, yet 
to reap the reward of Righteouſneſs. That 
Men may deſpiſe Gods Grace and Bounty 


yet look to Taſte his Mercy and Goodneſs, 
after they are gone out of it, That they 


way that leads to Deſtruction; & yet at laſt 
arrive at the happy Heaven of Beſſedneſs, 


| from Men, that muſt there appear n- 
| Sentence of God, Goge Curſed, &c. having 5 
| Earth ; fo that then they will find the 


who fondly and vainly imagine that tho 
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I which is a mere Contradiction in it Self, 1 
li would they rightly conſider their Error: 
seeing it is a moſt ſure grounded Truth off 
the Apoſtle, That be who Sow«th to the Fleſh, | + 
ſhall of the 8 Reap Corruption * ? But he that | 
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F Everlaſting And that. without Holineſs, 10 
1 Man [hall ſee & od, Gal. 6. Heb. 12. 14. 


I be given you, to prevent this being de- 
ſceived, To ſeek the Lord whilſt be may be 
found; to call upon him while be is near, Iſa. 5 5. 


i ry favourable Bleſſing, that Chriſt vouch- 


not out of any Merit of our own ;but out of 


us Good; prove a condemning Witneſs a- 


with us after Death, to make us Happy, 


| of the Holy Spirit, and by his Miniſters, 


a. 
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Therefore it is the beſt Advice that can | 


ln our Life time indeed, we have a ve- 
ſafes to come to his unworthy Servants, | 


his meer Compaſſion to ouWInfirmities. | 
He cometh to us by the Secret Workings|- 


* 


as a Saviour to ſave our Souls, and in Mere 
cy to bring us to Repentance, he offers] 
his free Grace to all, he tells us by his Pro- 
phet Jſaiab, He will pour out his Spirit up- 
on us, Waiah. 14. and if we obſtinately re-. 
fuſe to prepare Veſſels of Faith to Receive 
this Spirit, which will make us Wiſe unto 
Everlaſting Life; it will inſtead of doing 
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gainſt us at the laſt Day; nor at all ſtrive 


* 
* 


f for in the Grave there is no Remembrance 
' & | of God, available to Repentance. 
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| This is ſeen by the ſad Inſtance of 10 


2 


doubt, he was then Sorrowful, not only 
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| Rich Man, who by his Sins had placed an 
1 Im paſſable Gult between him and Abrabam. 
His Repentance ſignified nothing, tho' paſt 


for the dreadful Condition he lay wel- 
| tering in, but more for the depriva- 
tion of that Bleſſed State that he ſaw La- 
Zarus in; Which himſelf, by his Sins and 
Inordinate Living, had Fooliſhly loſt; then, 

W | 50 doubt, he would have given all he had 
W | Enjoyed on Earth, and much more, were 
fit in his Payer, for the Exchange, "cou'd 
fit have been poſſible; but alas, it was too 
late; nor could he obtain his other Peti- 
tion, of ſending Laxarus to his Brethren, 

to ſave them, by a timely Warning, from 
o diſmal a Boom; however, the means 
8 | were appointed to them, that muſt be our 
E | help in our Life time to gain us Mercy and 
Favour. with God, pix. the good Inſtrufti- 
on of Moſes and the Prophets; nay, we 
have a greater Bleſſing to help us for ward, 

eren. Chriſt himſelf is our Guide and In- 
| ſtryCter in the paths that lead to Life E- 
| ternal. They have, ſays Abraham, Moſs, 
| and the Prophets, If they will not Hear theen,ur | 
bene ve them, they will not tho one come from the 
4 ik fea 70 to drm them;Jeave 725 wicked cour-: 
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4 ſes that in all liketibood would bring 1 to the 


¶ ſame place of Torment. Therefore it is high- | 
4” neceſſary for the Salvation of our Souls, 


4 whilſt the opportunity is put Into 'our 
1 Hands, that we make effect ual uſe of all the 


tage, to render us acceptable in the top 
Tot our Lord Jeſus. 


"Fſpeak of the judge, tho' I have indeed gi- 
ven a conſiderable Light already into this 


Len yet St. Jobn Tpeaks more plainly, | 
when in an other place he ſays, I ſaw @| 
white Cloud, and one ſiting on it like the Son of | 
Alan, having on his Head a 'Crown cf Gold; |. 
ad in his Hand a Sickle, Rev. 14. 14. and F 


Ithis alludes to the Throne, as being one 
Jand the ſame Per ſon, who fat on either, 
vix. Chriſt Jeſus, God and Man, our Saviour 
and Judge; and St. Mathew is yet more 


( a, beyond all Scruple, telling us, Wheat | 


n {tbe Son of Man cometh in his Glory; and bis 
Holy Angels with him; then ſhall be Sit up- 

Fl on the Throne of bis Glory; Mat, XXV. 31 
and ver. 24, he is Entituled by the Name 
[of 1 viz. Then hall the King ſay unto 


ij {good Inſtructions we can, and imploy every | 
I + wholeſome. Doctrine to the beſt ad van- 


4 Having thus far diſcourſed of. the. ö 
Throne, I come now more particularly to. | 
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| | them on the > right Hand, Come ye Bleſſed of 


my Father, &c. and St. Paul tells us, We 


| muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat of 


Chriſt, 1 Cor. V. 10. and St. John, viz. The 


Father Judgeth no Man, but he Committeth A 
all Judgement to the Son, John V. 22. And 
tho Saints are in ſome Caſe ſaid to judge 
the World at the laſt Day, the Apoſtles 
Senſe, is, that they being preſent, ſhall ap- 
prove, and applaud the Righteous Judge- 
ment of Chriſt, and as Aſſeſſors give their 
| Conſent to it, Triumphing that his and| 


their Enemies are put under his Feet, to 


whom all Power is given in Heaven, and 5 
in Earth. 


Chriſt has a right to be Jedgei in ſeveral 


| reſpedts, as Firſt, being the Redeemer of the| 
World, and Suffering himſelf the Judge- uy 

ment of the World. 
In regard to his Church, of 
which he is the Head, he ought to have 1 
W | that Juriſdiction over his Members, as a g 
king has over his Subjects, to judge their 


Secondly, 


Cauſe, Acquitting the juſt, and Puniſhing 


s | the unjuſt ; ſo that as his Humility has 


been Viſible, his Power and Glory may in 
the like manner appear at his ſecond com- 
ing, as a King and Judge. TI 


Rr 
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9 compliſh his Kingly Office, before he de- 
livers up the Kingdom given him to God 
1 the Father; for having Led and Fed his 
Flock, like a Shepherd thro' the Wilder- 
I neſs of this World, he will not leave them 


till he ſees them in Safety, i in the Promig'd | 
Land where they ſhall be United to him, 
and he in a degree become one with them, 
when God ſhall be all in all; and till this 
time he muſt Reign as a King, and not 
reſign his Power, till after he has paſt | 
Judgement on all the Summon'd World, 
I even the Dead both Small and Great, all 
J. Generations that ever were, or ſhall be, | 
I to the end of the World. 5 | 
I It is true, Chriſt by his Office is a prieſt 

A and a Prophet, as well as a King; a True | 
I HighPrieſt, who offer d up himſelf a Pro- 
I pitiatory Sacrilice for Mankinds Redemp- 
I tion, and found himſelf acceptable therein 
to God the Father, as an Attonement for 
the Sins of the whole World; a true Pro- 
i phet, in whom was contain d all the de- 

erets and whole Councel of God; but when 
i | as a King he comes to fit on the Throne 


Again, This Power is Exerted to ac- | 
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of Majeſty, to judge the Quick and the 


_ 


Dead; then theſe | ffices ſhall be finiſhed, | 


he 
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be eg accompliſh'd. the end of ou 
Redemption, as Prophet, by revealing the 
Myſteries of God to his Church, is a Prieſt, 
by having finiſn'd che Sacrifice in offcrine 


up himſelf, which ſball be no more repea- 


ed: But now appearing in his Kingly 
| Office, wi n Power aad Majeſty, he ſhall 


Manifeſt himſelf to Men and Angels, to be 
a King of all Nations, People and Langua- 
ges, who ſhall Bow down before him, and 


| Worſhip him, even a King of Kings, and 
W | Lord of Lords, full of Divine and Celeſtial 
5 | Glory and thoſe that Revil'd him, Scour- 


ged him, and. Crucified him in bis Lou 
Humility, ſhall now Tremble at the Pre- 


ſence of his Majeſty, and be aſtoniſh'd with 


1 Amazement at che Terror of his Anger, 


|... Therefore now in this our day, let us 


Eis the Son, leaſt he be Angry, and we 
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| Periſh in the way; for if his Wrath be but 
| a little Kindled in his Breaſt, Bleſſed are 
W | all they that Truſt in him, leaſt we hear 
WW | the fearful Sentence Sounding i in our Ears 
W | at-this dreadful day, of Go De Curſed into 
.8 Everlaſting Fire, &c. 


That Chriſt is to be the Judge. of the 


| World, as it may add Terror to the Wick- 
| ed, , that have W TE and 19 him, 


and 


—_ 
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05 e all their favourable Offers and Oppor- 
I unities, need be afraid of his Judgement ; 

for tho? it may in ſome Senſe, carry with 
it Terror, and Trembling, and Fear ,thro' 
Fl Ayu fulneſs of it; ; yet he will bring with 
bim ſuch Comforts and Conſolations to 


- 
4 * 
1 * — 


1 his Councils; ſo it cannot but admi- | 
Iniſter matter of Comfort to thoſe, that 
have lead Godly Lives, fince one through- 
75 acquainted with their Griefs and Sor- 
rows, is now to Judge them in Truth and 
e Ce Let all the People of God 
draw Comfort and Conſolation then from 
this, that he who has called himſelf their 
4 Brother, and is their Redeemer, and Me- 

aiator. is to be their judge; ſo that none 

bpür thoſe who have Perſecuted him in his | 

3 A diembers, or Wounded him with their 
I willfol Sinning againſt the Light of Grace, 
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{ſupport the Good, that they ſhall not be 
Idiſmayed tho the World be Flaming be- 
Ineatb, and the Sky Flaſhing Fire above, 
+ Fince their God is on their Right Hand, 
a that they ſhall not be moved; however i| 
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¶ muſt proceed in the next place to ſet down | \l 


8 9 4 ſomewhat more of the Terror of this great | 


1 n at which the Wicked muſt certainly 
Tr remble; for after St. Jobn. in a Viſion had | 


ſeen | 


| 


= | Inſenſible 
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ſeen what is already Related, he proceeds 
as followeth, - 


From whoſe Face (meaning the Judge | 


that ſat on the white Throne) Fled away 
both the Earth and the Heaven, and their 
place was no more found. We read in- 


deed that the Heavens are not pure in his Cid 
Sicht; how much leſs than is the Earth, 


Polluted and Defiled by the Sins of Man, 
for whoſe fake, even it was Curſed of God, 


upon the firſt Tranſgreſſion in Paradiſe, 1 
we cannot wonder then they ſhould fly at q 
= | his Preſence, who is Purity ir ſelf, and de- 
W | lights in no Impure thing. 164 
I Bat this is here mention'd the rather to 
iv (5 ＋ the Severity, 


and Terror of the 


this in ſome degree, that when God de- 


W | ſcended in a far leſs Terror on Mount Sinai, 
ite give the Law, even the Mountain Quak'd | 
E | & TrembPFd exceedingly; & at other times 
we find the Rocks Rent be fore him, as he 
W | pafſed by, and the Hills were moved at 
= | his Preſence: And even this great Judge in 
1 che hers of his Ny dying on the 


„ 0 


udge, taken in a ſtrict Senſe, that things Wy: 

give place, when his Anger 1s | 
Kindled againſt Sinful Man, whoſe Sins 
have Polluted them; we find to confirm | 


_ Crok 3 


"490 * „ 8 4 22 2 1 | 
whole Creation in pieces; ſure then it is| I 


fl and give Place to the Terror of his Judge - 
] ment, ſince the Sin of Man has ſcattered an 
Infection and Contagion over the whole} i 
85 | visible Creation. 1 


be ſtruck into Creatures that appear to us | 
Ai void of Senſe, as to make them fly from | 
before the Face of their Creator; What j 
ſ can Sinful Man think of himſelf, who may | 
; {conclude him far leſy able to endure in |; 
this great and terrible Day of the Lords 
x | coming, who tho* he would perphaps de 
XZ | glad, as theſe Elements to fly away; yet! 
lis not able to do it, as being fix'd * the 
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Croſs ſhook the Foundations of the Earth, 
Rent the Rock, Tore the Veil of the Tem- 
ple, Darkened the Suns Glorious Light, 
and cauſed the Saints to arife from their 
Graves, and appear unto many; fo that 
even Heaven and Earth Trembled then 

before him, when he appear'd to Senſeleſs 
Men to have no Power: What greater 
things muſt then neceſſarily come to paſs, 
when he appears in all Power, and Might, 
and Glory, able at one blow to daſh the 


— 


no wonder if the Afrighted Elements fly | 


| 
If then ſuch a Terror at his approach, 


Power of the great Judge, and capable of | 


unning 
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ſhunning his Tremendous Preſence, till 


he has receiv'd the Doom, that now per- 


|baps he imagines at ſo great a diſtance 
from him, as to think it will never be, or 


makes a light regard of it, fancying it, as 


{indeed too many in our days do,a Fable,in- 


vented by Preachers to keep Men in Aw, 


and ſerve. their own turns, and advanta- 
ges of their Cauſeleſs Fears, tho all good 


Men ſtand in Aw of this great Day, tho” 
they have far leſs occaſion for it; but ra- 


ther to look up, becauſe their Redemp- 
tion draws nigh. This latter was the Caſe 
= | of the Royal Pſalmiſt, when he ſaid, 7 bave 

W 1 Feared thy Judgements, thy Judgements are al- 
| ways in my Sight, Pſal. 11. 2. and indeed 


unleſs we are ſuitably prepar'd, it is « fear- 
ful thing to fall into the Hands of the Li- 


| ving God, ſeeing he is a conſuming Fire 


to the Wicked; yet ſo merciful is he, that 
he always gives warning before he ſtrikes, 
neither does he willingly afflict or grieve 


4.8 | * 2 . 
che children of men, The Nine uites, we find, 


Experienc'd his Mercy, in the warning he 


1/4 | gave, which induc'd them to a ſtrict Repen- 
WE | tance: And O that we might be like them | 
lin this, not to deny Chriſt Entrance when 


he ſtands at the Gates of our Hearts and 
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of Knocks, 
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Woucks, but open to him, leaſt he be An. 
sry, and turn away his amiable Counte- 
e | Inance from vs, preſenting that of Severity 
38 Land Wrath in the ]:it diy, and then we 
6 In t be the moſt miſerable of all Crea. 
- | 4 Itures. | MN 
let not the Cites of the World then | 


»| 

- 1 Ichoke us, to Dream away our Lives, nor 
4 Ee petfulneſs blot out of our Remem- 5 
” Iprance, that we have no Afurance of Hap- 

-| e but by Repentance; for it is the 
- | ZJExpreſſion of our Saviour himſelf, T hat un- 

el 3 PG ye Repent, ye {hall all likewiſe periſh. The 

Ee | | Pfalmiſt very well minds us of the Ter- 
- Fror of this day, when he ſays, Our God | 
d| Pall come, and (hall not keep Silence; a Fire | 
& ſhall devour before him, and a mighty. Tem- 
1 4 ſhall be moved round about him. Pfal. | BY 
e $50.3- And again, as expreſly St. Paul ſays, | 
t Fae ſhall come m a Flame of Fire, rendering | 


85 3 F erke Ke. 2 Theft 1. And Daniel] 
e| ſays, Many of them tbat ſlept in the Duſtſ 
J, x al awake, &c. Dan. 12. 1. Some to ſhame] 

wand perpetual contempt, by a full difeo- | : 
1725 of all the Evils they have been guil-| 4 


m) | 155. of; theſe things haſt thou done, Gr. 
: ge (al. 56. 2. By the pain and difirating or- 
1d ror, » they 188 Tribals, Ang uiſb and 
8 


Horror 
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i] | q Horror ſhall be upon every Soul that doth E- 
e, Rom. II. 5. 1 175 Company they ſhall be 
| forced to take up with, viz. Even the Devil and 
ls | bis Angels, Mat. XXV. And indeed all 
111 4 TH | "i 
Wi | things ſhall be horrible about them, and 
wk | to them on that day, and after to all Eter- 1 


nity, in Torments without limit or end. 


| The next thing to be conſidered is, who 
are they that ſhall come to this great Tri- 


bunal? Why truly St. John tells us, in the | % 
fame Viſion, He ſawthe Dead, both ſmall and 

great, ſtand before God, That is, all ſhall be 
gatherꝰd from the four Winds, even all that 
ever ſhall haye been to that Day, from thge 
beginning of the World; for in this Lati- 
tude all are comprehended, not thoſe that 
ſhall be found actually dead, & raiſed at tat 
day, but even the Living that then ſhould be 
found, but changed, which ſignifies a dy- | Þ 
ing in the Senſe of St. Paul, where this 
manner of change is as it were a ſuddain | 
Death, immediately to paſs to Life again, | 
by putting off Mortality to put on IÄmmor- 
tality and dye no more, or how can it be 
ſaid, It is appointed once for all Men to 
Die, and after that to come to Judgement? 
| Tho? in another place, the Quick are men- 
tioned as well as the Dead; that is, they 1 
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Brave, nor moulder to Duſk, as the other | 
Frere before they were raiſed at the ſound. 
pf the laſt Trumpet. However to wave 
12 nice diſtinctions in this matter, cer- 
¶ Lain it is t hat all ſhall appear before Chriſts 
odgment-Seat, where the Witneſs againſt | 
4 them will be their own Conſciences bea- 
ring Teſtimony of the Good or Evil they 
A have done, and this is doubtleſs the Book 
immediately following in the Verſe men- 
14 to be opened. 

Then will be the time that Conſcience, 
which now is {lighted and deſpiſed for e- 
very Trifle, nay oſten ſtifled and force- 
Ii put to ſilence, will cry out againſt ſuch 
as refuſed to hearken to her dictates, who 
{ould not forbear Oppreſſion, Laſciviouſ- 
Teſs, Extortion, Fraud, and the like, at 
2 Þ her Rebukes,then will they wiſh they had 


] proving them, and give a World (were it 
F in their Power) they conld recal the time 
4 [Again they have miſpent. Then the Accu- 
bog of the Brethren, ſhall aggravate their 
Sorrows in deriding their Folly, in hear- 
kening to his Temptations, and wait to 

Hf complen the DeſtruQion of Wretched 


000 


4 Tall hok come into the Chambers of the | . 


arkeneg to the voice of Conſcience re- 


j pads * 
4 Soul, that lye vader the Wrath of Ged. e 

Then Woe. and Anguiſh, Wailing and M8 
| | Gnaſhiay of Teerh will enſue; and their 
I” | being deprived of the Joys of Heaven, 


| 


| and hurry them to this dreadful Tribunal, 
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will add another Hell to their Forments, 
Then thoſe that now Scoff at Religion, and 
conclade When the Body dies, and che Soul 


ade, will find by woetvl ex. 
perience a2 Reſurrection take hold of them 


with all the Circumſtances of Horror and 


Mi | Amazement attending on them; then fear ; | anc 
and trembling will take hold of them, and 


in vain they (hall wiſh their wild Notions | 


| of a forure State had proved true, but Had 


themſelves miſerably miſtaken, & undone, 
and ruined for leaning on them. 
fore let me adviſe all to think ſerionſly of 
this before they are plunged in a Bound- 
leſs Ocean of Miſery, and repent and turn 
from the Exror of their ways. 


That mil who are not obſtinate or ſenſeleſs, 


| more grievous than that they will he 8. Þ 2 
med to by the Sentence of the juſt Jadge.f . 
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1 for the Doctrine of the retinas {1 
on, it is ſo plainly made out in the old and 15 
hew Teſtament, epd ſo fully War ranted, 
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rredtion of Life, and they that wo done «vl, 


The laft great Aſſixe 
Ennot but acknowledge the Truth of it, I 
| and firmly believe it ſhall be as God has 93 
ö 555 it at the laſt Day. * 
The Prophet Daniel aſſures us, That they 
that ſleep in the Duſt ſhall awake \ ſome to e- 
FX Life, and ſome to everlaſting Shame, | 
Dan.12.13. And St. John ſays The time ſhall | 
1 ome, in which all that are in the Graves ſhall] 
* ear bis Vice, and they ſhall come fortb; and 
ey which have done pe] ſhall go unto the Re-| | 
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nd 3 i that to come to Judgement; 


ed, 


irn ie bath done in the Body, whether it be good: 1 


„4 25 tbe Reſurretion of Condemnation, Toby 
V. 28. Lmight bring a Cloud of Teſtimo- 
ies from Scripture, to confirm this truth 
; and confute all gain-ſayers, but for Bre- 
geties ſake 1 leave the Reader to find them 
1 the Book of God; and the deſign and 
tent of this Reſurrection i is to no other 
fend, then that both good and bad ſhal} 
ö 1 come to Judgment ; We muſt, ſays St. Paul, | 
u appear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſk, 
1 
4 [that (very Man may receive the things that 


bi evil. 2. Cor. 10. and again Ab. IX. 9. 
Wt is appointed for all Men once to Dye, and 
for as ſure 
as Men and Women muſt dye, ſo ſure ir}. I 
bs uy muſt ariſe again, and come to Judg-| Þ} 

3 ms 


ment. 


- jand turning to God, we may be enabled 
to lead a new Life, and with St: Paul, be b 


* 


| fail us. 


| and ſmall ſhall appear, high and low, with E: 
- | out any Diſtinction, the poor as well a 
I the rich, and no difference of Perſons ſnall 
| be made, upon the Account of the Honour, 


in this Life, from Poor, Need y, Diſtreſſed, 
and Deſpicable People, who in their Pilgri- 19 i 
3 2 mage thro? this vale of Tears, endured 
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ment. This being ſo Evident, what if man 
ner of Perſons ought we then to be, in 
all Holy Converſation, in exhorting and 3 
perſwading one another to Repentance? 
Even all, both Poor and Rich, Miniſter| # 
and people, that by repenting of our Sins p 


., 
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careful to keep a good Conſcience, void 


ſcience, and knoweth all things, will not 
Condemn us; for great is his Faithfulneſs 
towards us, in keeping his Promiſe at all 


away, yet not one jot of * Word mal 


| Wealth,or any Dignity they have enjoy" 18 


lof offence towards God and Man, 2 Coy, A 
I. and that will be the beſt Comforter at 4 1 
all times; for if our Conſcience accuſe us 
not, God, who is greater than our Con. 7 


times; for tho? Heaven and Earth ſhall pak 1 q 


| 3 1 hardſhip, IF 


| I are not written in the Book of Life, ſhall 


n- A : 


lot 
> 


ny. 
al 


' #1 


« IM 
- WY ty, * 
CL 3 4d 
83 5 

2 


"gp 1415 


7 
4. 7 
1 
Re 
B F 
XY ry * 
. ö 
* 
N ” - 
1 1 
9 
Ny * 


"The 775 great Ie 28. 


Cf 2rothip, Want, and Tribolation, but 
Tjngice fhatl be adminiſtred impartially to 
1 all: Then only what they have done in the 
I Fleſh, whether good or evil, will be the 
7 Concern to be weighed in the Ballance; and 


s & 477 * r y 
: 5 
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¶ thoſe that are found wanting, whoſe Names 


be Baniſhed from the Preſence of the Lord, 
into the diſmal Regions of Darkneſs, 


# nity. ſhall endure, and that is for ever and 
ever: But thoſe that are found weight in 


{ the Scale of Juſtice, ſhall aſcend: in Tri-. 


F vmph with their Glorious Redeemer and 
Poke to Manſions repared for them, 
4 Built without hands, ths Higheſt Hea- 


vens, to chaunt forth Songs of Praiſes and | M 


| Meng World without end. Which 
od Grant us all Hearts to attain, by a 


14 turning from the Evil , our 1 


Y wor, and Horror,to converſe with How-| | { 
A Things and Lamentations, as long as Eter- | i 


7 timely and ſincere Repentance, and a ſpee- 
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great ſtand before God, and the Books were 0- 

| pened: And another Book was opened, which 
Ws | is the Book of Life : And the dead were judg- 
Wat | ed out of thoſe things, which were written in 
5 the Book, according to their deeds. 


N j | 2 H Enterance 
MV the Judgment-Day, when all ſhall be ſum- 


— — 


WE | moried-to appear before the Judgment- | 
Seat of Chriſt, coming in great Majeſty | *| 


and Power, tojudge the quick and the dead, 


q | and tro reward every one according to * 
= [their Deeds done in the Fleſh, whether | 


' they be gocd or evil: I now come to make 


Tue matter, 
That Chriſt will come to Judge both 
2 


12. Aud 7 ſaw the dead, both ſmall and| 


AVING plainly deſcribed to you an : 
this great Myſtery of 


\\1 a further progreſs with a clearer light 1 in | 8 
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draw them to it, dyed unrepenting. 
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day all ſhall ariſe in their Native Strength | 
Jand Beauty, Strong and Vigorous, as our |- 1 
Ifir ſt Parents were, in the Prime of our years; | i 
for we cannot conceive that Infants dy- 
ling in their little and weak Eſtate ſball ſo | i 
Friſe ;. or that Age and Decripedneſs will | W 
then remain, to thoſe that like MeMow'd “ 
Fruit have drop'd into the Grave; but that | JM 
Fall theſe Imbecilities and Infirmities ſhall F - 
be done away, and all ſhall riſe trong and. 
Fvigorous, thereby being enabled tounder- | i 
Igo the Eternity of Happyneſs or Miſery, F 'Þ 
they ſhall immediately enter upon, full off 
{Senſe and Capacity, to be ſatiated with | | 
Joy inexpreſlible, or bear in a mighty de- 
Igree the Miſeries and Torments they ſhall] : 
be doomed to, for Sioning away their day f Y 
Jof Grace, whilſt it was offered them inf 
this Lite, wherein they were wooed and 
puſned on, as it were to Repentance, bßßß 
I kiad invitations, calls, and the Motions off 
Gods Holy Spirit, who then made Inter- 
ceſſion for them with Groanes unuttera- 


a. 
7 - : pP ” " . 
"wy" » J A , i is nt ON Aura TT C- 3 * 
CO. 4 
x : q as «4 +5 4 
— 2 * 
. — _ 2 3 1 
* : 


The laſt great Aſie. 77 


Fmall and great, is an andenyable Truth, |. 
that is high and low, for no doubt at that | 


ble, whilft they ſtrove to grieve him by 
going on in a Sinful courſe, and notwith+] 
ſtanding-that- was done to perſwade and“ 
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in the Valley of Jehoſophat near Feruſalem, 
| beld to be the middle of the Earth, as many 


bold, and bring Authorities to ſtrengthen | 
Wit their opinions in this Belief, or in ſome 


other place, I hold it not material to my 


'the General Judgment ſhall be in ſuch a 
place and order as the great Judge of all 
the Earth ſhall think in his Infinite Wiſ- 

dom to appoint or ſet forth; nor does any 
fixed place to me ſeem likely to ground 
a ſtreſs upon, ſince we ſha be caught up 
'from the Earth to meet the Lord in the 
Clouds, at his coming in Glory, Enthro- 
ne amid ſt the Cherubims, attended with 
ten tiduſand times ten thouſand Saints and 
Angels, who ſhall gather us from all Na- 


tions even from the four Winds of Hea- 


Nor will it be with the tedious Ceremony 


and ſmall ſhall be Judged according to tte 


Books, for they mall then be opened. 


Purpoſe to diſconrſe, ſince certain it is that 


ven, and then ſhall the Books be opened: 


of an Earthly Judge, calling and examin- | #% 
ing Witneſs; but all appearing, both great 


Written Record, even according to the | 


| As for any particular place, or part of | 
the World, where this Reſurrection ſhall | "# 
more immediately begin and be, whether | 


1 firſt Book, which is the Book of Con- 


* 4 Jas God hath his Infinite Book of Know- 


3 Written in a Book, ſo every one has from 
oF him a Book, viz. That of Conſcience, to 
=] Regiſter every thing in themſelves, that [ 


Xx | Thoughts of my Heart before J utter them. 
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| have diſcourſed to you 3 a off 


ſcience, in my foregoing Sermon, which: 
er y Man and Woman in their Life time] 
zad in the cloſe repoſitory of their own] | 
{Breaſt, and not another for them; ſo that! 
| FE could be written therein to be 
found againſt them now it ſhall be ope- 
T ned, but what they were conſcious of, and 
| ROE to; and this at the great Day, 
Ichall be as valid as ten thouſand Witneſſes, 
either to excuſe or accuſe them before the | 
Juprighs Judge, for then there ſhall need} 
no more evidence, or any other Witneſs || 
. e us, but our own Conſciences; for 


Aa in which all our Words, Thoughts 
and Actions are exactly ſet down and 
numbred, as certain as if they were 


_ 


| nothing done ſhall be there omitted. 
Holy David truly acknowledged this 1 | 
when he ſaid, Thou, O Lord, knoweſs the 


And 12175 this Book ſhall be opened ano- 
| ther Book, which is the Book of the Law, 
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WE | have all the Priviledge imaginable to ſee 
bow our Cauſe will bear us out. 
Book of the Law ſhall be opened, then that 


WE | ought to do, and the other what we have 
one; and againſt the firſt of theſe, no Man 
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tions, for as David ſays, The Command- 
lens of the Lord are pure, and Righteous al- 
Ws {rogether. Pſal. 16. And as for the Second, 


7 


time or defaced. 


us, that all things are ſo exactly kept that 
no wrong ſhall be done us; for we ſhall 


Firſt the 


of Conſcience, the one ſhowing us what we 


or Woman ſhall be capable of any excep- 


Names are written that ſhall be pronoun- | Y 
ced good and faithful Servants; and this N 
is unalterable, and cannot be changed by 


Thus kind is God to us, and careſul of 


1 
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Ieiven us as a Rule and Guide to walk by Jt f 
land by this Book of the Law all our Acti- 
wg jons muſt by tryed and examined, and this 
iz properly called Gods Book of Remem- 
WS | brance. And when theſe Books are ope- 
ned, and ſtridly compared, we fhall find |} 
our Sins do agree in every Tittle. Then 
= | follows the Book of judgment, which the | -* 
Yall | dreadful or comfortable Sentence will be | 
I pronounced by; and after theſe, the Book | 
of Life will be encloſed, in which their | © 
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24 Having thus far proceeded; now I come 
more cloſe to the Doctrinal part of this, | 
A ſhewing that all our Thoughts, Words; | I 

and Actions, muſt come to Judgment; for] 

every Mans Book ſhall be opened, in which | 
fare ſet down even the Thoughts of our 
I Hearr, ſo that there is no Secret that we | il 
kept as we thought never ſo ſecure with- 4 
lia dar Breafts, but it ſhall be found re- 
corded in this Book of Conſcience, when 
I once it is opened; for Job on this account 
days, Thou haſt ſealed up all our Sins in a Bag. 
which plainly demonſtrates a kind of kee- | 
ping them agaiuſt the Day of Reckoning, 
even all thoſe Sins that now we paſs fo f 
| 7 lightly over, committed by thought, word, 


> 


'| 74] brance, will, in the Day of Account, be 
XxX] ſummed up, and produced againſt us fo |] 
undeniably, that none can contradict the 
charge; for 'tis our own Conſcience that 
Marks and Writes them down, and uf they |? 
«are not left and repented of in this Life, 
. 3 miſerable}: 
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rl | miſerable wlll be the Eſtate of our Souls, 
wen thole. Books are opened, and our 


Holy David conſidering this, looked 
upon it as a great Mercy that God had gi- 


my Miſdeeds before me, and my ſecret Sins 
in the ſight of th Countenance. This, if e- 


very one would conſider to weigh aright, 
| 


| paſs by vnregarded, would be take notice 
. of? And their Deformity appearing, more 
care would be taken to avoid them, that 
they might not be found written in the 
Book of Conſcience, to riſe up againſt us 
at the great and terrible day of the Lords 
coming to Judge the World, 


before our Lips, what abundance of 
FR — 


TAN 


1 Convicting Sins are found uncancelled | in 
lem. 


ven him a Sight of his, 218. Thou baſt ſet |*? 


mr | how would they be careful and watchful |. 
WE | over their Hearts and Lips, that they of. 
WE | fended not in Thought, or Word, much |, 
WIS | more in their Deeds? How many Sins that 


Now for want of this due regard, and 
| ſerious conſideration, how frequently do 

we find Envy, Malice, and their attendant 
| Miſchiefs, brood and breed in the Hearts 
of Men and Women, till they break forth 
in innumerable evils? For want of a watch 


— 
* 


Prophane and Blaſphemous Expreſſions] 


| Reviling and Reproaching, Slander ing, 


o 


| with ſuch an indifferency, as if Men did ; 
not offend in ſo doing, and of ſo ſmall aj 


> | them, never Dreaming they are RegiſtredV] 
lin the Book of Conſcience, and will riſe] | 


their Condemnation ? Tho? they canngt be 
221 muſt give an Account of every Idle. word at; 


far away from us the evil Day, we ſhall 
"| and Jollitry, has now Juſtled them, per- 
5 , them will not be paſſed over, when the ſe- | 


( |crets of all Hearts ſhall be layed naked and 
Jopen before the great judge; whatever 
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break forth ? W hat Swearing and Curſing, | 
Lying, Back- biting, Detracting, and ma- 
ny other Abuſes of the Tongue eſcape us, ; 


Regard to many, that they ſoon forget 


up againſt them at the laſt to aggravate 


& 


Ignorant our Bleſſed Saviour himſelt has} 
affirmed they will, when he ſays, That we! | 


the Day of Judgment, Mat. 12. 35. - How-lf 
ever we flatter our ſelves here, and put 


then too ſadly find, that tho? our Mirth} 


haps out of our Thoughts, the Account off 


has been done in Secrer, ſhall be Publiſh- | 
ed on the Honſe Top, and ſhall. come 0 f 


Muy theſe things will aſſuredly cond | 
| 1 8 5 to) 
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ö 
We | to > pak, what manner of Men ought we 
Ito be, in all Godly Converſation and Ho- 
* neſty : ? For Conſcience being ſo tender a 


thing, that if prick'd by Sin, it will Ble- ] 
miſh.and Wound it, we ought highly to 


regard how we ſufer Sin to come near It, 


0 | Jes it not only Wound it, but Shipwrack 
land make Havock of it, to the Eternal Pre- 
jud ice cf our Souls; and i in this caſe So- 


| 07:07 gives us a very neceſſary caution, 


when he ſays, Counterguard thy Heart, and 
Watch over thy Soul, Prov. 4. 4. that thou| 


4% not any thing that may Meund thy Con- 


. 4 Per. 


Now the beſt means to preſerve a good 
i Conſcience, is to keep with great care that 
Book of Account by which we muſt be 
== Judged, even and unblemiſhed, pure and 
good: And to do this, there are two things 


{rl efpecially requir'd, Firſt to avoid all that 
= wy any ways prejudice a good Conſci- 
WF} ence. Secondly be careful to uſe all good 
means and helps to cheriſh it. And to 
do this, beſure to take heed of falling into 

We | 21 Sin, be ir never fo {mall, ſeeing leſſer 


Sins uſher in greater, and for the leaſt, 
_ | werc not Gods Mercy Infinite, and over 
all the Works of his Creation, he might 
_—}ﬀ 5 | -—_ 


a 
1 


* 3 
* 


4 which grounding by ſtrong deſires fo firm- | 
5 in the Heart, hinder the keeping of 2 


b God in ]cſus Chriſt for the pardon of your | 
ins, Faith being the Root and Foundati- 


Ignorance of the Law and Word of God; 


WJ cheriſh true ſaving Faith, whereby. your | 


* 

* 

1 

mw f 
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juſtly deftroy us ; and indeed without his .4 


W 


great Mercy, who could be able to ſtand | 1 
before him in the great day of Account??! 
There are moreover two eſpecial lets and 
hinderances of a good Conſcience. Firſt, 


for when a Man is Ignorant what is Sin, 
how then can he take heed ? leſt he wound 
his Soul; for a poor Ignorant Soul, not. 
knowing the Law of God, cannot readily ) 
perceive any Wound in his Conlciencez | | 
nor any thing amiſs there, tho' much be 4 
out of Frame, and in diſorder, but by the | 7? 
Light of the Word of God he may ſee it | Þ 
plainly as in a Glaſs. 32 

The other hinderance of a good Con- 
ſcience is Worldly Luſts, as the Love and 


Defire of Riches, Pleaſure, Honour, &c. 


1 


good Conſcience; and therefore to pre- 
] vent the fad effects of theſe, in the firſt 


place do every thing that may ſei ve and 


Souls may be aſcertained of the Love of 


on n of a goed Conſcience, ard without it 
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the. Conſcience: muſt needs be defective, 


* 
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and evil; and to keep this Faith ſteadfaſt, it 


is requiſite that every one hear and read 


the word of God, often Repenting ear- 


neſtly of Sins already Committed, and ta- 


king a diligent care not to Commit any 
more for the future, but continuing to walk 
in the Path of Faith and true Repentance; 
and by ſo doing, you will find the dayl) 
increaſe of a good Conſcience; and here 
all muſt be very heedful that they offend 


| not again, to ſeparate from them the fee- 
| | ling of Gods Love, and ſo Wound their 
| | Conſciences. | 

| Now Secondly, It is great Wiidom to 


endeayour in all things to obey the Will 


of God, and to reſolve not to Sin in any 
thing; for a courſe of Living in Sin, and a | 


good Conſcience, cannot ſtand together; 
for where a purpoſe is to live in Sin, 
there can be neither Faith, nor a good 
Conſcience. 

"Thirdly, It it is requiſite i in this caſe 
72 walk with God by example, as did E- 
noch and Elias; to keep our Lives blameleſs, 
as if we always ſee our ſelves ſtanding in 


| | the Preſence of God; for whatever we may Wl 
| | think, r his All-ſeeing Eye, is W 


ever 


ot * 


cats, Bf 


* 


Je 

5 
| 0 remember this, is the ready way to 
nake us keep good Conſciences, the want 


ſaccordingly be awarded: And now he 


wWhereof imboldens Men in sin, becauſe 


is, not aright, viz, that God ſees them, and 


the Judge, has examin d the Book of Mens 
| Conſciences, and found what is written 


2 
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Wer e into our Thoughts and Aal. 
, when we leaſt i imagine he beholds us; 
A id tho he for a time delays to Puniſh. If 
| nners 5 yet. moſt certainly it will fall | 
heavy upon them in the end; and always | 


they conſider not as they ought to do, that 


that they have a Conſcience within to 
Witneſs againſt them at the laſt day. 
Now in Proſecuting my Text, 1 find | F 
theſe words, viz. And another Book was | | 
opened, which is the Book of Life. Now the 
meaning of this Book is, that when Chriſt 


therein, that according to their Evidence, | 
teſtifying Good or Evil, Judgement may | 
ſheweth that to that end, he will open the 
Life, which is ſo often made mention of 
in the Word of God, of the Old and New | 
Teſtament. Moſes intreating Gods Par- 


I thou wilt not Pardon them, 1 Beſeech thee, 
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ſecond Book, and that it is the Book of 


don for the Sins of the Iſraelites, ſays, But 
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in the Path of Faith and true Repentance; 
not again, to ſeparate from them the fee- 


| endeayour in all things to obey the Will 


good Conſcience, cannot ſtand copether; 


| there can be neither Faith, nor a good 
| Gonſcience. 
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the Conſcience muſt needs be defedtive, 
and evil; and to keep this Faith ſteadfaſt, it 

is requiſite that every one hear and 1 
the word of God, often Repenting ear- 
neſtly of Sins already Committed, and ta- 
king a diligent care not to Commit any 
more for the future, but continuing to walk 


and by ſo doing, you will find the dayl!y 
increaſe of a good Conſcience; and here 
all muſt be very heedful that they offend 


ling of Gods Love, and ſo Wound their 
Conſciences. 
Now Secondly, It is great Wiſdom to 


of God, and to reſolve not to Sin in any 
thing ; for a courſe of Living in Sin, and a | 


tor where a purpoſe is to live in Sin, 


Thirdly, 
15 walk with God by example, as did E- 
noch and Elias; to keep our Lives blameleſs, 
as if we always ſee our ſelves ſtanding in 


the Preſence of God; for whatever we may 
think, e his All- ſeeing Eye, is| , 
ever 


It it is requiſite in this caſe #8 
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f therein, that according to their Evidence, 


lin the Word of God, of the Old and New] 


don for the Sins of the Iſraelites, ſays, But 
= 7 thou wilt not Pardon them, 1 TY thee, 
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8 Inners; yet moſt certainly it will fall 
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| ſecond Book, and that it is the Book of 
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i E Looking into our T 08800 and Acti- 
s, when we leaſt imagine he be holds us; 
an tho” he for a time delays to Puniſh | 


y 


feavy upon them in the end; and always 
remember this, is the ready way to 
Vake us keep good Conſciences, the want 
WF hereof imboldens Men in Sin, becauſe 
hey conſider not as they onght to do, that 
I. not aright, viz, that God ſees them, and! 
that they have a Conſcience within to 
0 itneſs againſt them at the laſt day. 
Now in Proſecuting my Text, 1 find 


theſe words, viz. And another Bak” was | 


aer which is the Book of Life. Now the 
meaning of this Book is, that when Chriſt 
the Judge; has examin'd the Book of Mens 
Conlciences, and found what is written 


A telipigg Good or Evil, Judgement may 
accordingly be awarded! And now he 
ſheweth that to that end, he will open the 
Life, which is ſo often made mention of 


Teſtament. Moſes intreating Gods Par- | 


axe | 
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1 | raze me out of the Book which thou baſt writ- 
ten, Exod. 23. 22. and again, David ſays 
Let them be put out of the Book F Life, nei- 
ther let them be written with the Righteous, 


Pſal. 69. 18. and again, He that overcometh b) 


Hall be Cloathed in white Rayment, and I wi 
| not put out his Name out of the Book of Liſe, | | 
Rev. 21.7. And the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking 
| of the new Jeruſalem, tells us plainly, There 
Hall Enter into it no Vnclean thing, neither 


* whatſoever worketh Abomination, or maketh a 


Lie; but they which are written in the Lamb. 
Book of Life, Rev. 2. 5. and Phil. 4. 2. 

| This Book of Life, ſo often made men- 

tion of, can be concluded nothing elſe, 

but Gods Erernal Councel, Purpoſe and 


| Decree to the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, on | 4 
| whom he will beſtow Eternal Lite and | 
{| Happineſs; for we muſt not take it in the || 
| | literal Senſe that God has any need of aj 


Book; but only for our Plainer nnder- | 
ſtanding, he thus ſpeaketh; for he has bis | 
Saints in Eternal Remembrance, ſo that 

| not one of them ſhall be forgotten. | 
bus having lay'd down what is meant | 
by this Book; it is next to be conſidered 


hat may be Learn'd from hence, and that 


is to Know aſſuredly, that God bath a 
| Book | 


* 4 1% e 8 . 


» 6 


1 7 5 17 great Aſnze. 


4} 3 Book ſ Life, wherein the Names of his 
holen are written, and can call them by 


KF heir Names : Chriſt i is the true Shepherd | 
of his Flock, and they are always number- 
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1 them, john 10. 


{truly exact and perfect, that nothing can 
tbe ſo Secret that is hid from him, He 
Þeorcheth the Heart, trieth the Reins, and un- 
$ | jews the Heart Long before; "bis Eyes 
are like a Flaming Fire, and bis Feet like un- 


17 


Re ow wed. 


# Law - 


Abe hid from it. 


the Happy State of Gods choſen Ones, 
Uife, and ſo conſequently Bleſſed for ever, 


are not found written in the Book of Life, 


ed before him; J am ſays he, The Good| |} 
| rw 1 know my Sheep, and 7 am known} 


1 " Again, The Knowledge of God, is ſo| 


3 


to fine Braſs, as St. Jebn tells us, 2. 18. To xi 
=} ſhew that nothing can Eſcape his Sight, or = 
+ 


= Now as for the uſes of theſe conſi Foy : IN 
: 1 ations, we may in the firſt place Learn [ .v 


| For all ſuch are written in the Book of (i 


Wor Chriſt will not Blot out their Names N 
that are there written; but own them be- 
fore his Father, and preferr them to Ho. | 
| Wnour and Glory. But wretched and wo- 
full will the State of all thoſe whoſe Names 


be! in the laſt nh ; for n ſhall not enter j | ; | 
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into the new Jeruſalem, but be utterly ex- 


otherwiſe, as themſelves liſt, leaſt in the 


jend they find themſelves miſtaken and | %g 
miſerably deceived ; for tho? God made us | '* 
| without our help, yet he has not abſolute- | Fi 
1y promiſed, that he will ſave us without 

our help and endeavours after Righteouſ- | 
; | nels; for if he hath Elected any to Eter | 
Inal Life, he has withal ordain'd they | 
ſhould walk Circumſpectly in the way | # 
Leading thereto; and that others ſeeing | # 
their good works, may Glorifie their Fa- 


ther which is in Heaven. 25 
Again, It is plainly told us, That God 


Supinely, Negligently, or Regardleſly re- 


foling to Work out his Salvation, with 


| Fear and Trembling, or to make his cal- 


ling and election ſure to him by all poſſi- 


ble Diligence and Induſtry in the ways of 
Z Uprightneſs, 


1 
* 
« 


cluded from all Bliſs and Happineſs; how- 
fever, let none be too ſecure that their 
Names are written in this Book, and rely || 
upon that only for their Salvation, doing 


hath a Book, wherein all the Names of | W 
| the Elect, are Written; yet it is an arro- | 
| gant Preſumption in any one to aſcertain | 
himſelf, his Name is ſet down there, if | 
he Lives in a Sinful courſe of Life, or but | 
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{1} Devils were ſubdued under them, and caſt 
out by them, as it were Rebuking them for 
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Names are written in the Book of Life. This 


lis a Joy, where it can be aſſured to us, 
2 exceeding all other Joys; and the Joys 


but Shaddows, and nothing comparable 
Ito it; for as for theſe, a good Conſcience 
far exceeds them: And yet we find but few 
Rejoycing at this great Benefit, of being 
la Child of God, and that his Name is 
ritten in the Book of Life. 
ſderations, ariſe two weighty Points to 
be weigh'd by us, and prudently diſcuſſed; 
land firſt, whether there be a poſſibility 
that any one can be aſſured that his Name 


If it be poſſible to be known, then by What 
means we may attain to the Knowledge 
of it? Now as to the firſt of theſe Conſi- 


All 


that take up Mens Minds for Riches, or | 
| 4 Honour, high Birth, or Promotion, are 


61 2 
FUprightneſs; and ſo to be aſſured of it, is | * 


2 


on Joy indeed. We find our Bleſſed Saviour, | | 


when his Diſciples Rejoyc'd becauſe the 3 


cis Joy, as a thing of little moment to- 
them, ſaying, Nay, rather Rejoyce that your | 


Now from theſe obſervances-and. con- | 1 


| is written in the Book of Life 2 And again, 4 ö 
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derations; The Church of Rome tells us, 
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Alt we bave to aſſure us in this, 1s to Hotell 
well, and beyond it, all is dark and not to 9 14 
be ſeen into; but on this we ouglt not to 
[reſt or relie, for ſurely it is very impru-| 
| dent, and very dangerous, to reſt upon an 
N uncertain Hope, in ſo weighty a matter, as 
| our Salvation? No, we muſt make a for- 4 
fither progreſs, and Labour by all Righte- 
lous means to be aſſured, and certainly per- 

i ſwaded of this Hope, that our Names are by 
' | written in the Book of Life, if ſo Bleſſed 
a Eight can be gain'd as a certain aſſurance 4 
_ fin this matter on this fide Heaven; many e 
| | indeed hold it poſſible, and fetch their 3 
* Warrants from the reveal'd word of 
St. Peter admoniſhes us, To give all e! 
Siligence, to make our Calling and Election 
e 1 Fet. 2. 20. And our Saviour bid 
his Diſciples Rejoice that their Names wer 
| written in the Book of Life. Jobn 19. And 
indeed the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith 
do confirm the Truth of this Doctrine; 
where we are directed to believe the Ca- 
I tholick Church, and that we ſhall have . 
Life everlaſting; yet all this muſt be done 
| with a firm Reliance on Gods Favour and 
Mercy, void of all Preſumption, or any] 
® fancy of Merits or Works of our own to ; 
: oblige 
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1 1 Pics him to ſave us, or give vs this alfu- 


1 en we may addreſs our ſelves to his | 
iy . with Comfort, and a ſure 
4 45 onfidence in him. 


| e be the Children of God or no? For 
Inis is a matter of endleſs comfort to thoſe |. 
+ What can aſſure themſelves they are ſet 
on in Gods Book of Account, as part of | ⁶ 
is Family, to whom Eternal Life apper-| | 
4 pinch as an Inheritance, this muſt needs W 
tir them up to their Duty with all Obe-| WM 
1 Pience and Cheerfulneſs, all the Days of 
Their appointed time bere on Farth. 
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nce, having only a ſtrong Faith and Hope | 
Þ bim, and a firm reliance upon him, and | 


As to the ſecond point, which is, How | 
Ny one ſhall be certainly aſſured that he | 
a Child of God, and his Name written 
the Book of Life; which is a matter of | 
bxceeding moment, "and that very nearly | 
oncerns the Welfare of the Soul of every 


q 1 an and Woman; and therefore it is ne- 

Scary we ſhould be very heedful and at-| WM 
Mentive in heark'ning to it, that we mary 
able to try and prove our ſelves whe- 


her we be in the Faith or not, whether 


Now the way to know this as much as 
ay e £ by e into our ſelves, 
2 and | 
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| and — on the Marks and Teſtimo- 
Inies of our own Hearts to prove that we | 1 
Jare included in the Number of Gods cho. F 1 | 


|Water ſeweth Face to Face, ſo even the Hear f. 


| Hearts, the true n and Tokens of 4 


.. Then let us Rejoice, in concluding our 
. | Names are Written in the Book of Life, 


| that make no Conſcience of Sinning, they | 
| will find uponself. Examination their State 


muſt be ſwallowed up in the Pit of De- 
ſtruction at the laſt Day of Judgment, and 
to this let us ſearch the word of God, which 
is the true Touch- Stone, to try us Whe⸗ 


— 


[ſen People; for as Solomon tells us, A th 


ſhewetb Man to Man, Prov. 27. 19; And A 
therefore to know a certainty of this great J Ni 
Happineſs, we muſt enter into our Souls th 
and prove our ſelves, which is the only Y 4: 


way to get comfort, in a certain Aſſurance 


that we are not out of Gods Favour; for If 


if we find written on the Tables of our 


Gods Children. 


and that we ſhall be Saved; but as for thor 4 


to be very wretched and deplorable, and 1 
can only ſay to themſelves they are Folu · 
ted and Defiled, and that their Souls tot 


ter on the Brink of everlaſting Ruin, in- E 


to which, without Gods great Mercy, bey Z 


ther 
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- BY are Currant in Gods Account, 1 
wel © not, | 
10. The moſt notible Mark to know whe: 
4 ter weare in a ſafe way or not, is thein- 
ar Teſtimony or Witneſs of Gods ho- 
14% y Spirit, working in our Hearts, and lea- 
eat ding us to Repentance. St. paul tells us, 
ische wicked and ungodly Sinners, which ate 
9 Wdeſtitute of the Spirit of God to guide and | 
ace lead them into the way of all Truth, but 
for live ia Sin, have only the Spirit of Bon- 
dur I dage. Rom, 8. 15. They have no ſolid 
of Peace to their Souls: But they that wait 
WJ upon God, and are his Children, have the 
zur Ml Spirit of Adoption, which makes known | 
ife, YI unto them that they are the Children of 
oſe God. For, as the ſame Apoſtle further 
de ſaith, bis Spirit doth witneſs to our Spirit, that 
ate we are the Sons of God, Rom. 8. 16. 
nd And now that none may deceive them- | 
lu ſelves, and conceive they have the Teſti- 
ot: mony of Gods Spirit when they are de- 
in- ſtitute of ſo great a Benefit and Bleſſing, | 
hey N the ſame Apoſtle gives two excellent 
De- marks to know it; it makes us cry, Abba, | 
ind Fatber, and where 'the Spirit of God wit⸗ 
ich neſſeth to our Spirits, that we are Children 
he- of: God, it makes us Lowly, and Humble, 


her 1 — 
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Meek and Contrite, Crying and praying 5 
unto God continually with Sighs and Tears, 
| the Bleſſed Fruit of a Broken and Con. 
| trite Heart, which God will not deſpiſe 
nor rejz&. So David did in the Sincerity| il 
| of his Heart, he humbled himſelf, and con. 
| feſs'd his Sins, watering his Couch with JF 
Tears, and left his unfeigned Repentance 
on Record, a Patern and Example for us 
to imitate, and ſo be Happy as he was; 
but thoſe whoſe Hearts are hardened, and * 
cannot thus Repent, Pray, or Cry to the 
Lord, and that all their attempted Divo- 
| tions ſeem tedious, weariſome and uneaſie x q 
to them that are in a bad State, and have 
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ml not the Spirit of God witneſſing to their 


Spirit, but take more Pleaſure in Sid, 4 


which is great gain, even ſpring up to e. 
verlaſting Life, there to Reap a Harveſt 
of Crowns and Scepters in Glory. X 
Again, If we are ſatisfied with the Teſti- 
| many of Gods Holy Spirit, that we are 
his Choſen 3 we ſhall ever Rejoyce in do- 
ing his Will, always be Repenting of cur 
Sins paſt, and to the utmoſt of our Powers 
{ſtriving againſt, ard avoiding ever} 
ET * that oth; erwiſe would ſo 

eaſily 


whoſe Wages 1 is Death, than in Sans (0 


TY 3 


M beſet us, * put us to the foil, we] 
hen be very careful, and much afraid to 


ed 


— 
- 2. 


81 
n- 9 ' end our Loving Father, not ſo much out 
f f fear of Puniſhment for Sin, as out of 


ie Duty and Obedience, Reverence and: 
Awful Reſpect to him who hath ſo loved 5 
bs from the beginning; for ſurely thoſe 
* are not afraid to offend him only for 
The fear of Puniſhment ; are like Offenders | 
ais the Law of a Nation or Country, 7 
1 ho fear not to Act the horrideſt Crimes; 
4 pet being brought to [uſtice, tremble at 
be Puniſhment, and if they are ſorrowful 
er any thing, it is becauſe they are at laſt 
5 prertaken, and can go on in a courſe, of 
eir Winning o longer; and theſe can have 01 
9 round to ſettle their Aſſurance on, or | 
Comfort themſelves, unleſs flatteringly and 
eceitfully to their 'own Souls, that their 
Names are written in the Book of Life. | 
Ihe next means to gain this good Aſ. 
j. ſurance, is from the Word of God, for 
Ft hat tells us, Who ever believeth in Teſts 
WC brit, hall be Saved, That is if he believes 
Wright, in truth and ſincerity of Heart, and | 
comply and cloſe with him on his Te erms 
offered in the Goſpel;for a bare believing, 
without ſomething elſe, will not do it. It 
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is ſaid che Devils believe and tremble - : yer 1 
Ithar belief is nothing available to them, 3 
becauſe they have put themſelves out of 7 7 
Skate of Salvation, and tho? they believe, ® If 1 
ie is only a knowledge of him that he b : 
cee Son of God, and will be a Scourge and . 
Puniſhment to them in the day of his . 
Wrath and Fiery Indignation ; but a child 17 
of God, hearing and appiying the Word oY 
| God to hl Soul, has another kind ofBenefi 
by It for having Faith, he knoweth that hf 
hath it, and ſo believing with all his rea 
| and applying Chriſts Merits to him, thatfl 
| {tedfaſt and unſhaken Faith will make hin 
wiſe unto Salvation, and give him the com. 
fort to believe he hall certainly be Saved 
Again, the Teſtimony of Gods Spict 
| cannot deceive any, and by the Witneſs of 909. 2 
the Word of Truth we may know and bx f 
aſſured that we ſtand faſt and immovenf x 
ble in the Fruits and Effects thereof; tor 7 yi 
Jas a Man may Judge of a Tree by te 
Fruits it bezreth or bringeth forth, fo vo 
the Effects of the Spirit or Word of Godll 5 0 
working in our Hearts, we may reaſon Wl. 1 
| bly gueſs, whether our Names are wow 7 
en in the Book of Life or not, and of tif... 
St. Pail teſtific Sas to Gods choſen ones, * 0 
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Pben be ſays, Whom God Predeſtinated,' 
pem be alſo Called; and whom he Called, be 


1 Tuſtified ; and whom he Tuſtified, them al- 4 


p be Santtified, Rom 8. 38. So that from 
his it is evident, that God firſt Called 
"= then Juſtified them, and laſtly San- 
'% tified them; and thoſe whom he ſo kindly. 


4 Peels with, may be aſſured their Names | 


are Written in the Book of Life. And 
1 Fil are the three main Effects of our Aſ. 


Jurance, and into theſe we ought ſeriouſly | 


ol to enquire, as we may, whether we are ſo 


in appy as being in Gods Favour to be with- 
Ua the Compaſs of them; for it we have not 

1 ww marks and tokens of theſe three Engras- | 
en on the Tables of our Hearts, we can | 


Have no certain Aſſurance that our Nags! 
Fre ſet down in the Heavenly Record. 
As for the firſt Fruit of theſe, it is our 
Effectual Calling; as when God by the 
Preschisg of his Word makes us ſenſible 
f the State we are in by Nature, calling 


"5 out of the World from our old Sins, 
Wo become of the Number of his People, | 
„Ind to Live as his Caildren, obelient''to, 
Wis Will in all things. Thus Samuel, Pe- 


ter, John, Mathew, and Paul, were called] 


to * Saints, and receive an Eh itaace in 
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ral and Bountiful towards him, and fo inf 
Sorrow and Contrition of Spirit, humbly 
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Glory at the end of their Labours; and 
| all Faithful Men and Women, in ore 
degree or other will be called, that they 
| may be made Partakers of the Bleſſed te. 'F 
- | ward that Chriſt is gone before to pre * 
| pare for them in hi 5 Kingdom of Glory; + 
Rewards layed up for the Righteous, that 

| neither Eye hath ſeen, Ear heard, nor ba 
it entered into the Heart of Man to con. 4 
Joave. -- 
Again, When by Preaching the word | Pic 
Ja Mans Sins are ſet before him, ſo that 4 S 
he plainly ſees them, as alſo Gods Anger 
and Diſtaſte at them, and then Sorrows} 11 
exceedingly, and Laments and Bewails his 
| ever having offended ſo good and graci. 
ous a God, whoſe Promiſes are ſo Live. 2 : 
* 
80 


Win 
be 


* 


ch 
un 


Ce 


and lowly begs Pardon at the hands if 
his Maker, and becomes a new Man, to 
| believe in Chriſt Jeſus, and as Nicodemuſ 
did ſeek earneſtly after the Kingdom off 
God and its . then he will be. | 
in to Live. 
For he who finds an effectual Calling teo 
in himſelf, may have this Comfort in tis 
Soul, to aſſure humſclt that he is ee 
: nate 


Gin 
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dated to Eternal Life; however, let all be | 
Wery cautious that they are not herein de- 


eived, in miſtaking an Outward Calling, 


| 2 an Inward and Spiritual one, ſeeing | 


Pur Saviour tells us, any are called, but 


; i hcation ; For whom he Predeſtinated, them be % 
Called; whom be Called, them he Juſtified, | 


oj &c. 1 The . 1 12. And this is another 


WI ineular Mark, even our Juſtification, and | 


toll 


Park of a good Chriſtian, and carries | 
erf 4 ith it a very great Aſſurance of Eternal | 
Hife. | 


few are choſen, Mat. 12, 'Tis not barely 
Pane called to hear the Word Preached 


with our outward Ears, but we muſt ſo 


F Labour as to find the Spirit of God Prea- 


Ebing to our Souls, applying his Word 


unto our Conſciences, ſo that we may be- 
Hieve ip and Obey it; ; and this is the Prime 


As for the Fruit of Election. it is lun. 


s a peculiat and wonderful Grace of God, 


muſt e repent us of our Sins, be 


2 


Win Juſtifying a wretched Sinner that muſt | 
Ie Saved, and become an Inheritor of E- 
"mn ernal Life; and this Juſtification carries | 

n it two parts, viz. the pardon of our 
biss, and the imputation of Chriſts Righ- | 
Wtcouſneſs ; for before this can be had, we 


| 


Ay - _thoroughly . 
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Blood, to Redeem to himſelf a bia b. 


I 


{ of Sins, and where that is, there is Joſt J 


| Salvation: and yet neve *theleſs we muſt nor 


them, and continues in a natural State. 


on which is to be Regenerate and Sancti. 


| fulSlled the Law for us, and wil cover 


ouſneſs; and then not te further, that b 


|thoronghly ſenſible of them, and abhe: | 
and deteſt them, and beg Pardon of 60 
for them, and ſo our Bleed Redcemer v.11 
Seal that Pardon for us. * 


„ 
, 


In the next place we muſt have a tru: ö 
Faith in Chriſt, laying hold upon him, ar 4 
wreſtle as it were with him, as Jacob did. 
and not let him go, till he hath given Us a 5 Lie 
Bleſſing; nay further, we muſt be ful) :. 
ſatisfied in our Souls and Conſciences that 


RD F 
9 
Chriſt dyed for us, and ſned bis Precions W 


People, zealous of good Works; that be 
our Sins with the Robes of his Right 


there is Obedience, there alſo is Remiſſon 


conclude we can have this by Nature, but | 
byrbat Regeneration which Chriſt worketh 8 
in our Hearts, for no Man can hope for: a 
Pardon of his Sins, ſo long as he lives in 


Now another Fruit there is of Electi- 


fied, and to be fo Sactifled a Man mult dye 


t0 


— 


Reſurrection from Sin, and to look unto 
his Heart, to find if he be Sanctified; and 


it he be, he may aſſure himſelf- his Name| 
{| 4 1 


| J «i all Sin, and Love of all Vertue, for there 
is no Condemnation to them that are- in, 


wh I upon the na me of the Eord. „depapt from) =— 
3 lhiquity, 2 Tim. 2. And thus td dye ing 9 


but after the Spirit, Rom. 1. But on the con- | 
WE trary, where a Man lives in Fleſhly: and 4 

a Worldly Delights, he can have no AHD. 
1 rance of it, For be that is Born of Cold Sin. | 
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the vertue of his Reſurrection which mu 


de a ground work of Mans Regeneration, - 


and on it he muſt Build vp to"himſelf a 


5 written in the Boek of Life, particu- 
lariy when he finds in himſelf a hatred: | 


Chriſt Jeſus, who live not after the Fleſh, 


* 


netb not, 2 John 5 5, 18. | 
And again, Let every one that clteth 


_— 


Sin, and live in Rightebüöſneſs, dg a ſure 
mark we are Gods Children, and That our 


= 


Ito Sin, and live to Righteouſneſs, i in new. | 
neſs of Life, labouring to know Chriſt'and;| - / 


Py 
CY 


Names are Written in the Bock of Life, 


which God keepeth, to know which aſſu- 
redly is the gr eateſt Comfort that can be 
had to bear up our Spirits in all Afflicti- 
ons and Sufferings; for then nothing can 
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trouble | 
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1 trouble or hurt us, For 7 God doth Jö, N 
who can Condemn? Nom. 8. 34. And out J 
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— 


ef this Book of Life, Chriſt will call to I 


c. ſo we ſhall not come to a frion Y 
angry Judge, but to a mild and mol 


ment, that Chriſt commands us, to Re- 
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us, ſaying, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father 


Merciful Saviour. 4 

And now to bring this Sermon to 9 
Conecluſion, Let every one take comfort, 
that can, from theſe Marks and Tokens 5 
aſſure himſelf his name is Written in the 5 | 
Book of Life; and this is of ſo great a mo. 3 1 


joice above all things in this, That = 
Names are written in the Book of Life. Then 
let it be our main Buſineſs to ſtrive and I 


preſent Life, Tit. 2, That we may dye 
to Sin, ere we dye to Nature. Let us walk | 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, from one ver- 
tue to another, till at length we grow per- 
fect beſore the Lord, and reap the Reward || 


BH | Aenne. Amen, 


of a good Life, in endleſs Glory and || 


The 


earneſtly labour for this Infinite Treaſure, Li 
| living Soberly, Juſtly, and Godly in this * 


4 — „ 


vt 
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p the Dead that were in them, and they wert 
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« "The Third Sermon, 


ev. 20. Y. 12, 13. 


ding to their Works, 
were in her. And Death and Hell, deliver d 
Judged every Man according to bis 1 


A 


explain'd what is meant by it; 


S for the Book of Life, e in 
yet to de 
thus, 


The Bobk of Life is the Counſel and 
Decree af theAlmighties Election, wherein 


124 Ang tbe Sea pave up the Dead which 


A 12. And the Dead were Judged out of the | 1 
| WU things that were written in the Books, accor-| | 


— 


— 


my Text, I hope 1 bave ſufflciently F | 


more full and pla in take it further i in brief 


— 
— 
5 


thoſe that are Called and Elected have their'} 3} 


Names Regiſtred or Recorded, that they 


may oe e to ver Life, and none 


| as a Chriſtian cannot well fail to know i it, 4 


| which cannot lie. 1 
[> And again, By the Froitsand Effet: o| i 
Election, as Juſtification, Vocation, and | 


ready Obedience to all Gods Commands, 


Jour Hearts and Conſciences, that we are 
the Elect of God to our Endleſs . E 
And now again, I find that St. Jahn pre 
ſceedeth to deſcribe the laff Judge Bt g 
ficzuh reveabd to him in his Fond ral 
Viſton in the Iſle of Patmos, Whether be 
{was Baniſhed for the Profeſſion of the 

[Chriſtian Faith, and che manner he ſecs | 
dow, is, 7b ken we Call be Judged, ac. 


5 The laſt great Axe. 


mall de paſſed over, or forgotten at the 
great day, but come in perpetual remem. L 
brance before the Righteous Judge of al 
| the Earth, and from what has been ſaid, ? 
| every Man and Woman may Learn how! 1 
they ought to be aſſured, that their Names ff 
are written in this Book, by ſuch Mark 


viz, by the Teſtimony of Gods Spirit, 1 


/Sanctificarion, Love of the Brethren, and 1 


25 7 


and therefore it ſtands us much upon o 3 

Labour with all diligence to make our 7 
Calling and Election ſure, that theſe Marks 
may viſibly appear in us, witneſſing o f 


|| 


* 
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1 Tordinę to thoſe tes Written in the Bock 
1 accoraing to our W or ks. It; 
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[ Y which we ſce none ſhall be wanting at 


a 1 when Chriſt the righteovs Judge ſhall ſit] 4 
1 upon his Throne, then ſhall the Book be o- 


A have been done, ſhall be called to remem- | 


i | ſable, who refuſe to rake notice of K. 


ad Actions, to reſtrain us from doing 
; an and to | hinder our too much curio- 


. 27 2 Ales. 


lt is Already ſet down That he aw all, t 
great and ſmall, ſtand before God; by. 


Both 


that day; every Mans Book ſhall be opened, 
and every ones Conſcience be try by the 
things that are written in the Book, for 


pened, even of Conſcience, & all things that 


brance, and nothing that is then alledged | 8 
be able to be rain ſaid, and in theſe words | 
we may eſpecially obſerve three Points. 

| Firſt, As to the Parties that ſhall ap- 
pear, even the Dead both ſmall and great 
from all Ages of the World, and next is 
to be Noted, that God would have us be | 
aſſured of the laſt day; Firſt, for his Glory, 
Secondly, for our Conſolation; 7 birdly, 
That we may continue in our Obedience | 7 
and Fear of him. | 

And again, That all might be i in 580 


b . 


The Firſt of theſe then may ſerve us 
to Exerciſe our Faith and Patience, and 
put a Bridle on our Words, Thoughts 


. ty] 


» 


| | fity, and ſo contain us within the Bound: b 
= {of our Duty; and to this end, our Savi- 


1 


| 


. ; 


= A 217 even by thoſe things that are 
= j written in our Conſciences, which are 
the Books of Record, ready to be produ- | 
| ced, either for Excuſing, or Condemning vs, | 
| at the laſt day: And thirdly, The touch- 5-1 
Stone of Tryal, which is the Word of God. | 


1 be both great and ſmall that are ta ſtand 


{ hid; nor can their long con tinuance in 


for Chriſt, ſhall be rewarded, as the Apo- 


ö 


6 the Twelve Tribes of Jſrael, &c. not that 


Proving and applauding his Righteous 


eur ſeys, Ze ye 1 ready, for in ſuch 6 an bour\ 
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Again, The means by which we muſt 
. *: 


And now firft, of the Perſons, they ſhall 
before God, from whom nothing can be 


the Grave make any thing to be forgot, 
neither Gecd, nor Evit Deeds; all ſhall 
be lay'd Naked and Open to bis Eyes, to- 

whom Darkneſs is as Light; thoſe that | WE 
have done well, and ſuffercd Perſecution | 


PPP dies ie a> M0 mh 1 my + AoC 29; 


Ales, fitting upon twelve Thrones, Judging E i 


they ſhall Pronounce Judgement; but as 
it were fit to accompany. the Judge, ap- 


Judgment; but thoſe that have done Vio- 
lence, and Lived i in a. Courſe of Sinning, | 


| | | | — | 
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* 
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ſhall be in Diſgrace, and tremble with 


ding as. we Read Luke 13. 28. That there 
ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, when 
their Evil Conſciences ſhall flye in their 
Faces, and they not able to give up their 
Account that can at all Juſtifie them be- 
fore the Judge; and moreover, it will be 
a great Grief and Heart Aking, adding 
to their Miſery, when they thall ſee Abra- 
bam, Tſaac, and Jacob, with the Apoſtles, 


and entering into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
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ved of a Felicity they might have ſo ea- 


= | ſame with Dives, ſeeing Lazarus in Abra- 
bams Boſom; and with him they ſhall be 


W |Tormented without Relief. 


throw away Eternal Felicity, as a thing, not 


now, then they will too ſadly do it, when 
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* 1 4 4 * 4 * Js * 
8 4 5 0 * " 


»» * 
— — 
7 * 


e www'TT ww. pawmyg 


Martyrs; and other Holy Men; ſo advanc'd, 
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Horror at the expected Sentence, accor- 


O then chat Wordlings, who ſet their | 
= | Hearts upM Riches, and center their | 
FS | higheſt Felicity in fairing Sumptuouſſy e- 

very day, would conſider theſe things, 
who for trifles and momentary Pleaſures | - 


worth their regarding; for if they do not 


1 


chere is no time to be recall'd, or remedy | 
„ ö | | ' "A | - £, r 


——_ — ** 
” — 
+ 4 2 


— 


AP; 32 


whilſt themſelves are ſhut out, and depri-- 


4 ö | fily gain'd: Then their caſe will be the | 
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; for their Eternal Spfferings in endleſs 
Torments ; nay their Senſe of loſs will be 
more Pricyous, then the Pains they ſhall 
W | endure; then they ſhall ſhake their Heads 
to ſee the Righteous advanc'd in Glory, 
| | ſaying, Theſe are they we once bad in deriſion 
aud counted their Lives Madneſs; but now 
hh are Exalted, and we are Debaſed we 
| thought them without Hundi but now they 
are number d among the Children of God, their 
Portion is amongſt the Bleſſed, and they are 
h in Gods Favour, &c. But we have 
not known the ways 6f God, nor Lived 9 
lin his Fear, nor Walked dilizently with | 
W | upright Conſtiences before bim; and | 
WW | then ſhall they wiſh for Death, but it ſhall | Þ 
{fly them; if they look about they find no | 
| Friends, but on the contrary Tormenting = 
| [and Upbraiding Enemies; then will they | Þ 
wiſh! they had Died, from thair Mothers 
Womb, or never ſeen the Lig remem- 
ber then, and be Wiſe in time, whilſt the 
Solden opportenity is held forth;for tho 
* {you die here, and go to the Grave, your 
I Sins will not die with you, but remain a- 
live to meet you, and teſtifie againſt you | 
es the. day of Judgement, and to this end; 1 
3 Vhs pives@-Cottion, when le ſay 
3 | | Remember. 
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| Remember, 0 Young Man, that for all this| A 
3E | thou muſt come to Judgement, even all old |? 
ins that have been Committed in ſecret, will | 
= | then come to Light; therefore it would be well 
= | if all would keep this in their Hinds, tho they 
Die and ſce Corruption, their Sins will not 
Die with them, nor be forgotten; for St. John | 
2 | tells us, The Dead were judged ; and again, 
E| E wil bring eve y Work, into Judgement by 
= | with every ſecret thing, whether it be good or | 
2 | evi, Eccleſ. 14. 12. which needs mult be 


a great Terror to the Wicked; but the 


= | Saints of God will be far from this Fear, | i 
beingComforted by a good Conſcience,and 

the aſſurance they have as an earneſt of 
| Happineſs in Gods Love and Favour ex- 
| tended to them; for tho? he Puniſhes all] 3 
| our Sins in Strictneſs of right, yet he hath | 


Mercy in renewing the Puniſhment from 
us in jeſus Chriſt. 1 


r 


even holy things writen in their Book of 


n 


remain happy and Bleſſed for ever; they 
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Now: then ſuch as have good thoughts, | 


Conſcience, which às I ſaid; ſhall be an 
K | undeniable Evidence, they ſhall not be a 
| ſhamed in that great day of the Lord, but 


ſhall [rejoice when the Bock is layed open 
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f Faith, Loves and Patience, Ge. which 


mall be known and come to Light ; but on 
the other hand, Woe be to the Adulterers, 
Fornicatiors, Mur therers, I. yars, & c. for the 1 
Wages of ſuch Sins is Death, and the | 


| Wrath and Curie of God upon them 


for ever. 
To keep from this Tryal, there is no 
| excuſe will ſerve turn, as l have Marry'd 


| + Wife, bought a Farm, or Oxen, Oe. 
ſuch trivial Alegations will not be allowed; 
for come they muſt, and ſtand Naked 
before the judge, as our firſt Parents did 
| when God called them to their Tryal for 
breaking his Commandment, not being 


labile to avoid his Sight; for when they 
fed and hid themſcives, they were ſtill 
ia his Preſence; tho' they fooliſhly thought 
= | otherwiſe ; and upon their Tryal, made 
3 Hhifting and Vain Excuſes. $ 


However, we find they were  conftrain- | | 


| j | Redo. appear, and ſibmit to his Sentence, 


as all muſt do at the laſt day; we find alſo | 2 


Pilate made -an Excuſe for himſelf, when | 3 
he had Condemned Chriſt, by waſhing his 


} ; | Hands, and ſaying, He was Innocent of the 


Blood of that Juſt Han; but it availed not, | 


| | for * Blood was upon — | 


— 
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adn has Excuſe, and will be 


3 Wupon his Conſcience at the general day of 
9 + udgment, which then will tell him other- 
NVviſe; no glozing then will be heard, but 
the Naked Truth in every thing will ap- 


pear; we ſhall not be able to anfwer one 


Word of a thouſand; nor to keep any 
ching back that ſhall be reveal'd, nor find 
Mit as it is in this World, when upon the 
humble Confeſſion of our Sins to God, 
ve may cry for Pardon, and hope for it; 
but then our Confeſſion ſhall be to our | 
open Shame, becauſe it occafions (by the 

means of thoſe Sins, we ſhall be conſtrain- 
ed to Confeſs) our endleſs Deſtruction. 


After this great Tryal, the Judge will 


then ſhall the Jaſt ſhine as the Sun, and 


be as it were acquitted by Proclamation |. | 


of Come, ye Bleſſed, &c. which makes St. 
4, 0 el himſelf after this manner, 


raid 
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4 ſeparate. the one from the other, the 4 
aft from the unjuſt, the Sheep from the 

= Goats; For he ſhall ſind forth his Angels, 

with the great ſound of a Trumpet, and they] 
Hall gather the Elec from the four Winds, 
and from one end of the Heavens to another, 
= Mat. 24. 31. Whereby it appears all mall 
come, both the one and the other, and 
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, that we ſhall have boldneſs at the dy fi 


W: | Who is not preſſed and weighed down with 


* LY * 
1 4 
2 4 
4 7 1 
4 
5 


q * — — a _ | * — n | - — . a " a — 1 be EY 
* PAY a * xs 4 — 
4 M 7 4 * Y * * _ — * * * 1 — ** 1 y 
* 8 1 J 8 4 1 
- , 4 * , .* 
1 . | % "2 
OY — = 
nnn . * * 


5 
7 
1 
bY 
n 
5 


vic. Herein is the Love of God perfect towards 


| Judgment, which makes the Godly-wiſh th: 
haſtening of that day and Breathe forth, Come 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly and tarry not. | 
Conſidering theſe things, and that there 
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will be no Evidence wanting, every one 
carrying that in his own Breaſt, and that 
| we muſt anſwer and give up our Accounts 
to the great Judge, and for every Idle 
Word, what Account will they be able to 
= | give, who have been Idle Hearers and Idle 
=! | Doers of his Word. © 
Wi | But for better Inſtruction, it is proper 
| above all things to be "continually looking 
over the Book of Conſcience in this Life, 
chat we may ſeriouſly Cortect and Reviſe 
ic, whereby it may ſtand fair, when it ſhi! 
be opened in the Life to come, and ſo it 
may happily excnſe us from impendins | 
| Wrath and fiery Indignation, ſecing Da. 
vid adviſes to this, when he ſays, 7 mil 
tale beed to my ways, that 1 offend- not wit) 
m Tongue; and accounts that Mam Bleſſed 
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I FBurthen of Sin lying on his Conſcience 
t. Jobs tells us, Al nnſſt appear, and if 
all, then every part of us muſt WET | 
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8051 and Body muſt be preſent at the great 
Tribunal, the conſideration of this made! 
St. Pau be prudently careful to keep his 
Conſciefice void of Offence towards God 
and towards Man, Ads 24. Becauſe it is 
that by the means of which we. muſt re- 
ceive the Sentence of Salvation or Damna- 


uon, according to the things Written in 


that Bock. 


O that our Sins then might with all = 


diligence be blotted out, that ſo we. might 
ſtand up with boldneſs in the day of our 


Lords coming, for if our Conſcĩences ac- 


cuſe us not, God, who is greater than our 
Conſciences, and knoweth all things, will 
not condemn us; and what a Bleſſed thing 


will it be to have an excuſing Conſcience A 


in that r 1. 
Again, conſidering the Sentence will 


„ | Paſs according to the things written in 


our Book, let us keep our Conſciences 
unpolluted wich Sin, avoiding not only 


evil Actions, but alto evil Thoughts and 
[Words that defile them, and will riſe up | 


againſt us at the laſt day, for St. Paul ſaith, | 1 
2 ven T boughts ſhall either Excuſe or Accuſe <> 
„Kom. 22. And then conſequently. if | 


8 we ould truly Repent we muſt Repent 
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us of all our vain thoughts and Imagina- 


| tions; for were there no other Sins writ- 


ten in the Book of Conſcience, theſy would 
riſe up, and be a ſufficient Evidence to con- 


vict us: Therefore let no Man lightly paſs 
them over, as if they were of little mo- 
ment, and not much to be regarded; but 


labour to cleanſe their Conſciences from 
them, as well as from dead works, that 


Above all, Let every one beware of flat- 


than his Neighbour, as the Proud Phart- 
ſee did, for that is a Stumbling-Block lay- 


ed in the way to make him fall when he 
| {| thinks he ſtands moſt ſure; no, but let 
7 | him that thinketh he ſtands, take heed | 
[leaſt he fall; by continually looking into 
his Heart, and Examining his ways that 


ſo he may Blot out his Sins, by a true 
and timely Repentance, ſince our Saviour 
ſo ſtriAly tells us, That for every idle word 


| | we muſt give an Account. af the day of Judg- 
nent, Mat. 26. 
Now that we may not be Ignorant of | 


what is written in the Book of Conſci- 
ence, but more particularly be ſatisfy'd 


therein, St. Lg " That we Le all be 
E. 


— * ; « * —_ 


— 


they may ſtand fair in the day of Account. 


tering bimſeif that he is more Righteous 


Mat. 23. And again, We muſt all appear | 

before the Judgement Seat of Ebriſt, that | 
«ben Man may Receive the things that are | 
done in the Body, according to that which be 
bath done, whether it be Good or Evil, 2 Cor. | 
= 5. 10. By. which it appears we mall be 

WJ Judged, and receive our Reward accor- 
ding to our doings if they be good, then 
Jour Reward is Glory, Life, and Salvation; 


and Deſtruction will be our ſorrowful 
W Portion, for our work ſhall follow us, 
when we reſt from our Labour here; and 

attend us in Life or Death; for which 
cauſe this day of qudgement may be pro- 1 
J perly called the Day of Revelation, where- 
in all biden Secrets ſhall be made known, 
WT tho? they be kept never fo cloſe in this 
World, or forgotten, or lay d as it were 
aſide; | 3 
= Counſels of the Heart, ſhall be manifeſted | I 
9 for at that Day, God [hall Judge the Secrets | 


/ Men, by Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 2. 16. 13 
| From this you may perceive it is evi» | il 
dent that all Men and Women ſhall come | 
| to judgment, even ſmall and great; and 
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ſudged Amine to our Works, Rev. 28. 


but if Evil, Eternal Death, Damnation, 


but then the dark Secrets and 


chat their works * be the Tonch-ſtose 
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Ii ſo to the Wicked as their Deeds have been 
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fit is told him, God is not unrig bteous to for- 

I get bis Works and Labour of Love, &c. for 
in regard of the Upright, Sentence ſhall 
be awarded according to their Works,and 


is theFleſh;and it {hall be charged to them, 
1 Theſe things haſt thou done, Pjal, 50. And 
again, I was an Hungry, and you fed me not. 
| Now. ſeeing we mult all receive Sentence 


by which they ſhall be tryed; and as they 
prove, ſo ſhall they be Acquitted and Glo- 
|rified, or Condemned and Tormented; 
tor even we find for Adam's Tranſgteſſi. 
ſon in Paradiſe, he entailed Death upon 
all his Poſterity, nay Eternal Death, with- 
out a ſtrict Repentance; and that Repen- 
tance neither had been of no avail had not 
{the Son of God dyed to appeaſe the wrath 
| of his offended Father, and by his Righ-| 
teouſneſs reconcile him to fallen Men; but 
then Man muſt endeavour to procure to 
himſelf by his Humility” and Obedience 
| this high Favour, or elſe it will not affect 
I | him, he muſt ſeem lowly in his own Eyes, 
I be penitent and ſorrowful for his Sins, love 
works of Mercy and Charity, and be O- 
bedient to all Gods Commands, and then 


WE | according to our Works of good or evil, 


— 
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a bour in holy duties, that we may abound 


mands, to render Obedience to them al- 
ſo in Repentance; Faith; Love, and be in- 


i at the hands of the Judge, yet he being 
Ja moſt Merciful and Bountiful Saviour as | _M 
well as Judge, will in no wiſe fail to re- 1, il 
g wardit;" for- himſelf tells us in theſe ca“ 
# les, Perily, verily, 77 a Trubh thou: ſhalt: not \ 1 
2 se thy Reward, Then how ought this to 
: perſwade all Men to do their utmoſt 
endeavour, that they may be Bleſſed |. 
: with ſuch a Happineſs that Eye hath not 

Wl ſeen, Ear heard, nor hath it entered 1 in- 
Y to the Heart of Man to conceive, when 
Nat a ſmall Price they may attain to ſuch 
: exceeding great Reward ; for tho? what. | ? 
ever we can do cannot Merit , yet we have | 2} 


E 2 great As Dr 39 1 


n 


his ought to teach us above all things to to | - | | 


in Graces, and Knowledge of Gods Com- 


aamed with a true Zeal to Holy things, 
eediag Cloathing, and Harbouring':the | -_ 
poor Members of Chriſt, which Acts of |+ 

cane he takes as done to 'himſelf; and! 
chen great ſnall be our reward, for tho 1 
I choſe ma ſtrict Senſe can merit nothing 


neon > 
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a fore word of Promiſe that for theſe 
things we ſhail be rewarded at the laſt day, 
and even in this * the Bellies of the 


_ Hungry 9 


EC go 


! t] Pleaſure, does but carry a Sting with them 


9 


God, to deter us from falling i into Sin: 


Eternal Life: And Thirdly,To ſuffer pati· 


E | pected will ſufficiently Recompence what- 
” [ever may happen to us in thisVale of Tears; 
and not to depend on Wordly Riches, 


| and Fly away, when Men ſtand in moſt 


"The hb ere Aſs” 1 


4 Ir Fed, the Charitable ſhall Praiſe : 
them, and bring down Bleſſings upon their 
| Basket and Store, bringing Peace and 
| | Comfort to their Souls, more than all the|ſf 
| ; Riches in the World any other ways dil 

] boſed of, is able to afford them; for in- 
deed what is ſpent in Riot or Senſual 


YH to Torment inthe end, leading Men thro'|i 
- {the Gates of Miſery and Diſtreſs, being 
frequently a Puniſnment, even in this 1. ite, || 
fand fill the Book of Conſcience, with Sins 
| | that will cry loudly againſt them in the 
laſt Day, to aſtoniſh and confound them, 
when they ſtand in the greateſt need of ; 
Comfort and Confolation. And this may 
or ought to teach us, Firſt, the fear of 


Secondly, Faith in Chriſt, to procure us 


/ ently all Afflictions that may befai us, in 
| | this. World : z ſeeing the great Reward ex- 


that oftentimes make themſelves Wings; 


3 1 ſwecd of them; or at the gen, Death ſe- 
* wy ff cond 
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W ſuch momentary Trifles, as the Riches of | * 
W this World, when he knows not who ſhall | 'iW 

gather them? Or, Whether his Son ſhall | i 
be a Wiſeman, or a Fool; keep them, or | 
ſquander: them away to no Profit or Pur- | 
poſe ? And however it happens, they ſhall} iſ 


ia oo os or I 

Seeing all theſe things muſt aſſuredly come! 
to paſs, it is worthy conſidering what! 
manner of Men we ought to be in all] 4 

Godlineſs, Ge. and not incline fo much! 
to things of this World, as to let the 
Cares of them grow up and Choak- the- 
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to ſpend that pretious time allowed him 
to gain a Happy Eternity, in heaping up 


avail nothing at the day of Jigement, but 


Heavenly Seed; which God by his Holy 


— 


rather multiply his Sorrow, unleſs they are | 
diſpoſed of, as a good Steward ought to | MW 
lay them out, to the proper ends to which! 
they were given; and then they will be |} WM 
Regiſtered in the Book of Conſcience, | Ml 
and ſtand fair as Treaſure-lay'd up in } 
Heaven, for a ſupply when moſt need ſhall | 
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: parates them from all, and they are con- 
WJ {trained to leave them at their Dying | "iſ 
hour; then what madneſs is it for a Mang 
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* the Angel at the ſound of the Trumpet 
gather us together at the laſt day, we are 
found unprofitable Servants, and 'teceive 
the Wages due to ſo gr great a Negligence 
las not improving the Tallents put into 
Jour Hands to Traffick for Riches in the 
Eternal Country, whither we are to go, 
and have an endleſs Enjoyment oſ them. 
If Men would ſeriouſſy conſider, it is 
certain they would be wiſer than to 


profit, when their greateſt need requires 


| {fer Comfort and Conſolation to them; 
tor without ſuch a help, Men will be ex- 
ſceeding Miſerable in that great and terri- 
ble day of the Lord, when the Earth ſhall 
: de Burnt up, and the Heavens are flaming 
E Jabout them, and every thing threatens 
them with Beſtruction, but nothing ap- 
F {pears they rely on for their Succour or 
I dafety? O be wiſe then in time, and make 
IF? . with the Lord, to ſtrive a- 
Et gainſt Sin, and Worldly Vanities, againſt 
3 Torruptneſs of Life, or any thing that may 
> } offend him, or grieve his holy Spirit, to 
| | make it withdraw it ſelf, and fo as the 
2 | day of 80 and Salvation offered, may 
3 2 not 
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ſet their Hearts on things that cannot 


F [that to ſtand by them, that may admini- | 
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: nat return again; and then the ſaying of J 1 
Wl may be verified to bring Comfort L 
Conſolation to afflicted Souls, viz, _ A 


Wl Earth ſhall reftore thoſe that bave ſlept in 


Juſtice on] y ſpall tin the Truth 2 


| Rule, Eſdras. 7. 3 2. | | 
Let me therefore in Bowels of Compal: 


with your Pretious and Immortal Souk, 
in this your Day, to conſider the things 
that belong to your Eternal Peace, before 


Race with Chearfulneſs that is before yon, 
and ſo obtain the Crown; for thoſe "that 
do this, and are Faithful unto Death, ſhall 


bas lay'd up in ſtore for all that Love and 
Fear; him, walking in the Paths of Truth, 


%, and the — rp 7 be. 


1 main, and " Unrightcouſneſ ſhall bear no more | | | 


ſion Entreat you, that things may go Well . g 


ii is too late, and before they be hidden 
from your Eyes, by laying aſide all imme- 
derate Care of the World, and every sin 
that does ſo eaſily beſet you, to run the 


1 
not miſs to be rewarded with a Crown 4 
of Life, which God the Righteous judge 


W 


2 


„„ 
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| and the ways of Uprightneſs, which js of 
. 2 


r 


more Value than ten thouſand . | | 
and Fi 
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Y who would ſtruggle for a handful of 
5 Earthtill he loſes ſo glorious a Diadem? 


Now ſome may make a query why St. 


E bn ſays, Al muſt come to Judgement; 
* ſeeing our Saviour tells us, He t hat Be- 
* lieveth, hall not come in Judgtment; but he 


that Belicueth not, is Condemned already. 
Now if it beſo ordained, that the Faith- | 
| - fal: ſhall not come to Judgement ; why 
Idoes he ſay, A org come? Tothis1 thus 


2 reply. 


n 


4 
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Certain f It is, that the Faithful Be- 


| [liever ſhall not come into Judgement, 
Ithat is of Condemnation, for to them 

there is no Condemnation; but the Sen- 
tence of Come ye Bleſſed, &c. will be ſud- 
Aaialy pronounc'd; and as for the wicked, | 
ie appears they are Condemned already; 


however, they all muſt appear, both the 


Ef one.and the other, to be Sentenced pur- 
A ſuant to their Condemnation: : For, as we 


find it, Eccleſ. 3. God ſhall Judge the Juſt, 


and the Unjuſt; the one to Salvation, and the 
+4 etber to 1 ſo that every one 


muſt come, tho their coming will be dif- 
ferent. 


Now as to the other Point ! propoſe, 


4 dans che s tone of the Tryal, by 
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- which 


| 


and Goſpel, that all our Words, Thoughts, | i 
and Works may be agreeable to what is] 
Commanded, and direct vs in them, that} 1 
ſo we may be able to chuſe that which i is} 
Good, and eſchew that which is Evil; for“ 


8 


trary to that, is Evil; And ſince this muſt 
be done, how carefully ought we to Read 
and Hear, and well Underſtand his Law; 


thoſe who are Ignorant of them, are but 


in a very bad caſe, as St. Paul tell us, when 
he ſays, That the Lord Jeſus will come in 


Flames of Fire, to render Vengeance to them 
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which Mens Thoughts, and Wards, and Yy 
Works, ſh-Il be Try'd; St. Paul tells us, | 
Wt | At this great day, God [ball Judge the Secrets: | i 
| of Mens Hearts by bis Goſpel, Rom. 1. 16. 
So it is Evident our Thoughts, Words, = 
and Works mult take their Tryal by the = 
| Word of God; and whatever goes con-. 


* 


r ** 


* : 


that know bim not, and Obey ok the Goſpe] 
11 Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Thet: . © 


Conſidering then theſe things, all that | | 
Love their Souls, ought highly to value 
the Word of God, and ſeek with all dili- 
gence to be knowing in it, and obedient |. 
to the Precepts it contains, and then it will; 
ſtand on their ſide; when on the contra-- 
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| of it, i "that by which they mult be Jadped, 


nation; therefore let all diligently Labour 
to be id tructed in ir, Read it, Remember 
it, and Square the Actions of their Lives 


ole may be well with them in the W orld 
Jto „ 
Now in verſe 13, St. John ſays, And 
1 the Sea gave up the Dead that were in ber, 
0 Death and Hell gave up the Dead that 
2 were in them, and they were Judged every 
RY one cording to their deeds. = 
No it may ſeem ſtrange to Men, that 
. thoſe who have been Eaten by Fiſhes, Fowl, 
1] Eaten again, perhaps, by Men that have been 
{Burnt to Aſhes, and their Aſhes ſcattered 
{in the Wind or Waves, ſhonld riſe again 
and come to Judgment; but when we con- 
der there is nothing impoſſible with God, 
and that it was a more difficult Work to 
Create all things out of nothing, than to 
1 recollect a little ſcattered Duſt, and new 
form it again, we ought with Awe and Re- 
| verence to ſtand off at a diſtance, and not 


* 
F ; 2 


| dare to-queſtion or diſpute the Actions of 
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will ſtand againſt them to their Condem-\|| 


{by it as long as they are in this World, that | 


for wild Beaſts, and thoſe Creatures been 


| r but rather nf be- 
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. again, ſeeing the Wicked Profper | 
more than the Juſt, it is but reaſonable: 3 
there ſhovld be a time of Rewarding the] 


to be made partakers of Life and Joy, and 


| day of Judgment, when all ſhall come be- 


| the 
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. it all be ſo, decauſe he has 10 it; 11 | 


whois Truth it ſelf, and cannot Lie. And 


one, and Puniſhing the other; the Godiy 


the Wicked of Shame and Puniſhment; 
and this will certainly be done at the laſt 


fore the Righteous Judge, Who has Re- 
wards and Pu niſnments to diſtribute, as in 


mige. 

But not to ſpend time nicely upon pro- 
ving the Reſurrection, which is aſſured to 
us by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and 
iſe Men of all Ages, which if they 
were not indeed the Beſt Men, here they 


his Righteous Judgment he ſhall deter- a i 


es 
* 1 — * 


were of all others the moſt Miſerable; 
| but Chriſt being certainly Riſen from the 
Dead, and became the firſt fruits of them | 

that Nept in the duſt, all ſhalt like wiſe 
| | Ariſe to appear at his Judgment-Seat i in 

| the laſt day; for were this not fo, all our 
| Religion is in vain. But ſeeing; none but a 
{few Atheiſts and Epicureans deny it, affir- ji 
| og; Men die like Beaſts, and dying, both 
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their | 
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| [their Joys and Sorrows end at once, I ſhall 
not ſtruggle to confute them more than the 
[=4Scripture has plainly done; and indeed, 
+ | by the way, it may be a queſtion, whether 
F {even theſe Men, in a great degree, do not 
I believe it, but ſeem not ſo to do, leſt it 
> | ſhould hinder them in their progreſs of 
Þ worldly Pleaſures, and wicked courſe of 
Living, to which end, no doubt, they wiſh | | 
3 there might be no Reſurrection, or dread- | | 
fal Day of Account; yet, for all this, when 
| 4 they come to die, they are moſtly of ano- 
ther opinion their Conſciences then tel- 
ling them, they muſt one day Ariſe and 
come to Judgment: So that Trembling 
land Horror feizes them, and they go out 
of the World deſpairing of Mercy. But 
to come cloſer to my purpoſe, - 

As for Chriſt's Riſing from the Dead, 
it was not barely to expiate our Sins, but 
alſo to obtain Righteouſneſs for us, even 
Ito give us the Holy Spirit, and the com- 
forts of Eternal Life. For, 

- Firſt, He Roſe for our Juſtification. 

Secondly, For our Regeneration.” And 

Thirdly, For our Reſurection to Everla- 
fin Life and Glory in the World to como. 
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Now as for the Fruits of his Glorious Re- 


med he hath made 3 ſatisfaction for Þ + 
our N. 
N plied unleſs he had Died and Roſe again. . 


4 Ghoſt, by whoſe Gifts and Graces we are, 
in Chriſt, Regenerated and Born again 6 


5 of our Bodies at the day of Judgment. 
is our Head, and we are his Members. 


|| the cauſe of Death. 
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ined Tor us by his Dying and. Riſing ing a- 
gain; and theſe he applies to us, which he 
Merited for us of his own free Love. 


ſur reclion, They are, 14 
1. That by his Merits we are Confir- | 


2, The application of his Benefits, | 
which could not have effectually been ap- 


Thereby ſending the Comforter, or Holy | 


77 


Eternal Life. 1 

3. By his Reſurrection we are concer- | 1 
ned in a perpetual and applying Righ- |. 4 
teouſneſs begun, which will be Conſum- 
mated in Eternal Life, in the Refurrection — 


In the Firſt of theſe, By reaſon Chrift* 
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Secondly, Seeing he hath taken away gs, 15 i 


Thirdly, He received Life for us. 2 4 
Fourthiy, We have the ſame Spirſt. 
_- Fifthly, By the Man Chriſt Jeſus came J 
the 5 from the Dead. And 
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* Tach, The Fruit of Chriſt's Reſurre- 
Aion is to us the Fruit of all thoſe Benefits 
* Glorifications of his Church Militant 


Day, he hath made us partakers of his 


1 


> . | fication, which his Merits only purchaſed 


Ito us. And thus ſpeaking himſelf, he 
| ſaith, I ſpeał unto you, that in me you might 
baue Peace; in the World ye ſhall have Tri- 


23 


bulation, but be of good Cheey, for I have over- 
Leone the World, John 16. 53. And St. Paul 
tells us, To this end C briſt both dyed and roſe 


Lord. of the Living and the Dead, Rom. 
| 114. . f 

By this we plainly ſee, that however 
Jour Bodies are ſcattered or diſperſed in 
FS Death, they ſhall unite again, = ariſe at 
| Ihe Sound of the laſt Trumpet, by the 
[mighty Power of God, who is able to do 


| whatſoever pleaſeth him both in Heaven 
and Earth; neither the Sea nor Hell, ſhall | 
Abe able to Confine them, when they are 


sommoned to appear. 
be Hour ſhall come, ſaith our Saviour; that all 


3 on Earth: And ſo, by Riſing the Third 


| Righteouſneſs, SanQification, and Glori- 


again and revived, that he might be both the | 


| a that are in the Grave [hall hear the Voice of the | 
5 | Son ee and come e fern. And again, the Lori | 


Za 


Jeſus s bimſelf ſhall deſc end ad conte i | 
out, and the voice of the Arch- Angel, and] 
W | with the 75 rumpet of God, and then the. 
Dead in Chriſt ſhall firſt ariſe, &c. 1 Theſl:* 


ſobey it; even the Fiends themſelves ſhall XK 
| hear it and tremble, and be controling 4 


ö 


ry ſecret thing ſhall be revealed ; all the | 
| Kings of the Earth ſhall appear, as well 


without excuſe or delay. 


ſand conſider this, that they might now 
hear Chriſts Mild and Gentle Voice in! | 


= > pg my malt be OO? to appear 


exemption: Riches and Worldly Honour | | ji 


| but every one muſt be enforced to obey 
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4. 16. And this Voice ſhall be heard in all : | 
parts of the World, no corner fhall eſcape il 
this Sound, and all ſhall be compelled to] 


” = 4. 


to give up the Priſoners they have a long 
time Confined in their dark and diſmal 
Dungeons of Woe and Sorrow, and eve 


_ ” 
4 1 1 


as the meaneſt Beggar; there ſhall be no 4 


ſhall fignifie nothing at this General day, 


the Son of God, and haſten to EIS: 4 8 
O that Men therefore would be Wise, ; 


| bis Word, and by his Minifters calling 
| them to Repentance, and forſake their 
| Sins, ere they hear his terrible Voice cak Þ 
ling them to Judgment, at the found of | 
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I rection.. Let us walk here, that we may 
| | verifie the ſaying of St. Paul, Viz, Our | 
- | Converſation is in Heaven, from whence we 
I alſo look for our Saviour the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hall change our vile Body, that it mig ht 
be Eaſtioned like unto bis Glorious Body, ac- 


able to ſubaue all things to himſelf, Phil. 3. 
20, 21. And that we may be aſſured he 
Ef will do this, if we are Obedient to him, 
the ſame Apoſtle further ſaith, But now 


be firſt Fruits of them that ſlept, for ſince by 


* OY „ 
2 — 


H Counſels ; but that it will certainly be, the 
N Teſtimony, 3$1 tl-:nk has been made ſurf. 
4 giently Evident; and as for the manner of 
it, that he bath declared alſo to us. And 
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defore him, whoſe Face will be a terror 
to the Wicked. 

Therefore, Let us in all Afflictions and 
Miſeries ſtrengthen our ſelves, that our 
Recompence and exceeding Reward, if 
we do well, will be in a happy Refur- 


cording to the mighty workiag, whereby be is | 


Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, and is become | 


Man came Death, ſo by Man alſo came the 
Re ſurrection from the Bead. 

As for the Day of the Reſurrection, 
God hath hitherto ſhut it up in his Eternal 


0 thoſe that remain alive at that . (as 


SHE. - 


are entering on the Eternal Spring of all | Ml 
yi Felicity ; and this Tertullian affirms, when | a 
Ihe ſays, The Confidence of a Che iſtian is in| 
the Re ſurrection from the Dead; and Job in, 

the midſt of his Afiction, Comforted 
himſelf in ſaying, J know that my Redeemer | "il 
Lech, and that I ſhall ſtand in the latter 
: 4% upon the Earth; and tho after my Skin, | 
WA orms deſtroy my Bedy, yet m my Fiſh 


in the aſſured hope they have of the Re- 
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well as thoſe who ſhall riſe from theiy: = 
Graves) ſhall be caught up together with | 
them in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in | Ml 
| the Air, and fo ſhall we forever be with | i 
the Lord, if our Sins preſs us not down to 1 
Deſtruction. | | 


Even the hope of a Bleſſed Reſurrection = g \ 


is the greateſt Comfort of Good Men and 


| Women, for it is all they have to rely on | Ml 


for their Happineſs; for then they may 
look up with Joy, and ſing becauſe their 
Winter of Sorrow is over paſt, and they | 


1/24 I fee God; and what more 8 than | 2 
| this can ſet forth the Joy of the Righteous | MM 


ſurrection, to make them contemn and | W 
deſpiſe all their ſufferings here, ſeeing there 

they ſhall not fail of a Retribution that | i 
will abundantly Recompence their Sor 


1 to the Wicked. 


ſernverſation is in Heaven, from whence we 
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: before him, whoſe Face will be a terror J 


I. Therefore, Let us in all Afflictions and 
| | Miſeries ſtrengthen our ſelves, that our 
Recompence and exceeding Reward, if 
we do well, will be in a happy Refur- 
I rection. Let us walk here, that we may 
& | verifie the ſaying of Sr, Paul, Viz, Our | 


I alſo look for our Saviour the Tord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who [hall change our vile Body, that it might 
be Faſhioned like unto bis Glorious Body, ac- 
4 cording to the mighty working, whereby be is 
able to ſubauz all things to himſelf, Phil. 3. 
20, 21. And that we may be aſſured he 
will do this, if we are Obedient to him, 
| the ſame Apoſtle further ſaith, But now 
Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, and is become 
tbe firſt Fruits of them that ſlept, for ſince by 
Man came Death, ſo by Man alſo came the 
Feſurrection from the Bead. 

As for the Day of the Reſurrection, 
God hath hitherto ſhut it up in his Eternal 
Counſels; but that it will certainly be, the 
F Teſtimony, 3$1 tl::nk has been made ſuffi. 
1 giently Evident; and as for the manner of 
it, that he hath declared alſo to us. And 
* THO, that remain alive at that 4 . 
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Graves) ſhall be caught vp together with 
chem in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in | 
the Air, and fo ſhall we forever be with 

Even the hope of a Bleſſed Reſerrectlon 


| Women, for it is all they have to rely on 
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well as thoſe who ſhall riſe from their | Wh 


the Lord, if our Sins preſs us not down to | i 
Deſtruction. © nn 


is the greateſt Comfort of Good Men and 2 TY 


[for their Happineſs; for then they may | WW 


look up with Joy, and fing becauſe their ; 1 | 


[Winter of Sorrow is over paſt, and they 
are entering on the Eternal Spring of all 


[i Felicity ; and this Tertullian affirms, when | © 


Ihe ſays, The Confidence of a Cbr iſtian is in 
the Re ſurrection from the Dead; and Job in 


| {the midſt of his Affliction, Comforted þ 1 5 


himſelf in ſaying, J know that my Redeemer 


Liveth, and that I ſhall ſtand in the latter = 


day 4pon the Earth; and thy after my Skin, 9 


A'orms deſtroy my Bedy, yet in my Fliſh | 
Hall I fee God; and what more plain than 


chis can ſet forth the Joy of the Righteous | 3 


in the aſſured hope they have of the Re- 


ſurrection, to make them contemn and | 


deſpiſe all their ſufferings here, ſeeing there | 
they ſhall not fail of a Retribution that | MW 
ill abundantly Recompence their Sor- |... 
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3 rows, when they ſee the Salyation of | 
| God. 


| Efſaiah Expr eſſes the Reſurtection in 
very Emphatical Words, when he ſays, M 

| | Thy Dead Men ſhall Live; together with my 
Dead Body ſhall they ariſe: Awake and Sing, ye 

that Dwell in the Duſt, for thy Dew is as the 
Dem of Herbs, and the Earth ſhall caſt out 
the Dead ; at that time the People ſball be de- 
livered every one that be ſuing written in tbe 
Book, Ela. 26. 19. and Ezekiel is very expreſs, 
| | when he ſays, Thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, 
On People, I will open the Graves, and cauſe 
cu to come out of the Craves, and ring ye pl 
into the Land cf Iſrael, and ye ſhall know 
that I am the Lord, when 1 have opened your | 
F | Graves, O my People ; and brought you up ou: 
|» | of your Graves, and (hall put my Spirit into 
| 302, and you ſhall Live, Ezek. 37. 12. 
Now as to the uſe of this, it is to be 
| confider'd, let us Die what Deaths we ſhall 
be appointed to, and be Scattered to the 
four Winds under Heaven; zyet ſor all that, 
our Duſt ſhall be collected by the mighty 
power of God, that the Soul may again 
| {enter the Body, and both come to Judge- 
ment; therefore, even whilſt we Live, 
* "ii us be 8985 as it were Knocking 2 
By be 
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che Gates of the Grave, and then Death | | 


ſhall have no Power over us to do us hurt; 


for if we are thinking continually we muſt | 
| Die, it will make us fo Live, that we may 


Die well, and hope for a glorious Reſur- 


rection to Life Eternal; for as the Tree ; | 


falls, fo it lies; as Death leaves us, ſo will 


Judgement find us: But in dying Wickedly, | 
however ſome may deceive themſelves, | 


Death is ſo far from ending our Miſery, 


(chat on the contrary it is che beginning 


of it; for we find when the Rich Man Dy- 
ed, Death was the Gate to Let him into 
Hell Torments, the worſt,& moſt ſevereſt 


oc all Miſer ies; therefore let us take heed | 
how we raſhly wiſh for Death, ere we 


are Prepared for it, as often Fooliſh People 
do, when they are nander Affliction, as 


8 vainly {uppoſiag 1 it will Lull them in an E. 


ternal Slumber, and at once eaſe all their 


| Vifertes;for if they die in their Sins, it had 


been derter tor them never to have been 


Born then to Die; and every Creature elſe | 
is in a better State of Dying, becauſe they! 
ceaſe to he, and their Pains are at an end, 
but it is not ſo with Man, he has yet an 
Account remaining to Reckon 1225 * de 
| oy of POO. | « 420 
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F As to 5 he ſecond uſe of this Doctrine 
+ of the Refurrection, it ought to fix Con- 
ſolation on the Minds of Good Men, ſee- 
| | ing by it their Redemption draws nigh, 
| ſo that tho? it be at a diſtance, their Eyes 
| ought ever to be fix'd upon it, becauſe 
then they ſhall receive the Recompence 
& - | of Reward for all the Labours, Sorrows, 
| | Miferies, Scorns, and Reproaches they un- 
| dergo in this World: ; ſeeing the more their 
| Afﬀiictions are here, the greater ſhall their 
| Happineſs be hereafter; for then they will 
| ſhine as the Sun inthe Kingdom of their 
Heavenly Father, and be Cloathed ia the 
| | Precious Robes of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, 
and be Crowned with a Crown of Im- 
| mortal Glory, &c. 


As to the third uſe, the Tboughts of l 
| | the ReſurreQion, ought to be of excee-| er. 
| | ding Conſolation to Good Men, becauſe | WW” . 
Death ſhall not have Power to keep their . 

| Bodies in the Priſon of the Grave, but as 


E | they ſhall riſe Gloriovſly, and as Chriſt 
| | the Captain of their Salvation has done, 
Triumph over Death and Hell, in their 
> | riſing State to Life Eternal; and this ſhould 
© 4 make us uſe our Bodies Honeſtly, and be 
28 ny Cautious to 98 them e as 
R 1 5 cing | 
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Wocing the Living Temples of the Holy | 


Ghoſt, who is to Sanctiſie them, that of | 3 g 


Corruptible Bodies, they may riſe Incor- 
ruptible and Glorious Bodies. 


1 ſures us, that whatſoever Death we Die, 
ve ſhall riſe again, and that thoſe that are 
in Chriſt only ſhall riſe to Life and Glory: 
This muſt Teach us not to be Sorry for 
Whoſe that Die in the Lord, becauſe they | 


FX 1 


Neain to be everlaſtingly Happy; for hear 
what St. Paul ſays, vi x. I would not have you | 
Ignorant, Brethren, concerning thoſe that are a 
ieep, that you ſhould not Mourn as thoſe that 


ſuffice as to theſe Particulars, 
Now further St. John ſays in this mat- 


WY", 8 


not without difficulty we are brought to 
believe this Point of being Judged accor- 
ding to our Works. O it is a very hard 
matter to. Convince Men and Women of | 
ine Truth of this, that they muſt give an 

| Account 
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hade no Hope, 1 Thef. 4. 3. and this may | 
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ter, viz, Aud they were Judged eva one ac- 
cording to their Works. ff 
{ This is often repeated by the Holy Spi- WM 
rit, and. worthy of all Remark, for the] 

reaſon it is ſo often mention'd, is, becauſe 
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Fourthly, Seeing that the Word of God. | -- 


reſt from their Labours, and ſhall riſe a-“ 
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| Account. according to their Works; for 
certainly were they ſenſible of it, many 3 
thouſands would not Live as they do ing 
all manner of Prophaneneſs, and Wicked. | — 
| neſs; but ſurely their Hearts muſt quake r. 
and tremble to conſider that even their 
| Ungodly Works muſt one day come to 
Judgement, and their reward be ſuitable 
to them. 3H 
Ho needful is it then that all who arc 
| fo Blinded with Ignorance, and eafily De- 
luded by the ſuggeſtions of the Devil, and 
their own Wicked Imaginations, to pray La 
to God for the Guidance and Aſſiſtance 
F jofhis Holy Spirit in all their ways, and. in 
to ſoften their Stony Hearts, that they I Fi 
may ſee the Error of their Ways, and ac- 
| [knowledge with the true Penitent Sinner 
& {the Jugement and Wrath of God due un. 
& {to them for ever, and to render all po: co 
i ſible Praiſe and Thanks for the dayhy Ju 
F {Preſervation of their Lives, fo ſhall the) w 
Enjoy a quiet Conſcience, and not only be Hal 
I Comforted and refreſhed in this Life, but B. 
J end their Days with full aſſurance of a Joy- R 
{ful RefurreQion in the Life to come, as the I th 
Y 4 ee of all u 1597 ttz 
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The fourth Sermon, Setting forth matters | 


relating to Death and Hell, and alſo of _ 


the Joys of Heaven, 


8 . 


— 


Rev. 20. 2. 14, 15. 


x 14. And Death and Hell were caſt into the 
_— of Fire, that is the ſecond Death. 
And whoſoever was not found written 


| comi 
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in hy Book of Life, was Wy into the Lake 5 3 
| Fire. | oo 
'H Avin; lay'd down very plainly who = 

the 1 is, witk the manner of his 


W judzes, even both ſmall and great, like. 


| Books of Conſcience, of Life, and the 


that Judgement upon all the Ungodly, 


. 


ä 
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to judgement, alſo who ſhall be! | Bp 


| wiſe the Evidence and Records by which: i L 
all muſt be try'd and Sentenced, even they WM 


— 


Revealed Word of God. It now remains! 


that I come to Treat of the excecution of | Wl 


ao meins Life have deſpiſed the ways of = 
8 Wo, | 


1 Righteouſneſs, and turned their Backs vp. 
Jon Admonition and Good, that ſhould 
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thorn to their Ways, ſo that they might 


= | laſting Torments, by the Power of the 
= | Sentence that will be pronounc'd again 
them according to their Works: For 0} 
I what a Terrible thingwill it be, what Hor: 
ror and Aſtonifhment muſt it raiſe in their 


| them, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into Hil 
= | Fire, there everlaſtingly to remain with th: 
I Devil and bis Angels? &c. When immedi. 


Death and Hell ſhall be caſt into the Lake 
other particulars, that in ſome manner 


explain the meaning of this, becauſe ſome 


I the canſeq 


= 
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I Theldfty 


reat Aſiæe. 1 


2 
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have been a Light to them, and a Lan- 


have walked Honeſtly, and Honeſtly to 
have prevented their falling into ever. 


Souls, when they ſhall hear Chrilt {ay to 


ately the Execution of the Sentence (hall 
follow. 2 
And now becauſe St. John ſays, Tha 


Fire, which is the ſecond Death; it wil 
not be amiſs by the way, ere I come to 


have made an Objection to theſe Word: 
as improper, alledging that Death is no. 
a Body, nor indeed any Body, but on!) 
wence of Mans dying, and go- 


ing out of this Lifez and as for Hell, ſay 


they, 
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hey, How can it be caſt into it ſelf, when 


y the Lake of Fire: And as for the ſecond 


de an eaſe and end of all their Mifery ? 
Death, is not meant Hell it ſelf,nor Death | 
ed themſclves Heirs to Hell and Death, | 
ving in this World; the Words bein 

hat dye in their Sins; and as for the ſe- 
ond Death, tho” they do not aQually die 
pain, yet being Dead to all Good, the 


ins and torments they ſhall ſuffer with= 
ut Remedy or End, is taken for Death, 


eight 'of Sin about them, ſhall be caſt 


5 all manner of n to avoid this end- 


1 1 


Death, how can they dye, who are doo- 
ned to live Eternally in Torments ; and | 
wiſh to dye, but cannot; for that would | 


© ſelf, but the Perſons who have entai- | 


poken \ Metaphorically, refering to thoſe] 


11 


To this 1 Anſwer, Here by Hell and 


y their Wicked courſes, and Reprobate 
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ecauſe it is worſe than Death it ſelf, which _—_ 
ſpecially by the Wicked, even here | is ac“ Mi 
ounted the worſt of Evils; and they“ 

ould fly any where to avoid it, were it |'- | 
oſſible, and theſe are they that with their 


ito the Lake of Fire. Who then, if they. l | 
id but rightly conſider, would not labour | © 
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tis there already? Which muſt be meant 
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endlefs Miſery, for as the Prophet ſays, 
Ibo can dwell with the everlaſting Burning. 
= ]And yet ſuch as are Heirs to Hell and 
| Death, muſt endure them, they muſt be 
caſt into the Lake of Fire; a Fire tha 
cannot be Quenched being continvallyiſ 
Blown into a Pema de Heat, by the 
angry Breath of the Almighty, the Fuel 
whereof is never Conſumed, no more thay 
| the Damned that mult endure it, who are 
| kept. by his Power freſh for Eternal Pain; 
and beſide this, the Worm of Conſcience 
that never dieth, will be always Gnawing| 
| and ere them p erpetually, brit. 
ging into their Remembrance the Happi- 
= dels they have loſt, for vain and idle triße 
= | and ſhaddows; ſetting at the ſame tin 
= before their Eyes the horrors of the dil. 
= | mal Place that encloſes them, and wha 
lendleſs Torments they are like to endure, 
making them gnaſh their Teeth for Pain 
land Curſe the day of their Birth; but all 
to no purpoſe, for they are for ever ſu 
in; the Gates, once ſhut, never to be opt 
| ned again; and thus much for diſcuſſag 
fItheſe Points may ſuffice. 
I And now I ſhall proceed to the next 
; Verſe, where this inſpired Evangeliſt ſays 
1 2 bat whoſuever i is not Feen written in tit 
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ire. Now as for this Fire, it cannot reaſon- 


s dreadful enough; but for ſomething far 
at exceeding it, becauſe i it never ſhall go out“ 
Mor never Conſume what is doomed toß 
he bide in it, tho" it torments with unſpea- 


xable torment; then let us conſider it the 
noſt dreadful of all things, that is the 
Wecond Death, not only of the Body, but 
in. f the Body and Soul together, in their 

Damnation for ever more. 


10g] 

by nd only dye the firſt Death, which is the | 
ppi. Meath of the Body; as a Debt due to Na- | 
ite ure; for there is no Condemnation to | 
Linif hem that are in Chriſt ; ; the ſecond Death 
Gif. hall not reach them; or, as St. Fobn ſays, 

v hat bey ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond Death. 
jure As for what is more plainly meant by 
pan he ſecond Death, I come now briefly to 
it alMWandle it. | 
u Firſt, It is a per petual Baniſhment from 
 ope-M-ods Prefence, and from all that can be 
fling Walled good or delightful; to have the 


, nexiMWPraiding and tormenting thoſe that are ſo 
t ſays by unhappy, and beyond all ex- 


. — 


Book of Life, ſhall be. caſt into the Lake | | a 


ably be taken for a material Fire, tho that |? | 


Then happy are they that eſca this, 5 i | 


ompany of Infernal Fiends, always up- 
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1 25 preſſion of Words, Jo o miſerable as to fat 


that Men by their Sins ſhovld- procure 


into it: O what a | woeful Death is this 


their Baniſhment from the Bleſſed Pre. 


| Sin like a Horſe upon a charged Spear | 
{ When our Saviour tells us, All the bappineſ 
| of the Righteous, ſhall be in ſtanding in th 
| | 3 Mat. 5. 8. 


= be to the Wicked, not only to be caſt 


= | alone is exceeding miſerable without an) 
= | further Puniſhment ; becauſe God is the 


'4 | is Li e, and at whoſe right hand is Plea- 
f | ſures for ever more, is a fall from the high. 


ſence of God, and from the Glory of bis 
Power, and be plucked and hal led fron 
ſo Infinite a Bleſſing, by the Devils that 
have been chiefly Inſtrumental to debar 
them of it, in cauſing them to ruſh upon 


be bolding of God, and being in bis Preſeno 
Then what Miſery and Woe muſt it 
out, of his Preſence, but to be caſt like. 


wiſe into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels? Since the loſs} 


alone Fountain of Life, and whatever i; 
ont of his Preſence, cannot contain the 
leaſt joy ment of it. 

Again, This loſs of God whoſe Preſence 


eſt. 8 into nnn perdition, 
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| and 1 


that depart from his amiable Preſence, is | MW 
the Company they ſhall have forever with = 
the Devil and his Angels; according as | 


Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis Angels, | 
Mat 25. 14. And this Sentence includes | 
Wretched Sinner; having in theſe Words | 
of all the holy Angels, Saints, and all the} 


Bleſſed in Heaven, who ſhall likewiſe Re- | 
joice in the Juſt Sentence of the Righte- i 


call Devils, be wanting to Rejoice, that by 

ike their ſeducements they have withdrawn | E 
for him from God, to make him partaker in | 
los | their Torments, who, becauſe they can- 


not do good, make it their whole ſtudy |- 


into Ruine, they may bring unthinking 


ſence! that he may partake of their Miſeries : | WM 
len- Nay more, a Sinner ſhall here have the | | 
hight Curſes of thoſe himſelf hath deluded, en- | 
tion, 605 and drawn away to Sin, whereby 
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| = a ſecond degree of the Miſery of thoſe | 4 f 


bur Saviour himſelf hath expreſſed it,viz. | i 
Depart from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting | Wl 


all the Woe and Miſery that can befal a 14 


the Curſe of Chriſt upon him, and even | al 


ons Judge; nor ſhall his Companions the} I ' 


and delight to do all the evil they can ; ö 4 | | 
that as themſelves are inſeparably fallen _ 


Man to fall likewiſe from his Obedience, "1 


ns Termadfe | 


Y they re Forfeited their everlaſting hap- 0 

pineſs, and nothing ſhall Salute his Ears, \ 

but Shrieks, Howlings, and Lamentations, 

1 CarUnigs and Blaſphemings, G0. f 
ti 
fa 


pews 


Ihe horror of the place ſhall add like-| 
MM |-wiſe to their Miſery, being every where | Ml c 
= | full of Ghaſtly Terror, for which reaſon | M t 
WW | the Scripture calls it Hell, Tophet, the F, 
= | Bottomleſs Pit, the Place of endleſs Per- W 61 
1 dition, the Fiery Lake, and the like. | 

= | But the greater Miſery it adds, is, becauſe 
it is Eternal Puniſhment; that thoſe who 2 
are Condemned to it, moſt ſuffer without th 
all hope of End, and their Puniſhment be Fj 
= i Intermiſſion; ; for, ſays St. John, 75 D. 
= 1504 of their Torments ſhall aſcend ever-\il Pi 
ore, and they ſhall bave no reſt, Day nor I ha 
= | ' Night, Rev. 14. II. This is a Puntſhment ¶ the 
unexpreſſible under the Wrath of an An- Sin 
gry and Incenſed God, who will never Re 
look with any Eye of Compaſſion on thoſe -{ 
= | that are ſhut up in theſe Dungeons of Mi- der 
= | ſery; for they ſnall not only Ioſe his Glo- Wa) 
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tions Preſence, in which is fullneſs of Joy Pie 

= | for evermore, but be perpetually Tormen- 

= ted i in extinguiſhable Flames. 

I Now tho none wiſh to have this dread- 

=: bal Lot or FRO, and every Man and th 
Waoma 
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Woman thinks it will not fall to his or 
her Share, tho' they delay and put off Re- 
pentance to Old Age, or perhaps to the 
laſt Moment of Life; yet certain it is, 
there are Marks ſet upon thoſe that nal! 
fall under this heavy preſſure, and thoſe 
| that have this miſerable Portion, are the} nil 
Fearful, and Unbelieving, and Abomina- | 
ble, and Murtherers, and Whoremongers, 
and Sorcerers, and Lyars, Cc. for theſe | il 
without extraordinary Repentance, and] WM 
Gods great Mercy, ſhall certainly havej Ml 
their part in the Lake that Burns WItb 4 
Fire and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond 
Death; by which it is plain, that all who] MW 
Die Impenitent are Included, and will; 
have an impaſſible Gulf fixed between 1 
them, and thoſe whom a true ſenſe of their | Mi 
Sins touched, to bring them to a ſincere | 
Repentance. 1 
that Men and Women would conſi- = 
der theſe things in time, and not caſt a- | 
way themſelves for gaining Riches, orf 
Pleaſure, or Honour, whilſt they neglect | 
the moſt weighty thing neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, which is a timely Repentance, and | Ml 
Living up to thoſe Rules that appointed _ 
_ to Work out their Salvation, whillt . 
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tit is yet to day, leſt the Night of Death 
ſcome upon them unawares, wherein no 
| Man can Work. 
Now to Fear and Tremble at theſe 
14 thisgs, that it may work in our Hearts a 
= | Godly Sorrow for Sin, leading to Repen- 
= | tance, the fame St. John tells us, in the 
W | ſixth verſe of this Chapter T bat ſuch as 
| would eſcape this Puniſhment muſt do ſo, for 


Part in the farſt Reſurrection, for on ſuch the 
ſecond Death ſhall bave no Power, but they 
Hall be Prieſts of God and Chriſt, and [hall 
| Reign with him, &c. _ 

= | By this it is evident, that ſuch as are 
W - | to eſcape Eternal Condemnation, are they 
| F that have their part in the firſt Reſur- 
= agen, and that is, by riſing out of the 


Grave of Sin, to the newneſs of Life, 


Iich is otherwiſe called dying unto Sin, 
= | and liviag unto Chriſt, which is the firſt 
happy Reſurrection; for St. Paul tells us, 
b that were dead in Sin, hath. he quick ned; 
and we are Buryed with Chriſt in Baptiſme; 
bb like as he riſetb again to the Glory of 
= | his Father, ſo chen we ſfroud walk in nen- 
l,. f Life, Epheſ. 2. 1. and Rom 6. 6. 

= | .To, R] Whether this may be aptly 


| . {ſays he, Bleſſed and Holy is be that hath bis 
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ways, that we fall not again into Sin, that 


Co-Heirs with Chriſt; thoſe who have not 


double Death, and but one Reſurrection, 


cond. Death. 
to be ſure of the firſt Reſurrection, and 


= 1 
* 1 
* : is l 
8 1 
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may notwithſtanding deprive us of ſo} Wal 
great a Bleſſing; for if this firſt Refur-] Wh 

rection be continued to us to the end, | al 
then in the ſecond we ſhall be owned and. 
received as the Children of God, and made! 


Therefore, Let every one, I ſay, labour | 


applyed to us, we are ſeriouſly to enter | 
into the Cloſet of our Souls, and there to- 

examine our ſelves, whether we are riſenn 
from Sin in this Life, to a Newneſs and | i 
Holineſs of Life; if ſo, there is a great 
Sign we have attained to the firſt Reſur-]} 
rection; and then we ovght to be very | -l 
careful and diligent in taking heed to our | 


| 


this Teſtimony, may be ſaid to have a 


as dying ia Sin here, which is the firſt} 
Death of the Body, and dying as it is cal- | 
led an Eternal Death hereafter, which is 
the ſecond Death both of Body and Soul ; | ff 
For as ſuch had no part in the firſt Refur=j Ml 
rection, fo the ſecond Reſurrection is on- 
y to call them to the Judgment of the ſe-] "il 


then the ſecond will be pleaſant and eaſy | 
. „ to 
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Iwill not hurt them, but they ſhall enter 
from Judgment into Heaven, with Tri- 
| | umphant-Songs, and remain there in Bliſs 
for ever and ever, accompanied with Che- 
| rubims, Seraphims, Arch-Angels, Angels, 
„ | Saints, and all the Holy ee of Bleſ- 
fed Spirits. 1 
© But again, whoever was not found writ- 
ten in the Book of Life, was caſt into the 
Lake of Fire. 
In the foregoing verſe, the Execution 
flof the laſt Judgment is plainly demonſtra- 


o 7 9 * 
has 3 


ted, alſo who they are that ſhall under go 


$ the Puniſhment, and who on the other 


[tions and that the Places for Rewards 
* {and Puniſhments, are only two, iz. Hea- 
3 ven and Hell, For as St, Paul faith, the E- 
left (ball bave Eternal Life, but they that 


F# As for the Elect, thoſe are » they that 
£ are choſen in the Lord Jeſus, and have 
their Names written in the Book of 
Life, which is the Record of Heaven; 

and as in their Living they have differed 
from the e ſo 1 in mar future State 


hand ſhall be exempted from condemna- | 


IM = and as for the ſecond Death, it it 


| | be Reprobates ſal be aft into the . Lake of | 
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they ſhall be far different from them, for 
their Portion ſhall be endleſs Happineſs, 
and their Eternal Reward ſuch as the Eye 


| Fof Man never ſaw, nor has It entered in- 


to Mans Heart to conceive; ſeeing to con- 
ſummate their Bliſs God, ſhall be all in all 
to them, and that is every thing they can 
wiſh or deſire, and even beyond what they 
are able to conceive, ſince every Child of 


God ſhall have as it were a Kingdom, ex- 


ceeding far in Glory all the Kingdoms on 


the World. 


Again, In this Kingdom there ſhall be 
Eternalplenty, God will give them theWa- 
ter of Life, out of the Rivers of hisPleaſure, | 


defirable ; here indeed we fee God but in 


there we ſhall behold him Face to Face, 


| that the Children of Iſrael were not able 


to ſpeak with him for the Euſtre of it, 
without a veil caſt 8 Wa mall their 
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and Spiritual Food, as from a Boundleſs | # | 
Store; there ſhall be neither Hunger nor | al 
Thirſt, but all ſhall be ſatisfied, all the de 
fects of Body and Soul ſhall be ſupplied, and | 
be ſatiated with every good thing that is | , 


part, and that dimly as thro? a Glaſs, but 


and ſee him as be is; then if 2ofes's face 1 
ſhined in ſeeing him dimly on the Mount, 


Faces | 


Jez2 _ | —Theldf gen 4 Aer. | 


. 


# Faces much more ſhine, when they behold 
- God in his fall Glory, and ſee him as he 
$ is, living in his Preſence, and Reigning 
4 with him for eve... 

It will be a wonderful Glory doubt. 
. leſs to the Elect of God that they ſhall bear 
the Similitude of jeſus Chiiſt, the ſecond 
© | Perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity; for St. Pau] 
| | tells us, He ſhall change our Vile Bodies, and 
male em like unto his Glorious Body, Phil. 
2. 24. then to remain incorruptible and 
4 unchangeable . 
Therefore, Let every one make bis 
| [earneſt Supplication to God, that he would 
| | Gractoully be pleaſed to be. a Fountain of 
Ever-Living Water to beſprinkle our 
Hearts and Souls, for his Son-Jeſns Chriſts 
Take; and above all things endeavour to 
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4 once obtain'd, there is no need of any 
further Happineſs, for that will fully com- 


5 over-flowing our Hearts and Souls; but 
fit this be omitted and loſt to us, tho? we 
| ] ſhould gain the whole World, it would 

prove but Madneſs ard Folly, for that 
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ſeek the Kingdom of God; for if that be 


pleat all the-meaſure'ot Joy, even to the 


| would ſoon; leave us; {o that having no 
4 . in . there remains n 
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Men or Angels fully to Expreſs the Joys of 
Heaven; ſo on the other Hand, they would 


Loſs of ſuch a Happineſs, as to the degree 


it muſt render the Loſer Miſerable; but 0 4 I; 
to gain the one, and avoid the other, is | 


the main end for which Man receives Life, 
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| vat Hell and Damnation 0 Receire : 
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and being therefore all the Study and |. MW 


Labour of our Lives, ought to be Em.“ 
ploy'd in making our Calling and Electi-.- - 
on ſure, that ſo when we part hence, we | Wl 
may not fail to be received i into the Eter-. =o 


nal Habitations of Bliſs and Happineſs, to 1 
Enjoy the Beatificł-Viſion, and lie down | va 


at Eaſe in his Fold, who is the Shepherd 


of our Souls, and Watches always over | 


| his Sheep for their exceeding advantage, MM 
who then wou'd be out of this Beffed. mn 


Fold, wherein there is ſo much Care ta- 7 : 
ken of them; and ſuch Bleſſings and 1B 
Comfort to be found, conſidering further | 


that thoſe who are dur of i it, have no place 


of Aboad but in Miſery ; for all-that are 4 J 
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not of Chriſts Flock, are the Goats on the 1 
| ms, Rand, even wretched and ungodly Sin-“ 
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and to think what the Latter end 
7 all ſuch will be, tho' now they ſeem 
little to regard it themſelves, is enough 
to make any conſidering Mans Heart quake 
and tremble, ſeeing the Holy Ghoſt has 
I ,expreſly told us, That all ſuch ſhall after Sen- 
tence be caſt into the Lake of Fire, which 1s 
| | the. ſecond Death, and that a Very terrible one. 
And alſo Chriſt ſaith to ſuch, Go, ye Curſed, 
into Everlaſting Fire. | 
Now as to this Lake, what it more fully 
is, and the Torments i it will inflict on the 
4 Wicked, tho' I have already ſpoken to, 
vet take it further thus, briefly under theſe | 
| | three Heads, 

8 Firſt, The Extremity of it; Secondly.the 
| Perpetuity of it; and Thirdly, that from 
4 it there is no Redemption or Releaſe, | 
As for the Extremity of it, The Pains 
# and Horror, are Intolerable beyond all 

"Expreſſion, if they could poſſibly be avoi- 
ded3 but as they cannot, they muſt be 
3 red. they . muſt be Tormented in 
tboſe Flames. | 
As to the Perpetuity of i it, it is endleſs j 
for fo long as God is God, fo long ſhall 
the Damned be Tormented in this Flame, 
N = that 1 is to all W IEG apt 1; 
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a toits beiag Remedileſs, certain ir is, i 


ta 


, * Chriſt having once Died for all Men 
will not Die again; and without ſuch a 
Redemption as can never be more ex- 
pected, the Angry Wrath of God will 
not be appeaſed, towards thoſe that have Jl 
| fallen under it; -and are caſt for their Sins % \ 
into tis Lake of Fi ire; nor will there be a- 
ny Mercy or Compaſſion extended to- 


1 


from all his vain Pleaſures and Delights, 1 
to become a New Man, and in time by a4 
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| wards them, or their cries and ſorrowful [WW 
| Lamentations move the leaſt Regard. . 
FP bis, ſeriouſly conſidered, one Would Kill 
think ſhould make a ſtony Hearted Sinner 1 
melt into Floods of Tears, and cry migh- JW 
tily Day and Night unto the Lord, until 
| his Pardon be Sealed ; that as Dives ſaid | WM 
of his Brethren, he might not come unto 
this place of Torment. 


It ſhould {care} 1 
him with the very thoughts of its horror 


ſteadfaſt Faith, lay hold on Chriſt Jeſus, 


that he might at laſt enter with him into | 
his Reſt. | 

Thus having ſufficiently ſpoken of the. 
Lake of Fire, and the Torment all wick- | Ml 
ed Men and Women without a timely Re-“ 


* are ee . to ſuffer | ue 
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and from which neither the Rocks 1 nor 
Mountains can bide or Shelter them; ſo 


if not for Love of their poor Souls, to lay 


ade every Sin that does ſo eaſily beſet 
L them, and ſo avoid coming to this diſmal 


place of Horror. 


{that-are deſirable on Earth, as that the 


twelve Gates of the New Jeruſalem, the 
Heavenly Canaan, are ſo many entire Pearls, 
the Walls are precious Stones, the Pave- 


that it might move all ſuch as thro Fear, | 


N 


The next thing I am to handle, is 
Z a more pleaſing Subject, which is the Joys 
of Heaven, and the Happineſs of the Bleſt 
. that mall dwell there for ever more. 
As for the Kingdom of Heaven, it muſt | 
Jon all hands be concluded to be a very 
M Glorious Place, as being the Reſidence of 
that God, who with Glory fills. the Hea- 
rens and 'the Earth; which conſideration 
made Holy David cry out,as in a Rapture, 
ELD how ami able are thy T aber natles, thou Lord 
f Hoſts) It is a Spiritual Kingdom, not 
E made with hands, it is palt all immagina- 
Gon, and contains in it all that can be 
wind or defired : St. John deſcribes it to 
be Adorned with all the Glorious things 


e 


| | 


| Blefſings upon Bleſſings, ſhall be heaped 
upon his Saints; and tho' they may differ | Wl 
in Glory, as one Star differs from another, 
yet all ſhall ſhine very Glorious, every | Wl 
| one be full, and no emptineſs be found. If | IM 
| 1 Nebuchadnezar could Boaſt, Is not this great | al 
Babel that 1 have Built, for mine Honour, | Ml 
and the Majeſty of the Kingdom? what then 1M 
may they boaſt, who dwell in the Palaces of | 
Heaven, whoſe Maker and Builder is God, 
{of which very Glorious things are ſpoken ? | Ml 


his Fathers Houſe, for a Land he knew lM 
got; and Moſes refuſed to be called the 
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for the Refreſhment of the Saints of God, 
there is the River, even the Well-ſpring 


for ever more. There, as holy David ſays, 


Gods Houſe, and be ſhall give us Waters of 
bis Pleaſure, as out of a River; and even 


Then if Abrabam left his Country, aud * 


Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, deſpiſing all [] 1 
the Glories of the Court of «#gypt, and 
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[the Children of 2/149 Journey, thro” a | 
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| that there needs no Sun to light it by = 
Day, nor Moon by Night; for the Lord is | 
the Light thereof, and his Glory ſhines in | i 
it with Tranſcendant Brightneſs 3 that | 


of Life, and ſtreaming Pleaſures that flow |] . 


we ſhall be ſatisfied with the Abundance of | fl 
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| | barren: and deſartWildernef,to the Earth- 
I Canaan; how much more ſhould w 
leave all. to Journey towards this Hea-| 
- | venly Countrey, whoſe Glories and Plea- 
ſantneſs are ſo raviſhing and amazing e- 
ven-to be related to our outward Ears, 
which is a dim and faint Repreſentation 
ſor Shadow of what it really is in its own | 
i excellency 3 for he that is clogged and 
F | chained to this Lower World by ſordid 
Thoughts, cannot ariſe to it. Therefore 
let us ſhake off all Earthly things that 
encumber us in our Journey to theHeaven- 
ly Canaan, that we may run with Patience, 
and our Souls pant after it, as the Heart 
| | Panteth after the Water-Brook in a thir- 
ſty Land; that having left the Barren- 
nos of the Wilderneſs of this World,our 
Souls may be refreſhed with the Streams 
-1of the Water of Life for ever more. 
And to ſet out in this Journey, Let us 
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| | make hafte to reconcile our ſelves to God 
| | by a true and ſincere Repentance, running 
"| into the Arms of Chriſt who ſtretcheth | 
them forth-to embrace us, returning and 
| ſubmitting our ſelves to his Guidance, 
that we may come with him in our Hearts 
| had Pak, and 1 his e and rs YH 
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| good Men and Women ſhall poſſeſs when | 


wich it, portake of this ineſtimable and end- 
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that means finding acceptance with God, 


have admittance into his Glorious King- Bm 
dom, wherein is all fullneſs of Joy and | "MW 


Pleafures for ever more, And thus much | 
may briefly ſuffice for the Place,and a dim | 
Proſpect of the Glories and Happineſs it | 


3 for thoſe that thro* the Merits, | WW 
Paſſion, Death, and ReſurreQion of the | nh 


Lord Jeſus ſhall have their Lot fall inſo| i 
fair a Land, And now I ſhall proceed to- 
ſpeak of the Heavenly Joys the Souls of | 


they enter into the Kingdom of their Fa- 1 
ter. | iſ 
As to the Commodities that belong to | its 


| the Heavenly Jeruſalem, they principally. | 8 


belong to and affect the Soul, as the chief 
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rection being re-united to the Soul, ſhall} [ 1 


leſs Happineſs, that the whole Man may re- 14 


ceive his fall perfection, as he was firſt crea- | 
| ted perfect in his State of Innocency, ere 
| by his fall he defaced the Image of God, bi 
lively ſtamp'd, and which here ſhall be re-“ 


newed as at firſt; and whereas the Suprea- I 
melt ag of a Ry mind is to ſerve 1 
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and nobleſt part of Man; and in the next | | n 
place, tothe Body; 7 for that, at the Reſur- N f 15 


1 he laſt great Aſive. 


and praiſe God particularly in his Church, 
and the Congregation Aſſembled to 
F| Worſhip and Adore his Holy Name; in 
| this Heavenly Jerufalem, there will be no 
| | need of a Church or Temple; tho' St. John 
|| ſays, He ſaw a Temple, yet it was no other, 
as he further expreſſes it, than the Preſence 
Jof God himſelf; who ſhall be to the Juſt 
inſtead of a Church or Temple, for the 
Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb ore 
the Temple thereof; and therefore why 
- | ſhould Men and Women be ſo backward 
Ito enter into this Joy, where we ſhall 
have in that Cæſtial Manſion, no Joy by] 


dw Sn 


n 


J Pious Soul, is as Wings to carry it thro”: 
all the Miferies it meets with in this Vale 
of Tears, whilſt it remains here in the 
| Body, as in Priſon, Labouring to be re- 
1 leaſed that it may fly to it's Heavenly 
co 


che Heavenly Kingdom ſhall be all-in all, 
in the Enjoyment of the Preſence of God, 
before whom in a Rapture of Joy, and 
humble acknowledgement of their Infinite | | 


2 4 ke. —_ 


weight or meaſure, but in over-flowing 
abundance even to Exceſs, and this Joy to 
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Felicity, the Elders (chat is, the Saints of 
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Souls full of Joy and Thankfulneſs, for 


— — 


Ti grew Ae. 5 137 2k 


Worſhiped him that Liveth forever; ande 
caſting their Crowns before his Throne, | 
ſo even ſhall all the Bleſſed do, ſinging | 
Prafes and Halleluja's; for we further find | 
that the hundred and fourty four thou-| 
ſand, who had the Name of God in their] 
Forcheads, did Sing a new Song before 
3 T hrone, and no Man could Learn that, 4 
butfchemſelves that were redeemed: from 7 
the Earth, and there were thoſe Cloathed | _ 
in white Garments, having Palms in their 
Hands, who cryd with a Loud Voice, 
Salvation be aſcrib'd to him that ſiteth upon 


the Seat of our God; and theſe fell before 3 4 | 


the Seat on their Faces, and Worſhiped 
God, faying, Amen, Bleſſing. ani Glory, 
and Wiſdom, and T banks, 3 Honour, and 
Might, be unto our God for evermore. - - 

And as theſe did, ſo ſhall all thoſe do. 
that come before Gods Preſence, with 
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being fiſled with abundance of all Spiri 
tual. Comfort; they ſhall. not ceaſe to 
Praiſe him Day and Night, who is the} "i 
Anthor and Giver of all their Happineſs; | WM 


ger, all IIS: 5 be ipod 
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God) who ſat on T hrones, fell down and [-- Fi 


for to them all Grief and Sorrow.ſhall be | 8 
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3 on of it; when he ſays, When ſhall I come 


Ino more beard, nor the voice of crying, Iſai. 


4 St. John, wipe away all Tears from their Eyes 


Sorrow, but Joy and Gladneſs remains for 
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| away from their eyes, and the voice of 
| Mourning ſhall no more be heard, every 
place ſhall ſound with Praifes,and Thankſ. 
# | giving for the great Mercies and Benefits 
received at the hands of God. | 
| | Thecontemplation of this Felicity made 
| holy David long to come into the Poſſeſſi 


and appear before the Preſence of God, for | FW id 
| | certainly it is an unſpeakable Happineſs to be up 
F | #2 his Preſence; which all good Chriſtians || wt 
F [alſo ought to long for, and earneſtly de- Li 
F [| fire, being it is the Conſummation of al | of 
| [they can breathe and pant after, as an eaſe | © | yo 
© jof all Miſery, pe 

F | Sebold, faith the Prophet Iſaiab (in the 
t {Perſon of God) my Servants ſhall rejoice, 
| [and Sing for Joy of Heart, I will Joy in 
im People, and the voice of Weeping ſhall be 


5. 13. And again, For God ſpal, ſaith 


| | and there ſball be more Sorrow, nor any more 
| | Pain, for the firſt things are paſt, Rev. 21. 
I. That is their Sufferings in this Life 
| are over and gone; and now no more | 


I | ever; abundantly to over-recompence = 
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this Life, for beyond it none can reach 


them; and in the enjoyment of Gods Pre- 
ſence we ſhall have whatever we can win 


for, and abundantly more, for he will be 
all things unto us, cauſing our Souls to be 
enlightened, and ſhine with Righteouſneſs | 
Holineſs, and all Spiritual Graces, the con- 
ſideration of which ſhonld of neceſſity raiſe 


whatever may be inflicted on us, in this 
of the Soul in Heaven; now I come to give 


it Mall partake together with the Soul. 


is requiſite for its ſubſiſtance, nor ſuſtatn 
any of thoſe Infirmities, that it is here 


the Sufferings the Righteous undergo in 


vp our Souls to a Cheerful nnder-going | 
Life: And thvs much briefly for the joys | 
you a Light into thoſe of the Bady, watch | ! 


As for the Heavenly Joys of the Body,, 
the Commodities and Priviledges contri- | 
; Outing to make them full, are many, Firſt | IM 
it ſhall not have need of any thing to] i 
Support it that in its Corruptible State, | 


: 


incident to, neither ſhall any Night fha- | 
dow it, but on the contrary, the Preſence ] 
of God ſhall always llluminate it, and | 
give it a perpetual day far, more bright | il 
and Glorious than the Sun is capable off 
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doing, whilſt it remains below; its Food | wn 
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of all Miſery. . 
I.  Sebold, faith the Prophet Iſaiab (in the 


, r 
8 x 4 OP INK LAT IT. 
* 
"4 2 
* 
* 
b ; 
* 


| away from their eyes, and the voice of 


I holy David long to come into the Poſſeſſi- 
lon of it; when he ſays, When ſhall J come 


aud Sing for Joy of Heart, I will Joy in 
n People, and the voice of Weeping ſhall be 
L [120 more beard, nor the voice of crying, Iſai. 


St. John, wipe away all Tears from their Eyes 


| | Pain, for the firſt things are paſt, Rev. 21. 
I. That is their Sufferings in this Life 
l are over and gone; and now no more 
sorrow, but Joy and Gladneſs remains for 
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Mourning ſhall no more be heard, every 
place ſhall ſound with Praifes,and Thankſ- 
giving for the great Mercies and Benefits 
received at the hands of God. | 
Ihe contemplation of this Felicity made 


and appear before the Preſence of God, for 
certainly it is an unſpeakable Happineſs to be| 
in his Preſence; which all good Chriſtians 


they can breathe and pant after, as an eaſe | 
2 


Perſon of God) my bu, ſha rjic 


61, 13. And again, For God ſhall, ſaith 


and there ſhall be more Sorrow, nor any more 


© | ever; abundantiy to'over-recompence all 
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alſo ought to long for, and earneſtly de- 
| fire, being it is the Conſummation of all 
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of the Sufferings the Righteous undergo in 
ry this Life, for beyond it none can reach 
them; and in the enjoyment of Gods Pre- 
ts || ſence we ſhall have whatever we can win 
for, and abundantly more, for he will be 

de all things unto us, cauſing our Souls to be | 
l. & | enlightened, and ſhine with Righteouſneſs | - 
1c | Holineſs, and all Spiritual Graces, the con- 
or | Ml | fideration of which ſhonld of neceſſity raiſe 
be op our Souls to a Cheerful nnder-going | 
ns | | whatever may be infliged on vs, in this 
e- Life: And thus much briefly for the joys ] 
11 of the Soul in Heaven; now I come to give 
ſe | you a Light into thoſe of the Body, which 
it ſhall partake together with the Soul. 
ne As for the Heavenly Joys of the Body,, 
c, | the Commodities and Priviledges contri- 
in outing to make them full, are many, Firſt | F 
be it ſhall not have need of any thing to] 2 
1. | Support it that in its Corruptible State, 
h is requiſite for its ſubſiſtance, nor ſuſtain | 4 
es| aay of thofe lnfirmities, that it is here 
re incident to, neither ſhall any Night fhas ] 77 
'F dow it, but on the contrary, the Preſence | 2 
fe of God ſhall always Illuminate it, and} ? 
re give it a perpetual day far, more bright | } 
2r | fl | and Glorious than the Sun is capable off 
doing, whilſt it remains below; its Food | 
le 6 . ſhall | \A 
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| ! ſhall be Spiritual Nouriſhment ; and its Ha 


. | Pleaſant Vales of Heaven; Death ſhall be 0485 
& | ſwallowed up in Victory, and have no more i 
Power over it. There it may freely Eat tur 


fof forfeiting its Happineſs. There it ſhall De 
4 Enjoy Mirth without Sadneſs, Health ne! 
E 1 withont Sickneſs, Strength without e 
E + Weakneſs, Life without Labour, Light I Fe. 
without Darkneſs, Felicity without A- 
I batement or End; and all Goodneſs pure, be 
© ] and unmix d with Evil. It ſhall always“ Ibo 
E {flouriſh in Youth and Beauty that never | WP! 
- Tfade. or decay; there it ſhall have Joy | 
without Ceafing, Pleaſure without Pain, | IId 
© | Happineſs without Alteration or Change, by 


fact Felicity; for it ſhall be freed from I=i5 
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| Cloathing the white Robes of Chriſts N alty 
Righteouſneſs; for as St. Jobn ſays, They I Mat 


* |/hall not be Hungry, neither ſhall they be CH 


| Thirſty, neither ſhall the beat Smite them, nor I ſet! 


| |the Sun, for be that bath Compaſſion on them in i 


ſhall Lead them, to the Springs of the Water of of! 


I Life, and there the Body ſhall be fearleſs from rav 


Hurt or Danger from Enemy; no ſecret Con. An 
| trevances, or Circumventions ſhall moleſt it: wh 
quiet ; but it ſhall reſt always at caſe in the g 


of the Tree of Life, without any Danger Di. 


n 


and in Fine whatever can contribute to a 0 
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ing continually Praiſes, Songs, and Allelu- 
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all Corruption, Mortality, or other CaſuyWç“TW. 
alty; and all it has to do, is to Praiſe and 
Magnifie the Living God, who does all | ? 
this and abundance more for it, who ſhall | } 
ſet his Seal upon it, Imprinting his Name } : 
in its Forehead, as a mark that it is one 
of his Beloved Children, and to hear the} Þ 
raviſhing Melody and Harmony of the 
Angels, Antheming the Throne of Gd 
whilſt it ſelf joyns in the Holy Choir, Sing- 


ja's to him that Liveth for Ever and Ever. | 
| Let us thereforefore with all our Heart L? 
| turn to the Lord betimes, that when wen 
| Die, this may be our Happy Portion. 
David conſidering this abundant Bleſſed- 
neſs, ſays, O how great is thy Goodneſs, which| |} 
thou haſt lay d up for them that Love and. 
Fear thee! And again, When ſhall I come 
and appear before God! Certainly there can 
be nothing ſo bitter or ſharp in this Life, 
but the Contemplation of Heavenly Hap- 
pineſs, will ſweeten and allay; therefore, 
let no Man that Lives uprightly, ſtagger-| 7 
at Tribulation, or Fear to Die, or doubt; 
the Joys of Heaven will recompence him |" I 
for all his Sufferings, were they ten thou- | || 
ſand times more then can befal him: And. 
FOR: dag 
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3g | can any Man, if he rightly conſiders, expect 
- | ligent and flothful, putting off his Repen- 


| 2 © | very uncertain whether it will prove ac. 
fſceptable or not, who loves the Early and 
& | Cheerful Penitent, often calling to us, A 
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f reſiſt the temptations of Satan; that ſo over- 
coming, in the end you may receive the 
Crown; and then living or dying, Godlineſs 
will be to you great gain, it will heap up for 
& {you Treaſure in Heaven, that none ſhall 


time of this Life is but ſhort at the lon-| 
# | geſt, which ſhould make you more eager 

Ido gain thoſe Joys that ſhall never have an 
fend ; all things we find here uncertain, but 


22» 


to gain ſo great a Happineſs, by being neg- 


tance from Day to Day, even to old Age, 
the dregs of Life, or a Death-Bed Re- 
pentance; when if he can Repent, it is yet 


Son, give me thy Heart ; that is, to the young 
ones, To remember their Creator in the Days 
of their Youth for whoever purchaſed an 
ineſtimable Jewel with droſs? a 
Then enter Early into the Church mili- 
tant;and begin your Spiritual Warfare be- 
times put on the whole Armour of God, to 


e able to deprive you of; conſider, the 


there are aſſuredly confirmed to thoſe that 
ſtrive for them. 3 


| 


very Month, and this is aptly apply- 


| ferings, ſo that there is a continual change 


| lence, as a thing unlawful for a Manto| 
ſpeak; or as ſome Tranſlations have it, 1 


St. John tells us, That the Tree of Li-. 
bears twelve ſeveral ſorts of Fruit, bearing e- | 


I. laſt great A . 


ed to the diverſity of Joys thoſe that 
ſtrive to enter at the ſtraight Gate, and 
take Heaven by violence, fhall be poſſeſt 
of, as the Reward of their Labour and Suf- 


of delights ; ſtill pleaſing the mind, and | 1 
ering the ſenſes with Immortal Plea- | Þ} 
MORNE. 007, EO 
And thus have I ſhewed you the Joys | 
as our. Imagination can reach them; tho 
does the ſmalleſt glimmering Star; for no 
Tongue is able to expreſs them, as they | 


would do it, comes to the poſſeſfon of 
them; St. Paul being wrap'd but unto-the | : 


fore in a manner he paſſes it over in Si- 


| beyond Mans Utterance; for indeed all | 
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of Heaven, as they are revealed to us, or | {| 
in reality they ſurpaſs all that can be fad 
of them, as much at the Sun in its Luſtre} Þ} 


are in themſelves, till the Party Wẽ—.o- #4 


third Heaven, ſaw and heard things unut- |. 1 
terable; himſelf ſeems not able to reveal“ 
what he there ſaw and heard, and chere“ 
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138 
; the eee Men in the World are not 


= capable to give a Lively Deſcription of 
the Joys of Heaven, as in themſelves they 


how can any T eve declare them in their 
| full Perfection? Jet what has been ſaid maj 

in a good meaſure ſuffice, for Edification,| 
Comfort, and Inſtruction , for what we do 


| for our neceſſary Information „leaving off 


I him alone; yet here is enough to Enflame 
door Love, and raiſe our Deſires, to Long 
land Wiſh for them; and fo conſequently | 
s |to ſpur 1 us on in uſing the means, where- 
s | by we may attain to them in his good 
time, who has provided them for all that 
ore and Fear: him, walking uprightly, 
© | according to his Word, and in ready O- 
i bedience to his Holy Commandments, 


: ; Iſtrudtions for our uſe, as 
5 with the preſent World, and the things 


thereof, which will ſtand i in us no ſtead at 
a6 laſt ay, and tho? SIE: and the 
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really are; for no Mortal Eye hath ſeen 
them, or Heart can Conceive them; then 


know, we may gather for our good, and 


to ſearch further than God will give Un- 
derſtanding, for hidden things belong to 


And now! ſhall proceed to give ſome 


Firſt, Let us Learn to grow ont of Love 


Ruben 


| 


} 
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Needs of Nature requires us to uſe-many |. 1 
things, yet let us be careful ſo to uſe them | 
ſas not to abule them, nor our ſelves in 
the uſe of them; let us be Sober, Mo- | 
deft, and Chaſte, in all our Converſation | 


— 
- 
y 


not toiling our ſelves to heap up Riches, 


when we know not who ſhall gather them 


after us; or if we did, it would nothing 
avail us in the hour of Death, much leſs 
in the day of Judgment, when all former 
things will paſs away; but let our minds 
be rather continually fixed upon our lat- 
ter end; let us labour to Fight the good 
Fight, that 
may Joyfully lay down this Mortal Life, 


in Exchange for that Life which is im- 
mortal, which will place us in the full] Þ 


fruition of thoſe Heavenly Joys that fully 
ſatisfie the Soul and Body, with all that 


is delightful and comfortable, that can be 


wiſhed for, or imagined by the largeſt 


ture aptly compared to the Harveſt ; the 


Plalmiſt ſays, They ſhall Reap in Joy; aud 
again, Whoſo Peeps 


2 


and beareth good Seed, ſhall come and 
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ſo finiſhing our Courſe, we | 


Mind or Capacity Man is now Endowed |. 4 
witb, or ſhall be poſſeſt of hereafter. |} 1 
This time of Heavenly Joy is in Scrips} 7 


1 


goetb on bis way weeping, | . 


bring | 
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{tend it, and it will be ſo either good cr 
S | bad) it is but ſhort ; however if we Sow 
good Seed of vertuous Actions, the re- 
W . memb rance of a Life well led, will be a 
KF [comfort to us for ever; and in 'the end oſ 
time, prove an endleſs Harveſt, to ſupply 
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; bring bis Sheaves with them. And we ſec 
| what car2 every Husbandman taketh to 


_ 


provide good and choice Seeed, that his 


| 
Harveſt may be plentiful ; our Seed is our 


Thoughts, our Words, our Deeds, and 
our Converſation; and as we Sow them in 
tais World, we ſhall Reap in the other; 

] for the Apoſtle minds us not to be decei- 
ved, God is not Mocked, for whatever a 7a 
 Soweth, that ſhall he Reap; for he that Som- 


eth to the Fleſb, ſhall of the Fleſh Reap Cor. 
ruption; ut be that Soweth to the Spurt, ſhall 
x4 the Spirit Reap Life Everlaſting, Gal. 6 
As for the date of this Life dere 
10 we muſt Sow our Seed, if at all we in 


us with a Bleſſed Crop of Joys and Plea- 
ſures ſpring ing up to Life and Immorta- 


ty; {till encrealing, but never diminiſh- 
| ing. 


n then in this, and abſtain from 


. fleſnly Luſts, bridle them and keep them 


ee tor WT War againſt. the Spirit: 
Put | 
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But Ti ye ſeek the things that are Above, I 
then are ye Riſen with Chriſt, Seek there- | 
fore thoſe things which are Above, where Chriſt 
ſitteth at the right hand of God, with all 
diligence. And the Apoſtle Exhorts us 
to ſet our Affections on things which are | 
above, and not on things which are on the 
Farth, and mortify our Immoderate Af- 
ſections, and evil Concupiſcence, for it is 
expreſly ſaid, No Uncle an thing ſhall enter | + 
into the K ingdom of Heaven: But bleſſed are 
the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God. 
Let us then Cleanſe our ſelves from all | 
filthineſs and defilements of the Fleſh and I } 
Spirit, and grow up into full Holineſs in| 4 
the fear of God; for they that thus do his 
Will, ſhall enter into the New Jeruſalem, 
and their right ſhall be to the Tree ofLife; | 1 
but without ſhall be Dogs, and all Unclean 4 
Perſons. Rev. 22.14. O ſtrive ye then to W 
enter in at the ſtreight Gate which leadeth 15 
to Life, and not at the wide Gate which 4 
leadeth to Deſtructiou. 54 A 
Now 1 may add unto theſe many, one 4 
of the greateſt Joys of all, which is God's 
Mercy; which is evident to vs in this Life, 
and is that which brings us to enter in at |? 
the Frags Gate which leads to Life everla- | 
G5 
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ſting e For without this, none could be able 


to Enter ; for in the ſtrictneſs of his Juſtice, 
- | our Sins would altogether debar us of all 


the Happineſs we aim at in Heaven : -But 
we find, in every reſpect, he is a God of 
infinite Mercy, a God of long Sufferance, 
Patience, and Forbearance; a God flow to 
Anger, and of great Loving-kindneſs; not 


willing that any ſhould be Deſtroyed, but 


that all ſhould be Saved, if, upon the terms 
offered them, they will endeavour to make 
their Calling and Election ſure, by turning 


1 from the Evil of their ways, and turning to 


him by a true and unfeigned Repentance, 


n 
O Let every one then beware how they 


W | abuſe this Mercy, which can only open the 
Gates of Heaven to them, and give them 


tree admittance to the Tree of Life; leaſt 


| . they ſtand in need of it, it with- 


S [draws it ſelf, and his ſevere Juſtice takes 


| | his fiery Indignation, when his Anger 
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I place to their Deſtruction; but rather let 


* 


| us ever Pray, that the Lord of his Good- 


neſs, would direct our ſteps to his Throne 


| | of Mercy, and Cloath us with that Gar- 


ment of Mercy, that may ſhroud us from 


Waxes 


who is their moſt Gracious and Merciful 
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14 
waxes hot againſt Evil Doers, to cut tem 


off, OT % 
And now I come laſt of all, for a Con- 
cluſion and Admonition, in brief (having } 
already perſwaded you to cloſe with} BW 
Gods Mercy) to point out the Right Way 
to you, that your Latter-end may be Peace. 
The Comforts of which, brings all the Joy | 
, and Happineſs I have mentioned, as an ex- 
S ceeding Recompence tor all our Travel 
e 

; 

) 


and Labour in this Life, 

Firſt, Take particular notice, that by | } 
the Virtue of Chriſt's death, Death ceaſes | 
to be any more a Terror or Afrightment, | - / 
but is made a kind Friend, to open the- 
Door, and let the Soul into a Happy Eter- | | 


— bk. 4 
— 


7 nity, ſeeing Chriſt is the Key of the Grave, 
e and hath beforehand opened the King- | _ 
N dom of Heaven to all Believers; for the | ? 
t | day of Death can only be Terrible when | 1 
I it is joyned with Gods Wrath and Indig- |? 
*S| [nation againſt Sinners, who are not de-“ 
et fended with the Shield of Faith when he |- 
[- approaches; for always in dying we ſhould | . * 
1 Rejoyce in the Lord, ſeeing the Corrup- | } 
tion of our Nature is thereby quite abo-- 

M | Wl liſhed, and our Sanctification then accom- | } 
er I plied, * . 
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By Death there is a removal of preſent 
Miſeries, and by it future are prevented; 
and we ſhall (if our Faith be ſteadfaſt in 
Chriſt Jeſus) Eternally remain in unutter- 
able Felicity; for being once certainly 
aſſured in our Conſciences that we are in 
Chriſt, let Death ſeize us when it will, we 
{ ſhall ſtill remain in the Covenant, and be 
reunited with him, and taken up unto e- 
verlaſting Life; ſo that whether we wake 
or ſleep, or what thing ſo ever we do, let 
the end of our Life be ſtill in our remem- 
brance, and our immaginations ſuggeſt to 
us, tha, we hear the Sound of the laſt 
Trumpet, nd ſee the dead ariſing to Judg- 
ment; and this will be a hinderance to 

our courſe in Sinning; either for Love or 
Fear, we ſhall forbear to offend God, to 
I the ntmoſt of our Power; and indeed he 

requires no more than a willing mind, and 
earneſt endeavour to ſerve him; for if we 
Repent and Amend our lives, as far as it 
is poſſible for us to do, we may confident- 
E | lyzreft and rely upon. his Mercies for our 
F [Salvation at the laſt day; Nay, comforta- 
| [bly fay with St. Paul, 1 live not, but Chriſt 
| fliveth in me; which will appear if truly | 
ſo, by the Teſtimony of our Sanctified 
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| Conſcience, that Chriſt our Redcorate * = 
| | bis holy Spirit Governs in ns,according to [ .- 
| his good Will and Pleaſure. | = 
Seeing then we muſt of Neceſſity all, = 
Dye, and that Death is only terrible to 
| the Wicked, what is it but our own faults | Ml 


| by delaying and putting off our Repent- 
ance, till it is too late, that gives bim his 
|: Sting ? St. Paul having overcome all fear | 
| of Death,joyfully cries out, O Death, where 
| is thy Sting ? O Grave, where is thy Vido- | | 
| ry? And indeed it is the joy and comfort | 1 
| of all good Men, that at the hour of Death | =: 
they can ſay thus, and with a willing re» | | 
| W | ſignation commit their Spiiits into the 
hands of God that gave them. 
Certain it is, that the often Meditating | 
upon it, makes it as it were familiar with“ 
us; for as he who hath not his Eye ſtea ] 
dy upon the mark, can never be a good | 4 
Shooter; ſo no more can a Man live well,, 
| who hath not his Mind fixed upon the + 
day of his Death; then conſequently he 
e dye well, for the terrors of Death | J 
will be fo afrighting and aſtoniſhing” to 
him, that his mind will be diſordered,, 
and fear will puſh him on the Horrors | = 
I | of fer to the Shipwrecking of his Soul. 
| e S N. — 
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seed ſown in theEartb,to ſpring up again; 


| tho* the Nature of them will be chan- 
{ged in a moment, even in the twinkling 
= | of an Eye at the laſt Trumpet, for when 
= | the Trumpet ſhall Sound, every one ſhall 
WW | hear it, and every one ſhall ſtart from 
their Graves to come to Judgment 5 then 
hall theſe Corruptible Bodies of ours, put 
on Incorruption, and of Natural Bodies 
= | they ſhall be made Glorious Bodies, tho 
the Earth has detained them may thou- 
8 | fand years, and they are before this Re- 


& | ſurretion moulder'd into common Duſt, 
| which is a Divine work, and paſt our un- 


8 | derſtanding.as to the manner of it; there- 
f tore let us rather admire his Infinite good- 


| © 1 neſs, than be too curious or nice to the 


Methods he will uſe to reduce ſcattered 
& Duſt, into glorified Bodies, to unite again 


a 


ted from them. b 
That Man muſt dye, common experi- 
; þ ence ſhews; ſcarce a night paſſes, but we 
meet one or other going to their long 
l | home; and the Sound of the Bell, * in- 
LE BE e,, orms 
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. Now after Death certainly follons 
8 {already ſhown, for our Bodies are but like 


ich the Souls that were ſo long depar-| 
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ration, as a Span long, a Vapour, a Shad- 


down at Night, and riſing i in the Morn- 


the General Day of the Reſurrection; and 


indeed Life is ſo uncertain, that it is of- L 


ten compared to things of Momentary du- 


dow, Smoak, the Graſs that whitnereth, 
and the Flower that ſoon fadeth, &c. If 
ſo, what aſſurance has- any one to lean on, 


that expects to be eternally happy, for ; 
their putting off their Repentance from | 
day to day, when as they know not what | 


a day will bring forth ; Death like Sleep 
ſteals upon us at unawares, and our lying 


ing, is an Emblem of Death and the Reſur- 
rection. How many, who have promiſed 
themſelves long Life, have been ſuddainly 


cut off and carried to the Chambers of | 


the Grave, to converſe with Worms and 
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forms us, ſome dne or other is departed 9 
out of this Life, no more to revive tull |= 


— 


1 — 


Duſt. 


O let us not be like the rich Fool in the «ih 
Goſpel, who promiſed himſelf the enjoy?“ 


ment of great Riches, and many years of 
Happineſs, when we ſee what became of 
his mighty hopes; that very Night his 


Soul was required of him, and Death fatally. 4 
diſappointed him of all his expectations; 


— 
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he was forced to leave the Enjoyment of 
bat he had flattered himſelf withal, to 
others; while his own Soul remained na- . 
| ked and comfortleſs. Let us then always | MW! 
bear in our mind, to Pray to God that 
we may be continually on the Watch, ſo 
W | as when the hour of Death comes, we may | 
be readily prepared to embrace it, and 
180 along with the Meſſenger cheerfully, 
that is ſent to convey us out of Time in- 
to Eternity, and pur an end and eaſe to 
Hall Troubles and Afflictions of this Lite; 
that riſing again from the Duſt, we may 
I bchold the Glorious Majeſty of God, ſur- 
| rounded with the holy Army of Martyrs, | 
and all the Bleſſed Angels, and ſo Sing 
| and Rejoice exceedingly, that we are re- 
deemed from the Earth, and ſhall dye no 
more, but to paſs on, and entering tile 
en Manſions talbe of endleſs Mer- 
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A ** Therefore, my Beloved, ſeeing we look 
3 forthelc things, let us be diligent in pre- 
Fj paring to dye well, and ſo carry our 

& | elves in all godly and honeſt Converſa- 
tion, that we may be found of God pure, | 
A ſpotlefs and blameleſs. Therefore let us, 

5 with St. Paul, Labour e whilſt 
Z 5 we 
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of the day of Death, as Fœlix, did St. Paul, 


layed to the charge of Jeruſalem, that it 


believe, and in time Repent 3 for which ' 
not conſidering the things that belonged Wl 
to its Peace, they were hidden from its 


{ becauſe our time on Earth is a eee 1 


Moments that we live, hace: that we 
can expect hereafter, for eicher they pur- 
chaſe to us Eternal Life or Eternal Death, 
Let us therefore always. remember out 
latter end, and leave Sin, that Sin may not Jl 

leave us ia the Grave; for if it does, a ſe- 
| vere Judgment will take hold on us, at 
the Reſurrection, and fill us with horror, 1 
5 trembling and amazement, A 


The: ft great Mes 00 
we live on Earth, that in the Jaft day we ; 


may be found white as the Snow of Sal 
mon, and nor fail to be Cloathed in the | 
rich Robes of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, by 


which means we may ſurely paſs to the 

Throne of God, and fee him Face to Face 

in his full Glory as he is. \ 
Let us not then put off theſe thoughts | 


ſaying, I will hear thee another time. It i is 1 


remembred not its latter end; and our 
Saviour wept over it, becauſe it would not 


Eyes; delays in this caſe are dangerous, 


uxcertain, and upon theſe few Ancertain 
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| to all, becauſe it is oppoſite to Life; and 


ve cannot by Nature be able to bear the 
pangs of Death well, until we are Schoo- 
led and Inſtructed by ſundry Tryals in 
this Life. Our ſincere Converſation be- 

ſore Death approaches, ought to appear, 


Firſt, In the Examination of our hearts 


4 and ways. 


 -Sccondly, In the Confeſſion of our Sins | 
and Manifold Tranſgreſſions, which we 


= ; 


from day to day have committed; and 
bi all the good we have omitted, which 
was in our Power to have done, and then 
{ alſo ſeriouſly reflect that God is Juſt in his 
Judgment. And 

2 Third, In begging Pardon with un- 
ſeigned fighs and groans of the Spirit, that 
| fo we may be reconciled to God, in Jeſus | 
| Chriſt; and then whether we live or dye, 
ve are the Lords: Nay, even a Man in a 
a ping State, ought by no means ſo much 
W| to fix his thoughts on the Pangs of 
Death, or the violence of his Diſeaſe, or 


rhat be is ſuddenly to depart hence, and 
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W | leave a World, wherein he has ſpent ma- 
El ny Years with his Wife, Friends, Chil- 


: * 
1 


| IJ dren, (or rien as on the Ble led Eſtate 


of 


— 5 a —_— — 


* 
4 o * 
\ 
i , 
= Yi : = 
ww * 
7 / A» e 


ſting his Journey ; for even in his laſt A- 


gonies it is his main Buſineſs to fix his | 


Eye upon this by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 


{| * let us preſent our Souls to. God with | al 
{| cheerfulneſs even in our dying State, that! 


ſo they may paſs with Joy into the hap- 
py and bleſſed State of Life to come, with- 
out any weight of Fears or Doubts to 
encumber them; and not look back upon 


the World, as we are going out of it, leſt | 3 
God look on it as he did on the Diſobe- | 
dience of Lot's Wife going out of Sodom. | WMA 
about to be deſtroyed, leſt he ſhould im- 
pute our longings after the World a neg- 


lect of his Favours he is about to beſtow 
on us, more valuable than ten thouſand 


** 


—— 
; 


Worlds; but rather, as I ſaid, willingly, 4 | 4 
[| without turning to the Right hand or to- 


the Left, reſign our Souls into the hands | 
of the All-Powerful, and All-Wiſe Crea- | 


tor of them, ſtedfaſtly believing that he 
can and will receive them into Heaven. 


Obedience, ſaith the Holy Father, is one ö 


ef the firſt Steps to Heaven, and a cheerful | " | 


| Reſignation to the Will of God, carries us yet 
big ber ; and to Dye in Obedience, is to be wil- 


ling and ready to go out of the World when | 
_ ; „ Goadnly 
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None of us liveth to bimſelf, 
dyeth to himſelf; for whether we live, we live 
unto the Lord; and whether we dye, we - dye un- 
to the Lord; therefore whether we live or aye, 
we are the Lords. 

Theſe words inſtruct us that in | the ve- 


ry hour when the Pangs of Death are up- 


| mighty God, 


: F 1 „ > 
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on us, we ſhould cheerfully reſign our 
ſelves to the Will and Pleaſure of Al. 
who firſt Breathed into us 
the Breath of Life, and made ns to live, 


move, and have a bei ag upon Earth. Ho- 


Iy David very well minded this, when he 


ſaid, Into thy hands J commend my Spirit, 
thou haſt e it, O Lord God of Truth, 


We muſt not then fear Death at all, 
lng: the Reaſons 1 ſhall give, are briefl; 


| theſe, 


Firſt, In all our care we 1 occaſion 


to ew our Obedience to Almighty God. 


Secondiy, All future Sin is prevented by 
Death, for there is no remembrance in 


| the Grave whither we go; and St. Paul 


1 ith, That the laſt thing which ſhall be de- 
ed is Death 3 ; ab it is ſignified, 


& | that Death hath no more Power over our 


Third, diy, | 


423. 


As in Rom. 14. 7, 8. viz. 
and no Man 


co him, and direct our future Frailty, that 
ſũwe may earneſtly deſire that we may advi- 


"7 "be b great ; As. 8 


ought to a better and far more happy 


or Deſilement. 


Soul, and gives it a free Paſſage to Cœ- 


leſtial Glory, where it ſhall have the Vi- 


fon and Fruition of God the Father, who 


is our Creator; and the Society of God | 


the Son, who is our Redegmer and Ad- 
vocate "and the Company of God the ho- 
ly Spirit, who hath Sanctified us; 


niſhed, and evil Succeſs never feared. 


wil ſo befriend us? But that we may do 
this cheerfully, and with a conſtant mind, 


neſs, and Build up our further Knowledge 


ſedly ſearch, truly know, and perfectly fulfil 
al things pleaſing to him, that the ever- 


Then what remains but that we put | 
off the Fears of Death, when Death it ſelf 


ſtate, as being Inſenſible of the many mi- 
eries and Afflictions they endure whilſt | 
ife remains, and ceaſe to be any more | 
Actively or Paſſively Inſtrumental 1 in Sin 


Fourthly, Death opens the Priſon of the 


where | 
Sorrow is never known, all Sadneſs Ba- 4 


let us Pray that the Lord of his Infinite | 
Mercy would Correct our preſent Sinful- 
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and Joy in his holy Habitation, when theſe 


| things we now behold ſhall paſs away, 
and be no more, where we ſhall not 
fail to walk uprightly in his ways, 
+ [and truly in his Love, to our endleſs 
comfort and his glory, remaining in a 
State of Perfection unalterable, and not 


to be exterminated; there obtaining all 
we look ſor, wiſh, or deſire, and be Crow- 
ned with a Beautiful Diadem of everla- 
ſting Life and Glory, out- hining all ſub- 


lunary things; then it is that we ſhall ac. 
(count every thing in this World as droſs 


and dung, in compariſon to what we fhall 
there enjoy. : 


the Wings of an Eagle, that they may 


fly up to Heaven in Contemplation of 


thoſe Joys they Sigh and Languiſh for, in 
this vail of Tears; and by Faith ſtedfaſt- 


{1y to behold their Bleſſed Redeemer, ſit- 
ting at the Right hand of God the Father, 


4 


4 { making Interceſſion, and obtaining for 


o 


them Crowns of Life and Immortal Glo- 


The conſideration of this ought to raiſe | 
our, Souls inflamed with divine Love, far a- 
bove the level of this World; and give them | 
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me O that therefore Men would Praiſe the 
. Lord, who in his infinite Mercy does ſuch 
wy wonderful things for the Children of | 
Men! Things beyond all the Expreſſion 
5% of Words, or even the utterance of Men 
[or Angels; for no Tongue can expreſs | 
the Happineſs prepared in Heaven, for 
at thoſe that Love and fear the Lord. Which 
unſpeakable happineſs, may we all poſſeſs 
in jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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FOR 


Chriſts Sheep: 


I In Two Sermons, 
Z On the firſt Chapter of Canticles, ver. 7,8. 
| ©. Shew me, (O thou, whom my Soi 
F [loveth) where thou feedeſt, and where thou 
I 1 lieſt at noon; for why ſhould I be as ſhe that 
f turneth aſide to the Flocks of thy Companions ! 
I 38. If thou know not, O thou faireſt among 
omen, get thee forth by the ſteps of the 
Hock, and feed thy Kids by the Tents of tix 
Shepherds, 


N OW having need my Text, be. 
; fore 1 enter upon it, it will be re. 
Sk quiſ te for my better Method of Proceed- 

ing, and your underſtanding, to ſay ſome- 
| [thing by the way, concerning the order 
ny of 5 placing this Book, the Title of 
Fe Subject and ne matter contained 
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BY lin the Spouſe Fa "be Church: 
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As for the Order; As there were three | 
degrees in the. Material Temple, he built 
the ſiyſt for the People, the ſecond for the 
prieſts and Levites, and the third the San- 


| Gum Sanctorum, or the Holiejt of Holieſt, 
into which it was lawful only for the High 
Prieſt to enter, and that, but once a Year : 
So in his erecting a Spiritual Temple, for 
the good of Mens Souls, he obſerves the 
fame Order. In his Book of Proverbs, eaſy 


ed. nd 


to be underſtood by the People; In hi“ 


Eccleſiaſtes, leading on further in the way 


reap by. him, who is her Head, her Lord, 
and her Ruler. | 
Secondly, As for the Title of this Book. 


_— 
— — — : — 


of Godlineſs. And Laſtly, In his excellent | 
Book of Canticles, wherein none but thoſe | 
that delight in Heavenly Myſteries can en- | 
ter with Underſtanding, it being a Reve- | 
lation of the Sacred Myfteries communica-} - 
ble between Chriſt and his Spouſe, the | 
Church; with his exceeding Love ex- 
preſſed towards her, and every faithful] 
Soul that is a Member of her. Alſo the|. * 
Churches Love towards him; and what! 
great and Queen-like Benefits ſhe hall“ 
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It is the Song of Songs, the moſt exalted: he { 
of he kind, both! in Matter and Jae HY! ö 
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ly deſcribing to us the moſt Holy and Per: 
] fect Love Chriſt Jeſus has towards his Be. 
loved Spouſe the Church. And thus hs 
ving Opened the Matters, I proceed to the 
| Handling of my Text. And Firſt, 1 In rela. 
| tion to theſe Words, 


Sbew me, O thou whom my Soul loveth, &. 


* I Find in the beginning of this Chapter, 
3 the Church freaking to Chriſt, in the 
* moſt Loving and Paſſionate manner, deſi- 
| | ring earneſtly to Embrace him, and be 
Joyned with him; preferring him, with 
| the Bleſſing and Benefits ſhe received by 
| | him, before all the valuable things in the 
9 1 World. 

I find her alſo, in the third Verſe, Ex- 
'reſling her Unworthineſs and deficiency 
| of Power to Embrace him, Intreating him 
to draw her to him by the power of his 
| | Holy Spirit and Word, ſhewing her Ear- 
3 netnes; to Receive bim, above all things 
i to be Joyned with him. And in the 4th 
It Verſe, ſhe leaves not. off, tho? acknow- 
= ledging her Deformity, till in the end, be- 
2 ing Cloathed with Chriſt's Righteouſmeſs, 
I Decked and Beautified with the Graces of 
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x. for him whom her Soul loveth; and ſo 
he leaves not off, till ſhe has a freedom to put | 
a. Tap her earneſt Requeſt, That he would 

{Whew her where his Flocks feed, and where 
e provides Comfort for them in time of| 
Errouble: For he being the great Biſhop | 
. {nd Shepherd of our Souls, his Church 
he Millitans ſeeks only to him to Feed it; 
. Naſſuredly confiding, that there is but one | 
de True Shepherd, who Feedeth his Sheep in 
the green and flouriſhing Paſture of Righ- 
y teouſneſs. 
0 Now in theſe matters refering to the 
| rext, there are two things principally to ; 
„be Conſidered: Firſt, The Petition and 
KRequeſt made by the Church unto Chriſt. | 
y Secondly, The ſuitable Anſwer, in the moſt | 
i Kind and Loving manner, returned by |.. - Mi 
. I Cbrift to her. | WM 
5 As to Firſt, Two things are required toi MW 
de Conſidered, viz. The Petition And the 
- | I Reaſon why the Church Petitions, _ 
. In the ed, it is to be Obſerved the F 
Perſon is Noted whom ſhe Implores, 0 i 
en whom my Soul loveth, & c. Then the R- 
i 88 it el , being a two on ae 
| | 2 Pe} 


Zeal, Patience, Love, Obedience, &c. | 
ſhe is Fair and Comely, and a meet Spouſe 
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3 | of thy Companlons ? 


| that every Child of God, and true Belic- 


I moſt Ardent and Paſſionate Affections that 


I Raptures, Breathing Affectionate Deſires 


Y and united to him; for if any thing be 
1 Beloved above him, or in any degree com. 
+ : . parabis 


— 
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"ip . That Chriſt would ſne ber 
where he feeds his Flocks with the ſincere 
Milk of the holy Sacraments, to the intent 
that he would feed her as he did his Flocks 
of Old. oe 

| Secondly, Her Petition is to know where 
he Provides ſhelter for his Flocks in the 
time of diſtreſs, and where he covers them 
from the ſcorching heat of Perſecution ? 
| And Laſtly, ſhe reaſons thus, For why ſhould 
T be as ſhe tbat turneth aſi de after the Flocks 


| Again, The Perſon here ſought after 
to direct and comfort the Church, is Chriſt; 

whom ſhe deſcribeth in theſe Words, 0 
thou whom my Soul Loveth, & c. which Love 

far exceedeth all other Love, and is the 
beſt i in the World. 

No from thefe matters we may learn 


ver in Chriſt, muſt Love him with the 


the Soul of Man can be capable of; with a 
Love that Enflames the Heart to divine 


to be in all things obedient to his Will, 
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parable to him, our Love is vain, and not 
acceptable; he requires the whole Heart, 
when he ſays, fy Son, give me thy Heart; 
and will admit of no Rival in his Love: 
And therefore all that will partake of his 
Divine Love, muſt unfeignedly, from the | Wl 
bbtttom of their Hearts, ſay, O thou whom| 
my Soul Loveth ; and Breathe and Pant af- 41 
ter him with Longs and holy Deſires that 
| he may return them Love again, and o- 
pen his Arms to embrace them with a ten- 
der Affection. Nay, ſo earneſt was the 
er Love of the Church towards Chriſt; that 
ſt; | bounding to exceſs, ſne cries out, Stay me 
01 with Flaggons, and comfort me with Apples, 
ve for I am Sick of Love, Cant. 2, 5. And 14 
he St. Peter being asked the Queſtion, vehe- -.3 $4 
mently expreſſed himſelf, and ſayed, Tea\ 
rn Lord, thou knoweſt that I Love thee, John | 1 
je- 21, 15. | 
he Nor the Reaſons are divers to ſet forth 
hat | with what an Ardent Affection we muſt | 
hal Love Chriſt ; and Firſt we muſt do it, be- 
ine cauſe he is our Spoule, for ſo the Prophet | 
res 1ſatab faith, viz. He that made thee is thy |. 
ill, N Husband, whoſe Name is the Lords of Hoſt ;| 
be and in another place 'tis ſaid, Let us Re-| - 
m- 3 and "Us Glory to bim, for the Marri-| 
ble, ; - AMC 
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1 age of the Lamb is come, and bis Wife bath 


as ber felf ready. Now the Spiritual 


Service and Worſhip we pay to God, is 


lin a condition the Marriage of our Souls 


FE IE 


to Chriſt; and when we take upon our 
ſelves the Chriſtian Profeſſion in Baptiſm, 
then we betroth our ſelves to him, as to a 


{Glorious Husband, entering into a ſtridt 
Covenant with him, to keep only to him 
| unto the end of our Lives; and tho' Death 
may and does frequently ſeparate other 
| Husbands and Wives, yet if we do this, 
| | we ſhall never have a ſeparation from 
I cCbriſt Jeſus, but he will provide Royal 


. 


and Magnificent Eſpouſals for our Souls, 
cloſely united to himſelf, feeding us here 
as his Flock, and hereafter providing for 


jus Eternal Habitations to lye down at eaſe 


„ 


3 
— 1 


I paſſion to us, gave himſelf for us as a ran- 


by the Well-Spring of Life, and Live and 


| Reign with him from everlaſting to ever- | 
eig. 


A Second Reaſon why we ſhould Love 
Chriſt *entire, is becauſe he obliges us to 


flit by Loving us firſt and beſt, as St. John 
I ſays, We Love bim, becauſe be Loved us firſt, 
| [John 4. 2. 


Yea even he Loved -us when 
we were his Enemies, and in meer Com- 


| ſom 
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z provigg thereby his Love towards 
us, to be ſtronger than Death:whoſe Bands | 
he broke aſunder, fo that he could not be 
holden of Death, in the Grave, from Glo- 
riouſly riſing to aſcend on high, and draw 
vs after him with the Cords of his Love; 


1 


Nay, ſo great is his Love towards us, that 


Heaven, he makes continual Inter ceſſion 


in Mercy, from Executing Vengeance on 
us for our Evil Deeds, caufing the Al- 


Repent us of our Sins; that ſo we dying 


us in the higheſt Heavens. 


F 
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ſom to Redeem us + that we might Love 1 1 ; [ 

him he endured for us Poverty, Diſtreſs, | Ii 

1Scorn, Abuſes, Stripes, and even Death | ü 
it ſe 1 


fitting at the right hand of his Father in | 


for us, and ſtays the hand of bis Juſtice | 


mighty to be of long Patience, Suffering, 
Forbearance towards us, that we may ſee | 
the Error of our ways and doings, and ul 


may Riſe in a Glorious Reſurrection, and | Mi 
poſſeſs the Manſions he has prepared for | ³⁶ 


1 * fol 1 


|. Now what can any one ſo much as ima- Wl 
gzine could move Chriſt to give himſelf to- 

Death, and by Dying procure ſo many Be- 
nefits for us, only his &&ceeding Love to- 
wards us? Surely nochigg that is in us but WY 
God, who is rich is, Mercy, through bis“ "I 
1 ͤ Wo 
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n . n 


N heap 
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I when we were dead in Sins, hath quicken. 
Jed vs together by Chriſt, by whoſe Grace 


 } Hereby have we perceived his love, that 
| |] he lay'd down his Life for us. By whom, 


| | Therefore the love that Chriſt Jeſus hath 
I firſt ſhewed to us, muſt needs conſtrain us 
fſto love him again. 
Þ woſt Lovely and Amiable, and in himſelf 
j moſt Excellent, above all things to be de- 
ſtred, as the fitteſt Object of our choiceſt 
Love, and the moſt worthy of our higheſt 
Reſpects: For as the Church ſays truly, 
EA beloved is White. and Ruddy, the chiefeſ 
'- Jamong tentbouſand. And in another place 
he is ſaid to be Fairer than the Children of 


Beauty, Riches, and Honour, takes much 
{to draw Love and Affection to them, 


wich, in regart to Chriſt, are but trifles, 
Land as nothing, who in himſelf is more 


| - | Beautiful, Rich, od Glorious than all the 
| Myriads of Angels, the leaſt of which ex- 
© [reeds all this Worlds Beauty united in one 


| 1202 Afold for chi, Flock. | 


great love, wherewith he loved us, even 
ye are Saved, Epheſ. 1. 15. And again, 


faith the Apoſtle St. Paul, we have recei- 
ved Redemption by his Blood, Epbeſ. 1.17, 


Nay yet more, Becauſe he is in bimſelf 


Aen. We ſee evidently in the World, 


8 1 
Os Perſon. 
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Mercy, 
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— For or Wiſdom, Chriſt is the 1 Foun- | | 4 l 


tain; for Truth, he is the Author; for- 

he is the 'Store-Houſe of all Mer- _ 
cies; for Riches, he is the Lord of Heaven, 
and Earth, of Men and Angels; and for 


Beauty, he is the moſt Holy, Bleſſed Son of || Þ| 


God, ſhining in Grace and Truth. And | WM 
St. John tells us, when he ſaw him in his | JJ 
Viſion, His Countenance out-ſhone the bright. 
neſs of the Sun. And, to Conclude this 


Particular, He is all things lovely and de- | _ 
| Grable that the Soul of Man can wiſh to | 


delight in, and therefore above all things | 
ſhould be Beloved, who is worthy to re- 
ceive Glory, and Honour, and Power, and 


Praiſe, and Dominion, both now and for“ 


ever more. 


What then can we prefer to him, that AG” 


is worthy of our Love, in the leaſt com- 
pariſon? And how ſadly do we ſee, for a 
little Earthly Droſs, many Reje& him, 


making their Riches their God, and. do- = 


ting upon Periſhing things? "Nay, even 
we ſee thoſe that own him for the Glori-. 
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aus Spouſe, break Covenant with him, and | WM 
follow fleſhly Luſts, which takes off their | "MW 
love and affections to Spiritual things: | nn 
They e pretend indeed to love | 4 
x 55 the "Wl 
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| 1070 Jett Oprife: but in their works 


they not only Deny him, but Deſpiſe him, 


and will not Love this Man to rule over them. 


And how can theſe imagine that Chriſt 
will take it at their hands, who, as it were, 


| # 4 fell their love to him for a morſel of Bread? 


| Surely he will withdraw the light of his 


5 amiable Conntenance from them, and ceaſe 


Ito ſhine with his Grace on their Hearts: 
F {| So ſhall they be left in Darkneſs, and the 
1 ſhaddow of Death, to ſtumble on dark 
1 Mountains, and loſe their way to the Hea- 
I venly Canaan, for robbing him of that love 
| [and reſpect that | is due to him, and give 
his Honour to another, even to Sin and 
] sSatan. For in this they alſo grieve the Ho- 
ly Spirit that ſhould ſeal them to the day 
of Redemption, and walk in the Gainſay- 


| | Chriſt's Grace, and breaking their . 
* tiſmal Vows in | forſaking him. 

: 5 How then ſhall ſuch as now RejeRt his 
[ Love be able to look him in the Face, when 
he ſhall come in flames of Fire, accompa- 
Ss nied with ten thouſands of his Saints and 
4 Angels, to render Vengeance on Ungodly 
Sinners, and convince all Gainſayers ? O0 
let us think of this betimes, and not be 
. lukewerͥm 
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ing of Corab, in deſpiſing the riches of 
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| and this made him deſire earneſtly to be 


bm that we are tranſlated from Darkneſs to W 
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10 lukewarm in our Love towards Bier Let Fi F 


us Kiſs the Son leſt be be angry; and we that | ü 
now refuſe to meet his Love, wooing and WY 
inviting vs, be forced to meet his Fary | MI 
and Indi nation, when be comes to Judge 1 
the World. Ne 'S 
St. Paul's Love, we find, was ſofervent, 
that he Acconnted all things but Droſs and. 4 
Dung, in compariſon of the Love of Chriſt; 


* 


diſſolved, and be with Chriſt, who was the 
Hope and Center of all his expeRted Feli- - "4 
city in the other World, = 

Again, If we Love Chriſt Jeſus with all — 
our hearts, we ſhall not fail to Love thoſe]. Þ 
whom he Loves: For St. John ſays, Nee 


Light, becauſe we love the Brethren, 1 John 34 
And David ſays, All his deligbt is in tbe 
Saints of God : So that we find it is our} | 

Duty to Love Chriſt's bleſſed Members“, 
which are all true Chriſtians, with a pe- 


dy with us; for choſe that do otherwiſe, 


Tore, Chriſt lays, But _— EN have 1 ; 3 . 


culiar and ſpecial Love, as their being the] 1 | 
Heirs of Chriſt, and Members of one Bo. | 


are not in Chriſt, but in the Love of the] - 3 
World. But to ſuch as have this perfect! IM 


N 5 7 out: "of the World, , therefore the World 
= are you, John 19. 


; [Holy Laws; For he ſays, Fe love me, 

' Theep my Commandments. And again, If we 

I Love him with an entire affection, we can- | 
I aot at any time endure to hear him Blaſ- 


EL 


Iſuch things grieve us to the Heart, and we 
will not fail to defend his Cauſe to the 
utmoſt of our power, as a loving Child 
Iwill do that of his Father, and a faithful 

Servant the credit of bis Maſter: And 


| 


fal, and Perſecution for his ſake, even-loſs 
+ | his Life for us. 
b- of the Church to Chriſt : And in the next 


© {place 1 come to ſpeak of the Churches 
1 1 to her Beloved — „ 
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lt is another mark of our Love to Chriſt, | 
5 tony we are obedient to his Word and 


phemed, or his Word Contemned, or 
Ridiculed, or his Sabbath Prophaned, but 


moreover, it will cauſe us to endure Try- 


of Liberty, Riches, and all things this 
World values moſt, yea Life it ſelf; Be- 
cauſe he ſo loved us, that he laid down 


And thus much may ſuffice for the art 


Sbew | 
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Shew me, 9 thou . my Soul, nal, 5 % 4 l 


FR where tboy, feel. Se. 75 
b bie the Church compares S 7 2 ; 4 


faithful Shepherd, in imitation of the |  ? 
Prophet Iſatah, when, he 78 He will ga- 
ther together bis Lambs, Iſa. 40. And alſo | *1 
Ezekiel ſays, Bebold 1 will 1 my Flock. . i} 
'of the Shepherds; and 1 my: ſelf will ed ] 1 1 
Sbeep,and cauſe i them to reſt at quiet, Ezek. 34. 
And this is further teſtified by David, 8 
when he ſays, The: Lord is my Shepherd, 1 
ſhall at: want. Plal. 23. I, Yea, Chriſt calls i, [1 


TY $ 


| hers d, Kc. "John. 10. A Ne 
3 75 10 this, Shepherd and ane of © 8 15 1 
Sone Church put up her ear neſt Pet- T 
tion, in the Humbleſt and moſt Devour |; - 
manner, That he wonld be pleaſed tö tel 
her Where he feeds his Flacks with the I 
Preaching of 11 Word, and the pſeof h if 
bow nts, that ſhe may joyn. with them, If 
6 ed and Comforted“ For N 1 
Church of Chriſt is but one, yet has it :- 
ny: parts; for we fiad St. John 65 1 
70 to Ni öde the 1780 f 8 of 1 


_ 


# — 0 2 cee fs Flock. 


bande time; be in Reſt and Eaſe; and this 
5 — moves the raped 2 deſires to 
{know where he ſeeds his 8 p in Peage 
and Qulet, where oy. 


ſtred: and the Diſcipline exactly Perfor- 
med, "that ſhe might Joyn' with them in 
the Service of God. 


OT "TE nn: has — an to ro. 


3 ener thoſe that are Chriſt's Sheep, that 
| {they hunger and thirſt after his Word, 
feargeſtiy enquiring, and dilligently ſeek- 
| Tifig where he feeds his Flock, and ſuch. as 
Itbey know him, and are known of him; 
for he ſays, 24 ' Sheep hear. my voice, and 
mow then. and th follow me 3 5 but the 7 
Fa Stranger wilt &y not bear, John 10. 
avid was mighty earneſt in 1 5 alter 


ut, O how amiable are thy Taber- 


when {hull I come. and appeay before 
1750 Sion p "Even: ſo ſhould every 
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Ef er . Tbirtk after Chrilk, in the Spftit, 
the Body Hun rs and. 
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* on 2 Perſecution, and the other. at the 


the Word is truly Prea- | 
ched, and the Sacraments duly Admini. 


asd; for the Meditation on him, . 
F 1 2 How 26th my Soul Tong after thy 


thirſts alter 
#5 i | 
FX of 
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By this Petition we find it is 2 tree 4 


briſtiar have Jonging deſſres, nay hun- 
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o God is The Food and | Neuriſhment a, 
4 the Soul ʒ and thoſe that hunger not after 
it, but rather after the things of this 
| World, ſtarve: and pine their Souls to 
Death, even the ſecond Death, which is 
the moſt. Terrible and Amazing of all. 
| And this is the ſad careleſneſs of too 
| ny who ſtrive to pamper their Bodies, but 
are regardleſs of taking in Spiritual Food 
for the Neuriſhment of their Souls, For | | 
ſeeing there are but a very few that hun- 
ger after the Word of God, or eſteem of | 
_ | it, it plainly. ſhews that they are inſenfible } 3 
| | of their Soul's want of Spiritual Food, and | . | 
know not the wretched and r erable | 
eſtate they are in by ſuch a neglect, Which 1 
lays them open to Temptations: that 
draws them inſenſibly into Sin, by jayning Þ '4 
themſelves to evil, regardleſs and neg-'f 1 
ligent Companions, never ſo much ets I 
flecting upon themſelves, to ſay-16.n 3 
| [as alas, what have 1 done? Muciilefs has "2 
| | ving any deſire, or longing for the nem 
Aill of the Ward, to refreſh and nourim 
| their fainting Souls; not in the leaſt pan 
ting after it, a the Hcart doth after the was Þ 4 
ter brook, nor as the Church doth here;viz. 1 1 
' | Shew me where thou feedeſt thy Flock, &c. Þ 7 
1 i, 5-2 75 RT 
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Þ And mir till we are ſenſible of our | 
þ. | great wants, we Cannot truly make this 
E | Petition, no more than a Beggar that iss 
- | full, can earneſtly crave Food; for not be- 
3 ing a hungry, he regardeth it not; but 
en he is, and is ſenſible of his wants, 
| |dictated by his craving Stomach, he will 
| | ſpare neither Words nor Labour to fup- | 
F | ply his Neceſſities. 
| | Thoſe that ſuppoſe themſelves Happy, 
| | becauſe they feel no Want, are ever the | 
- | moſt likely to fall into it; hecauſe their 
. — Plenty renders them ſupine and 
ALegrligent to recruit their waſting Stores; 
. * even 'tis with a Sinner, whoſe Sins 
have ſo far Blinded him, that he is not 
I capable of ſeeing. the want of Grace, and 
| | Mercy, he ſtands in need of, to comfort his 
Soul in the great and terrible day of the 
Lord; when for refuſing the Love of 
HB Chris, now ſo freely red: he will 
| | meet with his Juſt Anger, and Firey In- 
I dignation; hearing him lay, know you not, 
| | Dopart from me, all ye Workers of Iniquity ; 
for The that refuſes him, or denys him be- 
fore Men,ſhall be denyed, or not owned by 7 
I him, before his Father which i is in Heaven. 
| 1 - Now t the reaſon we > do —.— 3 
= _ thirſt 
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joy the Variety of all thoſe Good things 
that are Treaſured up in it, to make us ttu- 
ty happy; ſeeing even all the Good things 
| we Enjoy in this Life, are only appear- 
| ances or appendances to the word of God, 
- | by which Word and the Lords Prayer, 


ways can it redound to our Comfort and 


ſting after it; for as the Bleſſed Virgin 


way, Luke 1. 43. By the Rich here, are 


wagt nothing; when indeed they are in 
the greateſt want of all, as wanting the 
Comfortable Application of Gods Word 
to their Souls; for want of which, the 


| |Soul is Hungry and Pines away, whillt 


| thoſe that Hunger After it, have their 


End leſs Bleſſings in the Lite to come. For 
as Solomon tells us, The Perſon that 4s full; 
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bf after the Word of God; is, ra 7 
wwe know not aright, how Value i it, nor 
| well canſlidgr it is the Bread and Water 4 

of Life, and without it, we can never Eu- 
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they are Sanctified to us, and no other- |. | 


„ 


Satisfaction, than by Hungering and Thir- |: 


| expreſſes it, Ee filleth the Hungry with| 
'.. | Good things, and the Rich be ſends empty a- 


$4 


ment thoſe that think they are full, and 4 


Souls filed and fatisfied. Withall good 
| things ia this Life, add lay up a Store of 1:4 
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1 | 
FI gry. 865 bittey thing is ſweet ; f that 
hen we ſuall come to a Senſe of our Spi- 
ritual Poverty, by reaſon we are deſtitüte 
N of Gods Word, rightly apply'd to our | 
Hearts, it ſhould, | one would think, make | 
q us highly prize and value it, as the on F 
| Ming” that can ſupply our wants, and 

wake us Rich in the abundance of all good 

things, held” ſorth to us in the benefits | 
chat accrue in hearing it Preached to us, 
and diligently Reading, and well Digeſt- 
; ing of it to our Comfort. 5 
Now ſeeing this Longiag. after the 
. Word, that Chriſt hath left us as a ſure 
[ Rule and Guide, is an Infallible mark | 
that we are of his Fold, and that he is our | 
E [Shepberd; we ought: above all things to 

Abe very careful to gain ſuch a Badge as 


iu diſtinguiſh us from the Goats, who | 
Vi not be admitted into the Number of | 
bis Sheep, but altogether be excluded, 
his Flock, and turned over to theRavenous 
Wolf, which is Satan, ſtanding ready to 
1 devour them in endleſs Miſery, to which, 
Itegether with himſelf they are deſtined, 
bf becauſe they Loathed the Word of God, 5 
: and. hated the Preaching of it; and as 
ant ſays, TO” Te 5 N the 8 x 
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Hearts, It is loſt Labour to ſerve the Lord: 
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of the Sheep; never Weg here Chriſſy 


vil ends, viz. To Vex and Trouble them, 
endeavouring to make it a Scandal, and By. 


| into a Ditch. 
And the roſbu' why they ſhould! be "2 


Feeds his Sheep; or if they do, it is to R. 
by reproaching the Word of God, and 


Word; being ſuch as the prophet Males. 
ehy Notes, Who wickedly ſay in their 


Aud what Good cometh there by ſerving of 
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| God? O let ſuch be warn'd betimes, that | : 
if they look to have any Comfort inn 
Death, and at the Day of Judgment, they 
now Labour to be rens for Sheep of 
{the Fold of Chriſt, and not to follow Vain 
Notions, which cannot Profit them; for | | 
|if the Blind Lead the Blind, both mall fall "Wo 
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Marked to be known, that they betone 


vation is wholly and intirely - wrought. by 
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him; nor is there any part th refer“ 


chis Book, or unlooſe the Seals thereof; 
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ved to any Creature; none in Heaven no {i 
Earth was found able or worthy to open 


but the Lamb Slain from the Foundation . i 
EET | 
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to Obelſts Feld, and-ehe which” Lerges“ 
likewiſe for the Confirmation of this Point 4 
of Doarine, is becauſe the Work of Sal“ 


7 » I 


i} 77% I Fold 275 Unite Flock. 


the World, it was his Rich Redeeming 
. Blood alone that could purchaſe Salvation 
I for us; and as the Apoſtle ſaith, That a- 
F | .mong Men there is no other Name given un- 
der Heaven, whereby we may be Saved, but | 
Y Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. 1. and again, That be i | - 
able perfoctiy to Save theme that come der 
'God by bim. . 
And thus much may ſerve to admotifh | 
all faithful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, that | 
they Teach nothing but the Truth of God | 
according to his reveal'd Word, not any | 
Devices or Fancys of their own, as thoſe | 
E llof the Romiſn Church do; as alſo to ad- 
E |/moniſh all hearers to Content themſelves 
I with the Paſture of Gods Word, the plain | 
A and pure Preaching of it, and notbe drawn | 
away with new Fangled Doctrine, and 
Traditions of Men, to follow | ſtrange 
| | Shepherds, that will Lead them into the | 
E | Wilderneſs of Error, as pretending Gods | 
Word no wholeſome paſture for his Sheep | 
to Feed on. And thus much for the Chur- | 
. | (chan he dne ebene 15 wachen 15 
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And where thou cauſeſt d to bye an. 
„ Noon. 

herds,to whom Solomon alludes this pal-- 

the Morning, and when the Sun waxeth 


Hot, to drive them to cool Shades for 


refreſhment, and the better Preſervation 
| of their Health. 


|[is,his Faithful People, to find ſhelter in the | 


of greateſt extremity,- meant here by: 


Scorching, according as our Saviour men- 


| IT is the Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Step⸗ | 


ſage in my Text, to Feed their Sheep in | 


So here” the Church is Inquiſitive to 
know where Chriſt Feeds his Flock, that 


* 


way. 5 
And now from this we may obſerve s a 
two Fold Inſtructio. 


And 
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heat of Perſecution, even in the moſt dan- 
gerous and troubleſome Tryal, and times 


Noonday, when the Sun is moſt hot, and 9 4 
tions, ſpeaking of a ſort of Evil Hearers, 1 4 


viz, And when the Sun was up, they were 
|Scorched;” and for want of Roof, it withered 4. 


Firſt, That ſome times the Church 5 ; J 
Chriſt is! in hag NY heat 91 Vene | 
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4 „ A ft jor | Clriſts, Fact. 
Secondly, That Chriſt the Good Shep- |. 
$Z Perch eren then for fakes nat his Flock; 
but at Noon day, even in their greateſt 
Extremity, provides ſhelter for them, 
| | where they are Comforted and Refreſh-| | 
ed, as in a pleaſant: Grove; ſo that it is| 
Evident, that God ſuffers bis Church 
ſometimes to be Petfecuted, as St. Paul 
teſtiſies, when he ſays, Nhoſover will Live 
Goal in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer Perſecution ; 
and David tells ns, Great are the Tribula. | 
tions of the Righteous; but the Lord ſball de- 
ider them out of all: And indeed, this Per- 
ſecution began very Early in the Church, as 
a Tryal of Faith, Conſtancy, and Patience 
ia suffering; for in the Apoſtles time, 
E | ſome: were Wrack d and would not be 
E | Delivered, that they might by Dying 
for Chriſt, Receive a Glorious Reſur- 
redn; and others were Mocked and 
Seoorged, caſt into Bonds and Impriſon.- 


ls 
7 


ment, Sawn aſunder, Slain by the Sword, 

W | and Burned; others wandered up and 

oon in sheeps Skins, and Goats: Skins, | 
2 ſing Deſtitute, Afflicted, and Tormens | 
ca, whom the World was not worthy 

= | of: 80 that i we expect to Live and | 
& | Rejiga with Chriſt in his Church Trium- | 
4 AT, - : 1 Phant. | 
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850 we muſtFatientlyſuffer intheCherch 1 
Militant on Earth; and for theſe things ] 
proceed to give ſome Reaſons. And. 
Fut, In Regard of Gods Rnemies, Wo 
know not the Father, nor his Son jeſus 
1 5 and ſo ate filled with Rage and 
1 Malice, againſt" all that Live Godly and 
1 Uprigtitly in the World; as our Saviour 
witneſſeth, when he ſaith, They ſhall E. 
Communicate: ye; yea, the time /hal come; that || 
? whooger Xilleth: you, mill think" that le d’ 
God Service ; and' 'theſs things they will do, 14 
becauſe they know not the 8 non me; 580 1 
that it is no wonder if the Enemies of 5 
Gods Church, do ſtrive againſt his Faith], 1 
fol Servants Kirredcup t to it by the Malice} | 


A. 
3 


| Nay Scemdh, It may be obſerved tb 


God Fimfeif many times ſoffereth M 
mA to undergo ſome Trials of f ſharp 


4'bircer"AfMiQion, for he Chaſtens eve- |» 
1 Son, thathe receives ; and if ye bear ok 
the Chaſtening: of the Lorch ; ve are a0. 3 
|counted Baſtards and not Sons; ; and this 

a Trial of their Faith and Patience; that 
When they are proved and fonnd worthy, | ' 
ntl may receive the FO Reward; 17: 1 
C 3 Another 4 


8 


ET. Bis 
11 . PORE Reaſon, = he foffers them 
2 to; be Afflicted, is to humble them, leſt 
BL | by over much proſperity like Jeſſurun they 
FF | ibould-grow Fat and Kick; and that be- 
fing Afflicted, 


5 4; 


7. N 


—— 33 


"0 If for Gs F och, 


LM Codd * 


mould "life up: their 
Eyes to the Bills, from whence their help 


ſcometb, and be puffed op with Pride; or 
C.. 4 on their own Strength, which cannot 
As for the uſe we ought « to make of | 
- | this AffliQtion, it is togive us a true Senſe | 
of our Sins whereby we have offendec 


God , and cauſed him to make us ſuffer ; 
that, like Prodigals ſtray d from him. we 


might return again to his Houſe, and; be 


1 '|Helrered from-the ſcorching Heat; and 


| | -- may return Lich greater Loving Kind- | 


I 


ness. And ſo paſſing on, I come to the 
fleighth Verſe,which is Chriſts: Anſwer aa 5 


| | Direction, to his Church, vis. 
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Steps 


her as; 7 
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e knoweft not, O abou Fig amore | 
13 women; get these hy the; 
FUR Feed thy Rid in. ee of: My: 


— 


of 5he Hel, 


+ | e-bave a already heard, the earneſt re- 
1 queſt of the Church, that he would in 
Ef - | Mercy ſhaw ben. wage heioeds his Fleck 
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m and Refreſh them in time of FR 
ſt which he here gives a very Kind and of 
ey | Ml bliging Anſwer, which ſhews, - 'A 
e- | HF, Shewing his Love and tender Re- E- 


ir gard to her, Calling her 7 be Faireſt Sn 

Ip| Women, 8 f 
or Secondly, He zently reproves her, viz, | | 
ot If thou know not, &c. which-is as much as | 

co fay, It is a very ſtrange thing that the 

of true Church ſhould not know where 

{ | I Chriſt her Shepherd Feeds the Flock. - 

2 1 8 He N his Anſwer to her 
Requeſt, viz. Thou muſt go by the steps 
ve 5 the Flock, that is, By the Direction and 

2x | Guidance of the Word of God, Which 

Id | Leads to all Truth, even in the Steps of 

x | Ml the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoltles,} 
Jia their. Faith, Religion, Worſhip, and 

1c | service of God. Bating the Ceremonial 

|. Ml part of the Jewiſh Church. And in doing} | 


this, he adds Titles and Ornaments of“ 
| Beauty. to her; calling her the Roſe of | 
the Field, the "Lilly of the Valley, the 
Faireſt among Women, an Orchard of | 
Pomgranats, a Garden of Fountains, 4 
well Spring of Water, the Spouſe and] 


n| Mivilter of Chriſt, the Beauty of the Earth, 
, che Glory of the World. the e 
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11 _ this we may find, how deer and 
= | Pretions the Church is in the Sight of 
& {| Chriſt her beloved Spouſe; he eſteems 
&E {| highly of her, and ſhe is moſt excellent in 
lber ſelf, becauſe in the Church alone, Sal- 
4 vation Is to be found. 
tr | As for the uſe of theſe things, Let us 
11 conſider how Gracious, and Merciful x1 
et | Chriſt is to paſs over her Weakneſs, and 
Fattings, and call her the Faireſt among 
Women; tho? a little before ſhe Confef. 
fies her felf to be Black and Deform'd: 
1 Now fhe is Comely in his Sight, and more 
| Seaveiful than the Lilly,or All Roſe. 
And further, From this Anſwer we 
il 5 may Learn 2 clear ditection to = | 
by {trove Religion, and the true Worſhip of 
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ens a> wail  . nd SOM: tots an” eo 


3M Jod. Not the falſe Religion, and elke | 
8 | Worſtitp; for i any ene is defirous to | |. 
bo [know where he Feeds his Sheep, and| Þf |; 
b [where God is truly Worſhiped, and true| Þþ |, 
1H IRblipfon 5 is; he muſt Tread in the Steps | 
£7 of the Strep; that is, Worſhip God, as If |. 
ram, oy and Faryb did, as Moſes | | 
ja the Prophets did, Sr. Believe, Re- U 
fen, and Walk with God, as Enoch did, I 
BW ſow! "the Jud! gement of Faith, we may IF 
I ales of ee 14 
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Fold, whom he preſerv d here, and will | 
Everlaſtingiy preſerve to their endleſs] 
Comfort in a Bleſſed State, For thus] © 
ſaith the Lord, Stand in the Ways, and 
| behold, and ask for the old Way, which is the 

good Way, and Walk therein, and you ſhall | © 
| find Peace and Reſt-for: your Souls, 
| Let us all then be breed and ſtand} 
ſteadfaſt in this Way, and not turn aſide 1 
| to the Right Hand, or to the Left, and 
ſo Chriſt by his Spirit ſhall Lead us in itt: 


| Step by Step, till at Length we- mall ar- 5 
| | hs at the end of our Journey, even to- 
a  Joyn with the Church Triumphant in 
5 Heaven, and Sing Praiſes and Hallelujab's s 
co him that fitterh upon the Throne, and 2 
Ito the Lamb for erer. 4g 
f Let us Tread inthe steps of the Sheep, 7 
e Feed in the Tents of the Shepherds. Let? 
Iss Live and Die in the true Church off 
111 God, and for ever Embrace and hold faſt}: 
4 the true Antient and Holy Religion, Re- 
I | ceived from the Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
8 | Apoſtles3 and then we need not fear 44 4 
* | |} | Glorious Reſurection, and to ſtand with | I 
J II joy before the great Shepherd, ig the day] y 
7 of Judgment, and be wht; and 2 4 
y b forever N vm , a 
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